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The Dun Valley News 
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2017 

This month inside: 
Team Letter 
Communities depend on 
people. 
 
Air Ambulance 
Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
appeal for help 
 
King George’s Hall 
Now a modern 
community facility 
 
Explore Churches 
Bill Bryson’s 14 favourite 
churches 
 
Save Us From 
Suburbia 
Manicure or destruction 
of a hedgehog’s home? 
 
Fathers’ Day 
When did it start? 
 
Artificial Intelligence 
Ethics for robots? 
 
 
 

CoE, Academia and City join forces 
 
A leadership development programme for Chief 
Executives of Multi Academy Trusts has been 
launched drawing on expertise from the Church of 
England, academia and the City.  
The Church of England Foundation for Educational 
Leadership programme for Chief Executives of Multi
-Academy Trusts will be delivered in partnership 
with UCL Institute of Education, working with 
Deloitte. The programme has been shaped to draw 
on the Church of England's involvement in 
education over 200 years, to include UCL IOE's deep 
expertise across the education system, including 
academies and leadership, and to learn from 
Deloitte's business knowledge and practical 
experience of working in the education 
sector. There will be input from leading experts and 
practitioners from education as well as learning 
from wider sectors. 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::



2  

 

The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 
 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden, The Rectory, The Plantation, Winterslow, Salisbury SP5 1RE  
Tel 01980 862231.  Mobile 07960 321355 nils.bersweden@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Farley, Pitton and Winterslow) 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd Anthea 
Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 

CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
 an informative website which gives details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well 

as Team Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm, or to download 

in Excel www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.xls 

 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)      01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 
 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton          01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley          01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 

Mrs Jenny Cotter, East Grimstead, 01722 712316 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 

 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 

Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
 

TREASURER 
Ms Mandy Kerley, 07971 679466 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.xls
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. 
Peter's Church and have a Methodist led service there once a month 
(currently the 3rd Sunday). 
Minister  -  Rev. Bryan Coates  
 sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk  02380 252960 
Superintendent - David Hookins   01722 320858 
Steward  -  Mrs. Sarah Sankey      01722 712581 

 

 

 

 

 
Pentecost PathFinders on Sunday 4th June at 11am  

Sunday 2nd July Carnival Service  
in Pitton School at 11am 

where refreshments will be served from 10.30 
For more details contact Sara Bossom on 01980 611133 
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We are about to go to the polls to elect a 
government which will have the 
responsibility of serving our country and 
ensuring in the best possible way that 
we, and all the many diverse sections of 
our society, are cared for and looked 
after. Governing is a hugely important 
and relevant task all the time, but it feels 
particularly so at this point of our history 
with the necessary Brexit negotiations 
imminent, and many people’s anxieties 
about how they might affect us, not to 
mention many other situations at home 
and world-wide. It is going to be a tall 
order for whoever gets elected. So, we 
have the responsibility to vote for the 
party we feel will deliver the best for us 
and our country. 

But it would be wrong to think that 
everything depends on our government. 
Much depends upon us too in our 
individual lives and service to our own 
communities. 

During our recent annual meetings this 
year, one churchwarden wrote an 
excellent report which began as follows - 
‘I was told to my dismay sometime last 
summer that to many in the village, the 
Church was considered ‘totally irrelevant’.  
She went on to catalogue all that the 
people in this particular church did! And 
it was an impressive list of acts of service, 
performed by a small group of people 
wanting to serve not only the local 
community, but also to contribute further 
afield to the needs of others less 
fortunate than themselves. Some would 
say that it is in many cases the role of the 
government to supply these needs and 
there will be many different views on 
that, but ultimately for whatever reason 
the need presents itself, there are people 
who act rather than lament the lack of 
assistance.  

 

And of course, it is not just in that 
particular church that this happens, but 
in so many others, locally and 
throughout the country, where ordinary 
people belonging to churches and other 
local community groups offer so much 
freely and willingly to serve their 
communities day in and day out. 

It is heartening to think that there are 
people willing to give of their time, their 
energy and even financial resources to 
love and care for the needs of others, 
often those in greatest need that the 
government do not and cannot always 
reach. The Church’s and other 
community groups’ contributions can 
hardly be said to be irrelevant, but 
essential and often life transforming. 

