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The Dun Valley News 
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This month inside: 
 
Team letter 
What helps you renew 
your hope? 
 
Pumpkin carving 
How to make the most of 
your Halloween pumpkin 
 
Pitton roads 
Does improving the road 
lead to higher speed? 
 
Life in the text lane 
Pedestrian lanes for 
mobile phone users 
 
Electric cars 
Peak horse in 1920s; peak 
internal combustion 20?? 
 
A Vicar’s Life 
New BBC series 
 
English Vineyards 
Sitting on the great chalk 
seam 
 
Grace Darling 
175 years after the death 
of one of the first English 
media heroines 
 
 

Plastic-free, please 
 
More than nine out of 10 of us would welcome 
a plastic-free aisle in our supermarkets.  Such 
an aisle would offer products in strictly non-
plastic packaging. 
 
A recent survey by Populus has found growing 
concern about the staggering amount of 
plastic packaging being thrown away.  We 
have so far produced over eight billion tonnes 
of plastic since the early 1950s, but recycled 
only 9 per cent. 12 per cent has been 
incinerated, and 79 per cent dumped in 
landfills or the natural environment. 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 
 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden, The Rectory, The Plantation, Winterslow, Salisbury SP5 1RE  
Tel 01980 862231.  Mobile 07960 321355 nils.bersweden@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Farley, Pitton and Winterslow) 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd Anthea 
Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 

CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
 an informative website which gives details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well 

as Team Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm, or to download 

in Excel www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.xls 

 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)      01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 
 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton          01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley          01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 

Mrs Jenny Cotter, East Grimstead, 01722 712316 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 

 
LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 

Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
 

TREASURER 
Ms Mandy Kerley, 07971 679466 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.xls
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. 
Peter's Church and have a Methodist led service there once a month 
(currently the 3rd Sunday). 
Minister  -  Rev. Bryan Coates  
 sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk  02380 252960 
Superintendent - David Hookins   01722 320858 
Steward  -  Mrs. Sarah Sankey      01722 712581 
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From Alderbury Rectory 

This year I seem to have had the 
knack of choosing the wildest and 
wettest weeks for my holidays, to the 
point that I started to dissuade other 
people from planning to take 
holidays at the same time as me! 
Whilst the weather restricted what I 
was able to do, and whilst I may have 
grumbled (I know I did!), my 
experiences were nothing compared 
to those who have had homes, 
livelihoods and loved ones washed 
away in recent hurricanes and floods 
around the world. 

Although water is the most basic of 
necessities of life, too much of it can 
threaten the very life it is supposed 
to support. In our own country, we 
heard stories from farmers about 
how the abundance of rain in August 
destroyed many crops before they 
had had time to harvest them. 

One of the brighter moments of my 
holidays was a day trip to London to 
see the musical ‘Annie’ in the West 
End. Ever since then I have found 
myself singing what I consider to be 
its theme song: ‘The sun will come 
out tomorrow’. The character Annie 
is one of life’s optimists, and has a 
long-held belief that her natural 
parents will come and claim her from 
the orphanage … tomorrow. Even 
though that dream is finally dashed, 
a new dawn breaks for Annie when 
she is adopted by Mr ‘Daddy’ 
Warbucks. 

One of the greatest themes of the 
Christian faith is that of hope: a 

confidence that with trust in Jesus, 
the sun will come out tomorrow, and 
the best is yet to come. Yet, when 
the floods surround us it can be 
difficult to remain a ‘cup half full’ 
sort of person. We need our hope 
renewed. One of my favourite verses 
from the Old Testament is from 
Psalm 30: ‘Weeping may linger for 
the night, but joy comes with the 
morning’. Often our hope is renewed 
when we think back on past hopes 
which have been fulfilled or past 
prayers which have had a response. 

My hope is renewed when I see the 
latest intake of children in reception 
classes in our local schools, full of 
potential and curiosity. My hope is 
renewed when I see people of 
different backgrounds working 
together to see their community 
thrive. My hope is renewed when 
people ask me to pray for them, and 
when I know others are praying for 
me. 

What renews your hope? What might 
make you want to sing, ‘The sun will 
come out tomorrow’? 

