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The Dun Valley News December 17 
 January 18   

This month inside: 
 
Team Letter 
Anticipating Christmas 
 
Brooke, Evelyn, Thistlethwaite 
When you need someone 
 
Landford LINK 
Can you help? 
 
Facebragging 
Just enjoy a peaceful 
Christmas 
 
 
 
For service times through  
December and January visit: 
www.clarendonteam.org/
worship.html 
 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

Turn the clock back nearly 80 years and British people accepted wartime deprivation 
with a strong sense of unity and purpose against a common enemy.  At the same 
time it was recognised that long-standing inequalities should be rectified when 
times improved. 

This month marks the 75th anniversary of the Beveridge Report which identified five 
giant evils of Want, Disease, Ignorance, Squalor and Idleness. The Welfare State is 
now woven into the fabric of our society. Over the holiday period we may want to 
reflect on the Welfare State: right or privilege? Is it our due, or should we be grateful 
for what we receive? A happy and peaceful Christmas to everyone. 

Christmas and New Year: A Time for Reflection 

http://www.clarendonteam.org/worship.html
http://www.clarendonteam.org/worship.html
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden, The Rectory, The Plantation, Winterslow, Salisbury SP5 1RE  
Tel 01980 862231.  Mobile 07960 321355 nils.bersweden@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Farley, Pitton and Winterslow) 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd 
Anthea Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)       01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 

 

TREASURER 
Ms Mandy Kerley, 07971 679466 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:nils.bersweden@clarendonteam.org
mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society


4  

 

I am writing this looking out into the 
sunshine, admiring the roses in my 
garden. 

It doesn’t feel like November… even 
though I know it is November as I 
have just taken the Remembrance 
Day service. 

Now I have to think about Christmas 
and the end of the year, reflecting, as 
I do, on how quickly 2017 has gone 
by? 

When I was a child I could not 
understand how grownups always 
used to talk about time going faster 
and faster with each year.  Especially 
as the nearer it got to Christmas the 
slower time seem to pass and 
Christmas Eve was certainly the 
longest day of the year.  I enjoyed all 
the preparation and getting ready 
for Christmas but the increasing 
sense of anticipation for Father 
Christmas’ visit added to the 
excitement.  

To quote from singer songwriter 
Carly Simon, 

‘We can never know about the 
days to come 

But we think about them anyway.’ 

Anticipation can be good and 
bad, but one thing is for sure... 

 ‘Anticipation, anticipation Is 
keepin' me waitin'’ 

And waiting is something we have to 
do.  The Church sets aside the four 
weeks before Christmas, called 
Advent, to prepare for... the mystery 
of Jesus, our God, who came down 
to earth to live among us... 

To comprehend this great event fully 
we must try and relearn how to wait, 
not in frenzied anticipation but by 
finding a meaning in the waiting, 
through appreciating each day as it 
comes and savouring the future. 
Until, at last, we come to celebrate 
the joy of Christmas and the gift of 
the Christ child in word and song in 
Churches throughout the whole 
world.  

So look out for details of your 
Church services and join with others 
to celebrate. 

Emmanuel… God is with us 
    

Wishing you all a very joyful and 
happy Christmas 

With love 

Jane 

Team Letter - Christmas 2017 
Revd Jane Dunlop 
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Baptism 

Mabel Philippa Posie COLLETT 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

5th November 2017 
 

Charlie Morton HILL 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

22nd October 2017 
 

Lily Rose MARSHALL 
and 

Poppy Louise MARSHALL 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

22nd October 2017 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals 

John William BLAXLEY 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

21st November 2017 
 

Natalie Pamela JACOBS 
at  

Alderbury 
on 

9th November 2017 
 

Olive Audrey TAPPER 
at  

Alderbury 
on 

7th November 2017 
 

Jean BLAKE 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

27th October 2017 
 
 
 
 

From the registers 
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We are a very old Charity… The Brooke, 
Evelyn & Thistlethwaite Trust… dating 
back to 1684, set up to assist Residents 
in the (Ecclesiastical) Parish of West Dean 
with East Grimstead, who find themselves 
in need, hardship or distress by making 
grants of money, or by providing or 
paying for items, services or facilities. 

We help support a number of situations; 
from travel expenses to visit a relative in 
hospital, payment for a short term carer 
or providing a lifeline emergency phone 
line. No grant can be made to replace a 
benefit which can be claimed as a 
statutory right from Public Funds e.g. The 
Department of Work or the Local 
Authority. 

During these difficult times, many people 
are being forced into unexpected 
hardship; it might be yourself, friends or 
a neighbour of whose circumstances you 
are aware. 

Any Resident of West Dean or East 
Grimstead who wishes assistance should 
contact Chris Craig (01722 712677) in 
East Grimstead or Pat Hargraves (01794 
340254) West Dean. 