 

 

Team Letter 
Revd Nils Bersweden 
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Wiltshire Air Ambulance has been saving 
lives for over 27 years and work has be-
gun on our new airbase at Semington, 
near Melksham. 
 
The new airbase will bring together our 
helicopter, aircrew and charity team onto 
one site for the first time. 
The central location of our new airbase 
will mean our helicopter will be able to 
reach all parts of Wiltshire within 11 
minutes, as it currently does now from its 
base in Devizes. 
 
Our fundraising appeal for the new air-
base has got off to a flying start, but we 
still need to raise just under £1 million to 
complete the building and equipping of 
it. 
 
Can you help us raise the vital funds for 
our Airbase Appeal? There are lots of 
different ways you can get involved, such 
as holding a cake sale, organising a chal-
lenge event or uploading a photo for our 
helicopter mosaic. 
 

We also have fun ways for schools and 
businesses to get onboard and support 
our appeal. 
 
 
Find our more by visiting our special 
website 
 
www.wiltshireairbaseappeal.co.uk 
 
Call the Charity Team office on  
01380-739-453 
 
or email 
 
hello@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk 
 
Registered charity number: 1144097 

Wiltshire Air Ambulance Appeal 
Jill Crooks 

http://www.wiltshireairbaseappeal.co.uk
mailto:hello@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk?subject=WAA%20Support%20from%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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King George’s Hall was gifted to the 
village in 1946 by the Singer estate.  This 
former milk depot is now the thriving 
hub of the village. The last six months 
have seen major renovations with hall 
undergoing total redecoration and 
thanks to grants from Community First 
and Virador along with the expertise of 
Pro Live Events, a state of the art sound 
system, projector and screen installed – 
WiFi to follow. A new efficient heating 
system thanks to MPW Plumbing and 
Heating, a fully equipped modern 
kitchen, new toilets – the later fitted by 
HBL Builders Ltd and a large generator 
mean that in the event of a local 
emergency – think storm 2013 – the hall 
can now spring into use as a centre to 
help all local residents. 

Able to accommodate in the region of 75 
people, the village and the surrounding 

area can look forward to film nights/
afternoons, Pop Up Bar, barn dances, 
wine tasting, talks and lectures to name 
just a few of the events planned 
alongside the usual yoga, Busy Bees, 
ballet and Youth Club. 

King George’s is available for hire by the 
hour or day for parties, weddings, 
christenings or just a general knees, up at 
very reasonable rates. 

For booking, or more information 
contact paseabrooke@gmail.com 

West Dean Village Hall Transformation 
Clare Sutton 

mailto:paseabrooke@gmail.com?subject=King%20Georges%20Hall,%20West%20Dean
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Bill Bryson, best-selling author of books 
on travel, the English language and 
science, has revealed his 14 favourite 
churches for ExploreChurches at 
www.explorechurches.org. It is the UK’s 
new church tourism website. 

ExploreChurches makes it easy to 
discover beautiful and fascinating 
churches and has been developed by the 
National Churches Trust, the UK’s church 
buildings support charity.  

The website brings churches to life by 
using high quality images and providing 
information about the history and 
architecture of individual buildings. It’s 
then easy to plan a visit as 
ExploreChurches provides practical 
information including opening hours, 
directions and access details.  

 

 

Solution on page 28 

 

The 999 emergency service was 
introduced 80 years ago this month – on 
30th June 1937, in the London area only. 

It was the first service of its kind in the 
world, and a notice in the Evening News 
suggested that the public should use it 
only if "the man in the flat next to yours 
is murdering his wife, or you have seen a 
heavily masked cat burglar peering 
round the stack pipe of the local bank 
building”. 

For less urgent matters, such as a lorry 
coming to rest in their garden, people 
were advised to “just call up the local 
police”. 

The first call resulted in the arrest of a 
would-be burglar, but not all were so 
serious. Of 1336 calls made in the first 
week, 91 were prank calls. 

Explore Churches 
Anon 

999 Service 
Anon 

http://www.explorechurches.org
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Pitton Primary School 

May is the month of tests at school, with 
our Year 6 and Year 2 pupils taking their 
SATS, our Year 1 pupils their phonics 
assessments and all other years 
completing internal tests, so it has been 
‘heads down’ for everyone.  However, our 
lower Juniors still managed to visit 
Stonehenge, our upper Juniors took part 
in a Kwik Cricket tournament, and we had 
over 20 Juniors take part in the Mini 
Marathon at Laverstock. 