Revd. Beth Hutton 

 

Team Letter 
Revd Beth Hutton 
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175 years ago:  on 20th Oct 1842 that 
Grace Darling, British heroine, died.  She 
had famously rescued survivors of a ship-
wreck off Northumberland in 1838.  She 
and her father used a rowing boat as the 
sea was too rough for the lifeboat.  (She 
dies of tuberculosis, aged 26.) 

125 years ago:  on 6th Oct 1892 that 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson, died.  This popu-
lar poet was Poet Laureate (1850-92) and 
is best known for ‘The Charge of the 
Light Brigade’. 

100 years ago:  on 12th Oct 1917 that 
WW1’s Third Battle of Ypres took place, 
the First Battle of Passchendaele, in Bel-
gium.  It was a German defensive victory, 
but a costly battle on both sides.  Anzac 
forces suffered heavy losses. 

90 years ago:  on 6th Oct 1927 that the 
US premiere of the film ‘The Jazz Singer’ 
took place.  It was the first full-length 
film with synchronised dialogue and 
marked the beginning of the sound era.   

70 years ago:  on 5th Oct 1947 that US 
President Harry Truman gave the first 
televised presidential address from the 
White House. 

65 years ago:  on 6th Oct 1952 that the 
world premiere of Agatha Christie’s play 
‘The Mousetrap’ took place in Notting-
ham.  It opened in London on 25th No-
vember 1952 and is still running, making 
it the world’s longest-running play.  It 
has been performed more than 25,000 
times. 

60 years ago:  on 10th Oct 1957 that the 
Windscale nuclear reactor in Cumbria 
caught fire.  The Windscale (now Sella-
field) fire spread radioactive contamina-
tion over the UK and Europe.  It was the 
worst nuclear accident in British history 
and is thought to have caused hundreds 
of cancers. 

50 years ago:  on 25th Oct 1967 that an 

outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease 
began on a farm in Oswestry, Shropshire.  
It spread rapidly, with 2,228 confirmed 
cases throughout the north-west Mid-
lands and north Wales.  By the time it 
had been brought under control in June 
1968, 400,000 animals had been slaugh-
tered. 

30 years ago:  on 15th Oct 1987 that the 
Great Storm hit southern England. Hurri-
cane-force winds killed 18 people and 
caused £2billion worth of damage.  15 
million trees were lost.  Weather fore-
casters were criticised for failing to pre-
dict the severity of the storm. 

25 years ago:  on 13th Oct 1992 that the 
British Government announced that 31 of 
the country’s 50 remaining  deep coal 
mines would close by March 1993, put-
ting 31,000 miners out of work.  Six 
mines were closed immediately. 

20 years ago:   on 2nd Oct 1997 that 
British scientists Moira Bruce and John 
Collinge showed that new variant Creutz-
feldt-Jakob disease (vCJD) was the same 
disease as BSE in cattle.   

Also 20 years ago:  on 13th Oct 1997 that 
PM Tony Blair met Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams in Belfast.  He was the first 
Prime Minister to meet Sinn Fein’s lead-
ership since David Lloyd George in the 
1920s. 

15 years ago:  from 23rd to 26th Oct 
2002 that the Moscow Theatre Siege 
took place.  Up to 50 Chechen rebels 
stormed a theatre and took about 700 
people hostage, threatening to blow up 
the building if Russia did not withdraw 
from Chechnya.  Russian special forces 
used toxic gas before moving in.  Almost 
all the rebels plus 129 hostages were 
killed. 

Some years ago this month ... 
Anon 
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We have had a very exciting month back!   

The Guides completed their Finding Your 
Way badge by following routes around 
Pitton and Salisbury; they particularly 
liked finishing the Salisbury trail at 
Sprinkles Gelato for an ice cream!  Other 
highlights included making a record as 
part of One-Hit wonder day and finding 
out all about how to prevent bullying.  

The Brownies enjoyed a visit from The 
Reptile Ranch where they got to hold 
lizards, snakes and other reptiles, and 
also pet some gun dogs as part of their 
Friend to Animals badge.  Both units 
enjoyed the District campfire at Hurdcott 
at the end of the month, with lots of fun 
songs! 

