Minutes of the Pitton & Farley Parish Council meeting held on 19th May 2011 at 7.45pm in Pitton Village Hall
Present

Geoff Lowndes (Chairman)

Tony Ashworth

Lyn Fredericks

Nigel Lilley

Steve Williams

Catherine Purves (The Clerk)

Two members of the public

Public questions – Mr Coppock commented about the state of the parish’s road surfaces and the number of potholes that had appeared.

AGENDA

Apologies

Alan Shaw, Mike Chant, Jamie Latham, Sarah Strong 

32.11 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 21st April were approved as a correct record (prop SW, sec GL, all in favour).

33.11 Declarations of Interest

Lyn Fredericks declared a personal interest in items concerning The Close and the Planning Application S/2011/0643 

34.11 To receive reports from:

a. The Wiltshire Councillor for the Winterslow division, Chris Devine – none received.

b. Pitton Flood Action Group – nothing to report.

c. Pitton Village Hall Management Committee – nothing to report.

d. Parish website editor – Mr Bossom reported that the website had now been operational for three years, and during that time the number of visits had increased by 86% and the number of visitors had increased by 109%.
e. Chairman’s report – Geoff Lowndes advised he had nothing to report.

f. Parish Clerk’s report - The Chairman, Vice Chairman and I reviewed the Clerk’s contract, and it was agreed that only minor amendments were required. These will need to be approved at the next PC meeting. The next Area Board meeting is on 23rd June in Coombe Bissett Village Hall at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start.

35.11 Matters raised by the public

It was noted that a lot of yellow markings had recently appeared on various roads in the parish, and it was suggested that the resurfacing of these areas was imminent.

36.11 Finance

a. A schedule of accounts in the sum of £699.70 was approved for payment (prop GL, sec LF, all in favour)

b. The updated Budget Monitoring Form was noted.

c. Registering as an employer with HMRC - the Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council was now compliant with HMRC’s requirements. 

d. Transfer of accounts – the bank accounts at LloydsTSB are now open, and the balances will shortly be transferred from the Co-Operative bank and the accounts there closed.

e. End of Year accounts – these have all ben reconciled and balanced, and are with the internal auditor. An extra meeting of the council will be needed to formally approve the accounts before the 30th June deadline. 

37.11 Highways/Footpath/Parish Steward

a. The dates of the next visits are June 13/14/15/16

b. Jobs to be done – cut back foliage around all road signs in the hedges, mend gap in the surround on the manhole cover outside Bentley Lodge in Pitton, clear ditch outside Bells Cottage in Farley, clear blocked pipe under lane upto Farley Farm, and sweep all junctions clear of gravel, as necessary. Nigel Lilley offered to be a second contact for Farley. Action: the Clerk

c. Hedge at Pitton Cross Roads – the Clerk was asked to research the history of any conditions regarding sight lines at junctions. Action: the Clerk
38.11 To consider possible action to be taken regarding feral cats in Pitton.

As feral cats were becoming a particular nuisance around the slip road to Pitton school and the immediate area, it was decided to place notices on the website, on the noticeboard and in the Dun Valley News to the effect that the local Cats Protection League would be invited to catch, spay and then release any cats caught in the area from the beginning of September onwards. Action: the Clerk

39.11 Refurbishment of the Farley Memorial Noticeboards

It was agreed that these need some attention, and the Clerk was asked to contact Wessex Timber Windows Ltd with a view to requesting an estimate for the work needing to be done. Action: the Clerk.
40.11 To review other ongoing matters

a. Common land – the Clerk advised that as Aymers Pond was considered to be part of the River Dun, the Environment Agency should be consulted  for consent and further advice. Action: the Clerk.

b. Bus shelter in Farley – Highways have yet to visit, and the Clerk was asked to chase this, but providing Highways raises no objection, the Clerk was instructed to place the order. Action: the Clerk.   
c. Litter picking – Wilts Council will lend the appropriate equipment, and the Clerk advised that Laverstock PC makes their litter picking day a community event, with a BBQ at the end of the day’s activities. Nigel Lilley volunteered to approach the Hook & Glove in Farley. A date will be set at the next meeting, with notices to be displayed in the usual places. Action: the Clerk.

41.11 To consider various Planning Applications    
S/2011/0580/FULL: Full Planning – annex at Brambles, The Street, Farley – councillors supported this application, with the condition that the annex should be for the sole benefit of the occupants of Brambles, with the ancillary accommodation remaining within the curtilage of Brambles. 
S/2011/0610/TCA: Trees in Cons Area – reduce 1 x laurel by 30% at 10 David’s Garden, Pitton – councillors supported this application.
S/2011/0643/FULL: Full Planning – replace existing conservatory with open loggia at Hide Cottage, White Hill, Pitton – councillors supported this application.
42.11 Dates of next meetings

Thursday 14th July at 7.30pm in Farley Village Hall

Thursday 25th August at 7.30pm in Pitton Village Hall  

43.11 To close the meeting

The meeting finished at 8.35pm 