We are really excited to watch the Blue 
Tit in our nesting box sit on her eggs and 
can’t wait to see them hatch – if you go 
to our website www.pitton.wilts.sch.uk 
and go to the children’s tab and then 
class pages you will see a daily VLOG of 
the Blue Tit which has been produced by 
the pupils. 

Pitton Pre-school 
Our vegetables are now growing well, 
our tadpoles have legs and the chicks 
have started hatching!  Our mud pit is in 
full use (although not very muddy) and 
we are learning how to ride our bikes on 
the field.  We've been out around the 
village more this month and have visited 
the village playground, met the piglets, 
walked up to the bench on the hill and 
along a section of the Clarendon Way. 

Our older children all know which 
schools they will be going to in 
September and are now starting their 
taster days.  We are continuing to 
support them in their preparation for 
school by teaching them resilience and 
independence skills, for example 
dressing themselves for PE and helping 
them to be self-sufficient at lunch.  

We have some spaces for September, so 
if you are interested in looking around 
then please call Carrie on 07785 933966.  
We run Mondays – Thursdays from 8am 
to 3pm and Fridays from 8am to 1pm. 

 

We had a wonderful weekend at Berwick 
in May, when the Brownies and Guides 
took part in their residential event.   

The Brownies enjoyed the ‘Under the 
Sea’ theme, with lots of crafts, archery 
and water activities, whilst the Guides all 
turned into spies for their ‘Mission 
Impossible’ camp, cracking codes, 
following trails and trying air rifle 
shooting.   

Next month the Brownies are looking 
forward to an evening exploring the 
River Avon and the Guides will be 
spending the day at the beach. 

 

 

 

Pitton Schools Update 
Nicki McCarney 

Brownies and Guides 
Nicki McCarney 

http://www.pitton.wilts.sch.uk/
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Baptism 

Luca Dylan Marco NANSON 
at  

Pitton  
on  

14th May 2017 
 
 

Marriage 

Timothy Peter SLADE 
and 

Emily Jane ACOTT 
at  

West Dean 
 on  

29th April 2017 
 
 

Funerals 

Nellie PILTON 
at  

Farley  
on  

15th April 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refugee Week—19th to 25th June—is a 
nationwide programme of arts, cultural 
and educational events that celebrate the 
contribution of refugees to the UK, and 
aims to encourage a better understand-
ing between communities.  Next year 
(2018) it celebrates its 20th anniversary.  

A series of events in our area, includes   

Salisbury Amnesty Silent Witness on 24th 
June at 10:00 am on the Guildhall steps. 

For more details  see  

http://refugeeweek.org.uk/in-your-
area/south-west/ 

 

  

Refugee Week 
Anon 

From the registers 

http://refugeeweek.org.uk/in-your-area/south-west/
http://refugeeweek.org.uk/in-your-area/south-west/
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From early spring to autumn the buzz of 
lawnmowers pervades the air. 
Snowdrops, celandines, wood anemones, 
cow parsley, hedge-garlic and red 
campion adorning our village roadside 
banks and verges are relentlessly mown 
or replaced by oversize gaudy daffodils 
and Spanish bluebells! 

Grubbing out ancient hedgerows and 
planting laurel or yew boundary hedges 
or replacing them with fences and walls 
is what people seem do these days. A 
“move to the country” so often involves 
bringing in suburbia and taming or 
eliminating our countryside and its 
wildlife. 

Why does this happen? Roadside verges 
must of course be safe and road 
junctions must be kept clear but why cut 
every blade of grass and wild flower 
between the road and one’s boundary? 
The mighty mower and noisy strimmer 
shouldn’t reign supreme.  

Most roads, lanes and footpaths are 
highways and they and their verges are 
either common land (if ancient) or 
belong to the Highways Authorities (if 

modern). They do not belong to adjacent 
landowners who therefore have no right 
to annex them. Mowing verges outside 
one’s garden or placing boulders or 
posts on them is a declaration of 
ownership but in reality, may be theft of 
land. It is a modern version of the long-
established offence of purpresture! 