We are now looking forward to 2 big 
events coming up: first the Guides will be 
going to Wembley Arena to watch a 
Girlguiding concert.  The concert will 
feature stars including Louisa Johnson, 
Five After Midnight and Pixie Lott, so the 
girls are really excited.  Secondly we have 
our trip to Paris and Disneyland Paris 
over the October school holiday.  There 
will be 18 girls and 4 adults on the 3-
night trip, which will include a day in 
Paris, a day at Disneyland and a visit to a 
WW1 battle site on return.  This will be a 
huge adventure for the girls and leaders, 
as it is the first time we have done an 
overseas trip with the girls. 

 

As you get older, you should be given a 
dog on prescription.  That is the unlikely 
finding of a recent study at Cambridge 
University and the University of East 
Anglia.  

The researchers found that owning or 
walking a dog was one of the most 
effective ways to beat the usual slowing-
down in later life.  It seems that elderly 
people who own a dog are active for at 
least 30 minutes a day more than their 
counterparts with no dog.   

And when it rains or is cold outside?  No 
problem – for the study also found that 
older people with dogs were far less 
impacted by weather, and that they went 
ahead with walking – rain or shine, wet or 
dry.  Overall, their physical activity even 
on miserable days was 20 per cent higher 
than those without pets.     

The researchers confess: ‘We were 
amazed to find that even on the coldest, 
wettest and darkest days, dog walkers 
were more physically active and spent 
less time sitting than did the non-dog 
owners on the long, sunny and warm 
days of summer.’ 

Thus, the team has suggested that dog 
ownership or community schemes for 
dog walking could be prescribed to older 
people by their GPs.   

Brownies and Guides 
Nicki McCarney 

Prescription not available ... 
Anon 
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Baptism 

Alice Rose PENWARDEN 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

27th August 2017 
 

Joshua Charles FROGLEY 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

27th August 2017 
 

Mathilda Josephine METCALFE 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

20th August 2017 
 

Arabella Helen Louise JACKMAN 
and 

Scarlet Lily Ann JACKMAN 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

10th September 2017 
 

Elizabeth Ivy FARMER 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

17th September 2017 
 
 
 

 

 

Marriage 

Steven David FERRIES 
and 

Zöe Kate COOPER  
at 

Farley 
on 

26th August 2017 
 

Hywel Lloyd HERBERT  
and 

Sophie Louise CAMPBELL 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

1st September 2017 
 

William John EDWARDS 
and 

Hayley Jayne OVER 
at 

West Dean 
on 

2nd September 2017 
 

Michael James NICHOLSON 
and 

Daisy Amelia SYMES 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

9th September 2017 
 

Stephen Paul BELL 
and 

Eve Lily CUMMINGS 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

16th September 2017 
 

From the registers 
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Marriage 

David James BRIGGS 
and 

Madeleine Isabelle HOBDAY 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

23rd September 2017 
 

 

 

Funerals 

Michael John Collins  
at  

Winterslow 
on  

24th August 2017 
 
 

Susan Mary Christina PATER  
at  

Winterslow 
on  

1st September 2017 
 
 
 

Kathleen Mary MATTHEWS  
at  

Whiteparish 
on  

5th September 2017 
 
 

 
 

Funerals 

Kenneth Rowland CHAPMAN  
at  

Pitton 
on  

7th September 2017 
 
 

Roy Frank WILLIS 
at  

Winterslow 
on  

12th September 2017 
 
 
 

Dorothy May CROOK  
at  

East Grimstead 
on  

14th September 2017 
 
 
 

Mollie Tinsley WILSON  
at  

Winterslow 
on  

26th September 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From the registers 
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If you want a slimmer waist, sleep more.  

A recent study by the University of Leeds 
has found that those of us who sleep for 
six hours or less have waists on average 3 
cm larger than those of us who sleep for 
8 hours. Shorter sleep also lowers your 
levels of good cholesterol, which helps 
you remove fat from your body.  

The study recommends seven to nine 
hours is best for most adults.  