Wiltshire is a beautiful county with a 
profusion of wildflowers but we are 
suburbanising, even stealing, the very 
countryside that makes it so special. 
Leaving a little space for wildlife in our 
hygienic, tidy lives is important as our 
native plants and animals are squeezed 
into ever decreasing areas. 

Next time you take the lawnmower or 
strimmer beyond your garden gate 
please remember that the roadside verge 
does not belong to you – it may well 
belong to a hedgehog! 

Save Us From Suburbia 
Dr Sue Walker 
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

MBR PLUMBING & BATHROOMS 

Oil Boiler Service & Breakdowns 

Oil Tank Replacements 

CALL MATTHEW ROWE ON 

01794 341709 OR 07831 624887 

***EMERGENCY CALLOUT*** 

*Complete Bathroom Refits inc tiling* 

*Showers supplied and repaired* 

*Washers & Dishwashers installed* 

*Leaks fixed* 

***NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!*** 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 

01980 610095 
OAP Discount   Free Quotes 

SAME DAY SERVICE 

No Call out Charge 

No VAT 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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 REFLEXOLOGY 
AND KINESIOLOGY 

TREATMENTS START FROM 

£15 
Stress, Hormonal Problems, 

Skin Conditions 

Digestive disorders and More 

DOREEN RIVETT MBRA, MNFSH 

ON 01980 862285 

Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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The Silver Plough 
Mike and Katie welcome you with  

Real Ales 

Seasonally Changing Menus 

Home Cooked Food 

Accommodation 

Skittle Alley 

Function Room Available 

Come and join us! 

01722712266 

thesilverplough@hotmail.com 

Debra McLean IIHHT IHBC  
Natural Organic Skincare  

 
Offering treatments using Botanicals 

organic skincare, derived from natural 
sources, free from synthetic preservatives 

and chemicals. 
 

Facials  - Massage  - Manicure  
Waxing  

 
www.organicandnaturalbeauty.net  

organicandnaturalbeauty@gmail.com  
07930208609 

Robert Amor 
Architectural Consultant 

 
Listed buildings/conservation 
New build & extensions 
Conversions 
Domestic & commercial 
 
Full design/planning service 
 
Office:- 01722- 712825 
Home:- 01722- 712263 
Mobile:- 07765 414757 

“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
 

http://www.organicandnaturalbeauty.net
mailto:organicandnaturalbeauty@gmail.com
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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A colleague told me recently that over 
the Easter break his infant school aged 
children were given an Internet Security 
challenge.  They had to understand what 
personal information was and when and 
who they should share it with.  I think 
this is a fabulous initiative, if people 
understand the dangers from an early 
age not only will they  be safer in their 
use of the Internet, but it means when 
they come into employment they have a 
better understanding and are more 
disciplined when it comes to cyber 
security. As part of the challenge they 
had to visit a website which had some 
cartoons explaining about personal 
information .  If you haven’t already seen 
this website, it is worth a visit—not just 
for children and teens. 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

 

 

In UK, US and other countries, 18th June 
is Fathers’ Day.  How do these special 
days ever get started, anyway?   Well, 
Father’s Day began because way back in 
1909 there was a woman in Spokane, 
Washington, named Sonora Louise Smart 
Dodd.  That year she heard a church 
sermon about the merits of setting aside 
a day to honour one's mother. Mother's 
Day was just beginning to gather 
widespread attention in the United States 
at this time.  But Sonora Louise Smart 
Dodd knew that it was her father who 
had selflessly raised herself and her five 
siblings by himself after their mother had 
died in childbirth.  So the sermon on 
mothers gave Sonora Louise the idea to 
petition for a day to honour fathers, and 
in particular, her own father, William 
Jackson Smart.  June 19, 1910 was the 
first celebration of Fathers’ Day. 

Think U Know 
Editor 

Fathers’ Day 
Anon 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
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June, of course is the month of the 
summer solstice, the month of the Sun.  
Sol and stice come from two Latin words, 
sol and sistere meaning ‘sun’ and ‘to 
stand still’.   As the days lengthen, the 
sun rises higher and higher until it seems 
to stand still in the sky.   The Summer 
Solstice results in the longest day and 
the shortest night of the year.   

The Northern Hemisphere celebrates in 
June, and the Southern Hemisphere 
celebrates in December. 