Do you struggle with clutter?  Many of us 
have so much STUFF in our homes.  But 
the stuff reminds us of various events in 
our lives, and brings back precious 
memories that we can’t bear to lose.  So, 
what do we do? 

One solution may be to take some 
photographs of those possessions, and 
then declutter a bit.  That idea came out 
of recent extensive research at 
Pennsylvania State University.   

As one researcher explained: ‘What 
people really don’t want to give up are 
the memories associated with the item.  
We found that people are more willing to 
give up these possessions if they have a 
way of keeping the memory and the 
identity associated with that memory.’ 

The Sleep Diet? 
Anon 

Clutter 
Anon 
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Here are some tips to make the most of 
your pumpkin this month. 

1.  The shape.     Pumpkins come both 
short and round as well as tall and thin.   
Decide on the pattern of face you will 
want to carve, and choose your shape of 
pumpkin accordingly.  If you like big 
toothy grins, better get a wide pumpkin!      

2.  The ripeness.    Choose one with hard 

skin, which your fingernail will dent but 
not puncture.   Avoid bruised or dented 
pumpkins, unless the marks can be 
incorporated into the character of the 
pumpkin you have in mind. 

3.  The hollowing.    At home, begin by 
laying out sheets of newspaper, because 
you have a messy job ahead.  Choose a 

medium length knife with a thin serrated 
blade, and cut out a hole near the top 
around the stem.  As you cut, it will help 
if you angle your knife slightly upwards.  
This makes the lid and hole slightly cone-
shaped, which stops the lid from falling 
into the pumpkin later on. 

4.  The scraping.    Dig out your pumpkin 
with a large spoon.  Make sure the 
pumpkin is perfectly flat on the bottom. 

5.  The face.      Use a crayon to draw on 
the face.  It can easily be wiped off if you 
go wrong, but in the meantime, will give 
you some guidance.  Now, cut out the 
design, pushing out the pieces of 
pumpkin wall as you go along. 

6.  The preserving of your masterpiece!   
Vaseline does this well – it seals in the 
moisture, and slows down the growth of 
mould inside.   Popping your pumpkin 
into the fridge each night also will help.   

7.  The illumination.   A small plain white 
votive candle in a glass holder works 
best.   

8.  The setting.   Pumpkins need a flat, 
stable surface away from anything that 
can catch fire.  A table in a conservatory 
works well.  If you are using a windowsill, 
make sure that curtains and blinds are 
well out of the way, and that the cat or 
kids won’t knock it off. 

How to carve the perfect pumpkin 
Matt Night-Stalker 



12  

 

Sadly we had to postpone the fun run. So 
many people had signed up to come and 
run in a variety of fancy dress; we WILL 
hold the fun run in the Spring. 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
the raffle on a very soggy day.  Your 
kindness and willingness to support the 
raffle despite the rain raised £186 for the 
Play Park's ongoing maintenance. 

Emma did a wonderful job of sourcing 
lots of brilliant raffle prizes and Fiona was 
most hospitable. 

The winners are as follows: 
Family Pass to the Hawk Conservancy 
The Feest Family 
 
Family Pass to Finkley Down Farm 
Josie Turvey 
 
Meal for two at The Hook & Glove 
Jo Curl 
 

Family Pass to Wilton House 
M Parsons 
 
Family Pass to Cholderton Charlie's 
Tim Lewy 
 
£30 Gift Voucher for Gecko Climbing 
Centre, Romsey 
Lynne & Greg Stacey 
 
Family Pass to Frankie's Fun House 
Tim & Kelly Donnell 
 
£10 Splash of Colour voucher 
Alexander Lewy 
 
Exodus 1 x bag Coffee + 1 x bag luxury 
hot chocolate. 
Annabel Mckillop 
 
Congratulations to all! 
 
 

Farley Fox Fancy Dress Fun Run 
Jo Pitkin 
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A FREE morning event open to ALL 
local residents.  

Saturday 21st October 

Meet at the Bentley Wood “Livery 
Gate”, just off Livery Road, by 9.30 
for a 3 hour session of interesting 
conservation work, including a 
refreshment break with tea, coffee 
and home-made cakes.  

Hand tools and gloves provided. No 
experience is necessary as friendly 
guidance will be given during the 
session.  

Please wear sturdy footwear, and 
clothes suitable for practical work.  

Try it! You’ll love it! 

Enquiries to Sue Walker/Tony 
Goddard on 01722 712713 

 

 

 

 

Pitton is blessed with three narrow 
road approaches entering the village 
from the north, south and east. Two 
of these have single file natural pinch 
points, and the third  a sort of 
chicane. The southern pinch point is 
on a steep incline and is partially 
obscured. Nonetheless to the 
approaching motorist, the narrow 
bend looks nasty. Some years ago a 
police check of speed limits in the 
village showed a minimum problem. 

More recent additional deterrents to 
speeding include cars parked on 
Whitehill and Townsend which block 
two-way passing and force moving 
cars into single file at slow speeds. 

In spite of all these traffic calming 
advantages there will always be the 
occasional idiot who causes 
accidents. An ‘improved’ road will 
merely mean the crash will happen at 
higher speeds. Road signs in this 
environment distract as much as 
inform. 

The roads are not wide enough for 
pavements. 

A solution to the safer commute of 
children between school and village 
hall might be to create a modest 
public footpath ‘round the back’ of 
the hall and down to the west of the 
High Street crossroads, over the 
lightly used Clarendon track. This 
route would be a touch longer, but 
might be a small price worth paying 
to keep the children away from the 
occasional idiots. 

Cake and Conservation 
Sue Walker 

Pitton Roads 
Richard Sharpe 

Birch clearing, Bentley Wood 
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

MBR PLUMBING & BATHROOMS 

Oil Boiler Service & Breakdowns 

Oil Tank Replacements 

CALL MATTHEW ROWE ON 

01794 341709 OR 07831 624887 

***EMERGENCY CALLOUT*** 

*Complete Bathroom Refits inc tiling* 

*Showers supplied and repaired* 

*Washers & Dishwashers installed* 

*Leaks fixed* 

***NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!*** 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 

01980 610095 
OAP Discount   Free Quotes 

SAME DAY SERVICE 

No Call out Charge 

No VAT 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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Do you have a silly walk?  Almost 
certainly yes, if you walk and use your 
smartphone at the same time. 

It seems that when we text, phone, or 
scroll through our contacts, we adopt a 
cautious and exaggerated stepping 
strategy, in order to try and avoid 
tripping over hazards which we no longer 
see.    

Researchers from Anglia Rushkin 
University have found that this involves 
us lifting our lead foot up to 18 per cent 
higher and 40 per cent slower over any 
obstacle, which does look very silly 
indeed.  But it is probably sensible, as 
when we text-walk we reduce our look-
out for obstacles by up to 61 per cent. 

Text-walkers have become such a 
problem on the Continent that in cities 
such as Antwerp, Belgium, special ‘text-
walking-lanes’ have been brought in, so 
that text-walkers do not irritate or 
endanger other pedestrians.   

A number of European countries have 
also started to put fixed warnings on the 
ground, to alert text-walking pedestrians 
that there is a road or tram track right in 
front of them … 

In a discussion with some engineers on a 
client site, about the plans to halt the 
sale of new petrol and diesel vehicles by 
2040.  One of the engineers was musing 
over the fact that the wife of the man 
who revolutionised car production — 
Henry Ford – continued to drive an 
electric car for years after the launch of 
the Model T Ford.   

Two of the engineers already drive 
electric cars (I am on the waiting list for 
the UK launch of the Tesla 3). 

Mrs Clara Ford drove a 1914 Detroit 
Electric, because it was cleaner, powered 
away easily and could travel at 20mph 
for around 80 miles on a single charge. 

As Henry Ford’s mass-production 
approach developed, he was able to cut 
the cost of manufacturing a Model T to 
around 15% of the Detroit Electric.  With 
the spread of filling stations and the 
convenience of instant top-up, the 
internal combustion engine dominated. 