2016 was the first time in 70 years that 
the solstice and a full moon coincided.  
The full moon rose, just as the sun was 
setting.  

In many countries the solstice is 
recognised with holidays, festivals and 
rituals.  Some see it as the transition from  
spring to summer, some see it as the 
middle of summer. 

Stonehenge is one of the sites where the 
solstice is celebrated.  English Heritage 
have special conditions on the use of the 
site at this time.  This year, the solstice is 
at 04:24 21st June, but the site is 
prepared from 20th June.  If you are 
planning a visit, check the website 
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/
visit/places/stonehenge/ 

Summer Solstice 
Anon 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/
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My name is on a (very long) list for 
delivery of  a Tesla car.   I am not sure 
when I’ll see it, but by the time it arrives 
self driving cars will have clocked up 
millions more miles on our roads.  
Through the analysis of an enormous 
amount of data,  self driving cars (unlike 
many human motorists) improve their 
driving and make our roads safer.   I 
connected self-driving cars, several 
recent, dreadful, terrorist incidents 
involving cars and lorries, and computer 
security to wonder how we ensure that 
the robots that we build always act in our 
best interests.  How do we teach them 
right from wrong? 

A little bit of research led me to a 
research and development organisation 
called GoodAI https://www.goodai.com/. 
GoodAI ‘educates’ artificial intelligences.  
They focus on ethical behaviour.  This 
doesn’t mean simply pre-programming a  
set of rules, which are blindly followed.  
The artificial intelligences are trained to 
apply previous knowledge to situations 
that they have never encountered before.  
If we simply encoded a set of rules, then 
the result would be a concept of fairness 
that was locked in a particular time; there 
would be no development, review or 
correction (… fools seldom differ). 
 
As humans we learn what is right or 
wrong, acceptable or unacceptable, fair 
or otherwise by watching how others 
behave.  The risk is that behaviour can be 
reinforced by good or bad role models.  
Making sure that our robot machines 
have high ethical standards is going to 

be increasingly important.  This is not 
just a Sci-Fi possibility such as the 
excellent Isaac Asimov book, I Robot (or 
bad film with Will Smith).  These 
machines are with us now.  Various 
countries have military capabilities and 
have deployed armed robots capable of 
making autonomous decisions to use 
lethal force.  For the time being, 
legislation requires a human being in the 
decision process.   We also have artificial 
intelligences that provide medical care, 
and help for aged or disabled people.  
We need to be sure that all the 
machines , irrespective of their purpose 
or role, act ethically. 
 
The training of an artificial intelligence 
involves concepts that are analogous to 
human emotions.  This sounds good, but 
where, for example, the concept of guilt 
is used, it is necessary for things to go 
wrong before the artificial intelligence 
can review and correct.  This may be 
acceptable on the battlefield, but 
probably not in the hospital, road or 
home. 

Artificial Intelligence: Right from Wrong 
Editor 

https://www.goodai.com/


 29 

 

For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
 

editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
JUNE 
3rd 13:00 West Village Fete Recreation Ground 
  Dean 
4th 13:00 Pitton Open Gardens Various 
7th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
10th 19:00 East Pig Roast Village Green 
  Grimstead 
13th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
14th TBA Pitton Men of Pitton Poole 
   Poole Museum + RNLI 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for July DVN 
20th 19:00 Farley Juliette Roos and All Saints’ Church 
   Ilana Mordkovitch-Roos 
21st 19:00 Farley Karolina Kubálkova All Saints’ Church 
21st 19:15 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
22nd 19:00 Farley Amiran Zenaishvili All Saints’ Church 
23rd 19:00 Farley Karolina Pancernaitė All Saints’ Church 
24th 19:00 Farley Hatstand Opera All Saints’ Church 
25th 18:00 Farley Festival Evensong All Saints’ Church 
JULY 
1st 14:00 Farley The Farley Fete Village Green 
4th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
5th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
8th TBA East Jumble Sale Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
8th 16:00 Pitton Pitton Carnival Hall Field 
**  No August Edition of DVN—Back in September 
20th TBA Pitton Men of Pitton London Colney 
   The Mosquito Museum 
AUGUST 
8th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for September DVN 
19th 14:30 East Fete and Flower Show Village Green 
  Grimstead 
SEPTEMBER 
6th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
12th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for September DVN 
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