Now the tide is turning.  The new Tesla 3 
can travel at up to 140mph and under 
more rational speeds has a range of 
around 300 miles.  Battery technology is 
one important contributor to this 
performance, but the one often 
overlooked advance is in the electric 
motor.  We now produce the same 
power as Mrs Ford’s car from a unit 
approximately one fifth of the size. The 
latest electric motors convert 97% of the 
electrical energy put into them to 
mechanical energy.  The best internal 
combustion engines manage only 
around 45% efficiency. 

Funny walks 
Harald Bluetooth 

Back to the electric car 
Editor 
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In a new six-part religion series, BBC Two 
is following the lives of country vicars at 
the heart of their rural communities in 
Herefordshire.   

‘A Vicar’s Life’ will show how, from 
opening fêtes to marrying local couples, 
vicars are knitted into the fabric of 
country life.  They act as a pillar of 
support in times of crisis and personal 
sorrow. 

The series will span a six-month period, 
from Whitsun to Christmas, and explore 
how the vicar’s message of Christianity 
fits into an ever-changing 21st century.  
The series will also give a closer 
perspective on rural life, as seen through 
the eyes of the church. Village fetes, 
shooting drives, and local issues - all 
served up with a heavy dose of humour, 
charity, and inspiring local leadership. 

‘A Vicar’s Life’ was made by BBC Studios’ 
Pacific Quay Productions for BBC Two. 
The Executive Producer is Jo Roe. 

 

Dave Walker, cartoonist, cyclist, web 
editor and former church and youth 
worker, is the UK's most shrewd observer 
of the quirks of church life. His distinctive 
Guide to the Church cartoons appear 
weekly in the Church Times, and have 
made their way into books and 
calendars, onto mugs, tea-towels and T-
shirts.  We have one of his cartoons on 
page 12, this month. 

This sixth collection of Dave's cartoons 
includes, among other things: 

• how drones, contactless payment 
and other new technology can 
come in handy in the local church;  

• how to spot a new curate;  

• and the holiday club and how to 
survive it. 

 
Dave’s calendar makes his wry humour 
available all year round. 

A Vicar’s Life 
Tim Lenton 

How to avoid the peace - 
Tips for advanced churchgoing 
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 REFLEXOLOGY 
AND KINESIOLOGY 

TREATMENTS START FROM 

£15 
Stress, Hormonal Problems, 

Skin Conditions 

Digestive disorders and More 

DOREEN RIVETT MBRA, MNFSH 

ON 01980 862285 

Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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Debra McLean IIHHT IHBC  
Natural Organic Skincare  

 
Offering treatments using Botanicals 

organic skincare, derived from natural 
sources, free from synthetic preservatives 

and chemicals. 
 

Facials  - Massage  - Manicure  
Waxing  

 
www.organicandnaturalbeauty.net  

organicandnaturalbeauty@gmail.com  
07930208609 

Robert Amor 
Architectural Consultant 

 
Listed buildings/conservation 
New build & extensions 
Conversions 
Domestic & commercial 
 
Full design/planning service 
 
Office:- 01722- 712825 
Home:- 01722- 712263 
Mobile:- 07765 414757 

“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
 

http://www.organicandnaturalbeauty.net
mailto:organicandnaturalbeauty@gmail.com
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Vines have been grown in England since 
Roman times.  When the Romans left, the 
market dipped considerably.  Production 
continued, though largely with 
ecclesiastical connections, up to the 
dissolution of the monasteries under 
Henry VIII. 

In Wiltshire we have fourteen commercial 
vineyards.  In neighbouring Hampshire, 
there are over forty vineyards actively in 
production.  England and Wales are 
home to around five hundred vineyards, 
with 4,500 acres in production.  That is 
some way behind the largest producers 
(Spain 2.42M acres, China 1.97M acres 
and France 1.96M acres), but nonetheless 
our vineyards produce some good 
quality wines and have won prestigious 
awards. 

It is clearly not just our warm sunny 
climate [sic] that makes this possible.  So 
what is it?  Part of the answer probably 
lies in the soil; that is chalk.  The same 
chalk seam that sits under the South 
Downs disappears under the English 

Channel and rises again in the 
Champagne region in France. 

In the early days of the vineyard revival in 
England and Wales, German grape 
varieties were popular because of their 
ability to ripen in cooler climates.  But 
now classic champagne grape varieties 
are thriving and are commonly used to 
produce sparkling wines from our region. 

Before moving to Wiltshire just over a 
year ago, my ‘local’ vineyard was 
Leventhorpe, in north west Leeds.  It sits 
on seven acres of south west facing land, 
once a slag heap for spoil from a coal 
mine, but reclaimed over thirty years ago 
and now an award winning producer. 

If you want to discover some of the 
Wiltshire vineyards, a good place to start 
is with English Wine Producers website. 

 

http://www.englishwineproducers.co.uk/
vineyards/vineyard-search/ 

 

English Vineyards 
Editor 

http://www.englishwineproducers.co.uk/vineyards/vineyard-search/
http://www.englishwineproducers.co.uk/vineyards/vineyard-search/
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One of the first English media heroines, 
Grace Darling died of tuberculosis 175 
years ago, on 20 October, 1842. She had 
become famous for her daring rescue of 
survivors of a shipwreck off the Farne 
Islands in 1838, when she was just 22. 

 

At the time, she was living on Longstone 
Island, where her father William was the 
lighthouse-keeper. The paddle steamer 
Forfarshire had struck rocks in a storm, 
and most on board had drowned, but 
Grace, looking through a telescope in the 
early morning, could make out survivors 
clinging to the rocks. The sea was too 
rough to launch the lifeboat from 
Seahouses, Northumberland, but Grace 
and her father put to sea in their coble 
rowing boat.   

They rowed to the survivors with great 
difficulty, and Grace kept the boat steady 
while her father helped four men and 
one woman into it. When they reached 
safety, her father returned with two men 
from the Forfarshire to rescue four more. 

Both Grace and her father were awarded 
medals for bravery, but the media 
focused on Grace, who became almost a 
saint-like figure, praised for her Christian 
virtues. Salvation Army founder William 
Booth was one of her admirers.  

 

 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, the longest-
serving British Poet Laureate, died 125 
years ago, on 6 October 1892, at the age 
of 83. Perhaps best known for The 
Charge of the Light Brigade, he had been 
Poet Laureate since 1850. 

Holding rather unorthodox religious 
views, ranging from agnosticism to 
pantheism, he based much of his poetry 
on classical myths, though one of his 
most famous works – much admired by 
Queen Victoria – was In Memoriam AHH,, 
dedicated to his friend Arthur Hallam, 
after whom his son was named. 

 

Tennyson was born in Lincolnshire, the 
son and grandson of vicars. He married 
Emily Sellwood in 1850, when he was 40. 
His attempts at drama were unsuccessful, 
but he is one of the most quoted and 
best loved poets in the English language. 
He was made a Baron in 1884, almost 20 
years after initially declining the honour. 

Grace Darling 
Tim Lenton 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
Tim Lenton 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
 

editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
OCTOBER 
4th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
4th 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
6th 10:00 Bentley Fungus Foray Hawksgrove 
  Woods  Car Park 
7th 19:00 East Harvest Supper Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
7th 19:00 Pitton Sticky Toffee Jazz Village Hall 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for November DVN 
18th 12:00 Pitton Ladies Lunch Silver Plough 
18th 19:30 Farley Parish Council Village Hall 
18th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
18th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
21st 09:30 Bentley Cake & Conservation Livery Gate 
  Woods 
21st 19:30 West Dean Quiz and Curry King George’s Hall 
28th 19:00 Pitton Social Club Charity Village Hall 
   Supper 
NOVEMBER 
1st 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
1st 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
3rd 15:00 Pitton Social Club Talk Village Hall  
   Ron Taylor—Stourhead to Stanpit  
8th TBA Pitton Men of Pitton Bath 
  Roman Baths guided tour 
15th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
15th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for Dec/Jan DVN 
17th 19:00 Pitton Sinbad by Village Hall 
18th 14:00  Pitton Theatre  
18th 19:00  Club 
25th 19:30 East Quiz Night Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
29th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
DECEMBER 
6th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
13th 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
20th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
15th  No DVN in January 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/