If your case meets the qualifying criteria 
as set out by the Charity you will be 
visited by one of the Trustees who will 
discuss your problems and needs. 
Naturally you may be asked for details of 
your financial position but you can 
expect and be assured all discussions 
and disclosures are totally confidential 
and only divulged to the Trustees as part 
of the approval process. We guarantee 
full discretion at all times. Please contact 
us even if it’s just for a chat …we are here 
to help. 

You’ll remember it from last year’s build-
up to Christmas: how some of your 
friends posted photographs on Facebook 
of their impossibly beautiful Christmas 
decorations, home-made delicious food 
and perfectly turned out children.  

How do these people with full-time jobs 
still ‘do’ such a perfect Christmas? Do 
they really follow all those Christmas 
craft suggestions in the media? When do 
they whisk up that perfect Christmas 
pudding, and hand-make all their 
decorations, Christmas cakes and 
mincemeat? How do they find time to 
shop in amazing little shops for exquisite 
presents? Never mind then attending 
numerous Christmas parties.  

Just remember there are two sides to 
Facebragging.  

You will see: perfect food, home-made 
holly wreaths, colour-themed 
decorations, presents wrapped and 
beribboned, children singing like angels, 
and looking adoringly at Mum as they 
help with Christmas preparations. 

You won’t see: the jam jar propping up 
the Christmas cake from behind; the 
sticking plasters on fingers who were 
wrestling with the holly leaves; the 
strange bulges on the other side of the 
presents, and the fact that the name tag 
is lost, so no one knows who it is for 
anyway, the video of the children’s fight 
at the back of the church, and how Mum 
threatened them with no Christmas at all 
if they did not shut up, stand still, and 
smile for just ten seconds...  

Don’t worry about the braggers.  It is 
only bragging. Enjoy your Christmas the 
way it comes – however chaotic and 
confused. It is Christmas – peace on your 
family, and goodwill to all of them, 
however difficult. 

Brooke, Evelyn & Thistlethwaite 
Chris Craig 

Facebragging 
Iona Lotte 
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Concern was expressed at the recent 
meeting about large lorries using the 
Pope’s Bottom/Clarendon Road. Our 
Wiltshire Councillor confirmed that 
although the road is weight restricted, 
these lorries have a legal right of access. 

There was also concern over the muddy 
ditch in the field by Maypole Farmhouse. 
This has been  caused by a blocked pipe 
that runs from the East Grimstead Pond. 
The landowner is to be approached.  

The new safety surface has now been laid 
in the Playing Field.  The Parish Council 
was not happy with the recent Annual 
Inspection Report and will look into 
using another firm next year.    

It is hoped to create an area for 
Petanque but the council needs to know 
the wishes of the residents in West 
Grimstead before it goes ahead with the 
scheme. 

The following planning applications were 
discussed: 

John Barleycorn amendments – although 
the Parish Council had no objections, 
close board fencing needs to be erected 
and trees and shrubs planted 
along the boundary between 
the John Barleycorn and Pine 
Cottage. 

Nighwood Farm – Retrospective 
application for grass planted 
bunds.   The Parish Council 
strongly objected to potentially 
hazardous waste material being 
dumped on the site of ancient 
woodland. Councillors want the 
hazardous waste removed. 

Willow Cottage – Alterations 
and extension plus replacement 
garage with studio over – There 
were no objections to this 
application as long as the 
studio space above the garage 
is not used for separate 
accommodation. 

The Parish Steward is in the parish on a 
monthly basis.   If any residents have any 
complaints to make to him regarding 
highways, please let the clerk know on 
01722 710746. 

Two councillors have walked the 
proposed new circular footpath and 
estimate that it takes approximately 1.5 
hours to complete.  Posts and leaflets will 
be ordered in due course.  Appropriate 
warnings, regarding livestock, will be 
included in the leaflets. 

The first draft of the Vision Statement 
has been produced and councillors are 
holding a further meeting. 

The Parish Council is trying to get a No 
Right Turn on the A36 to prevent 
vehicles from turning into Windwhistle 
Lane but according to Highways England, 
until such time as an accident occurs, 
nothing can be done. 

The next meeting of the Council will be 
held on the 4th December at West 
Grimstead Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.  

Liz Bayford, Clerk to the Parish Council 

Grimstead Parish Council 
Report - November 2017 
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November is always a busy month for 
school, with the first of our orienteering 
events for the year, the Salisbury Schools 
High 5 netball competition and the IN2 
hockey tournament.  We are also busy 
getting ready for Christmas, with 
Clarendon class preparing for the Carol 
Service, the Infants learning lines for the 
Nativity and the Juniors practising their 
talents for the Talent Show.  The whole 
school will again be attending the 
Salisbury pantomime in early December 
– and can’t wait! 

We look forward to inviting you all to our 
annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 2nd 
December from 2pm at Pitton School.  
We have a wide range of stalls, with 
something for everyone so please do 
come along.  If you would like some 
raffle tickets then please do drop into 
school and pick up a book. 

Merry Christmas from all at Pitton 
School. 

 

 

 

The Brownies enjoyed a Halloween party, 
although the night hike was cancelled 
due to the rain.  Instead we headed to 
the Den where 3 of our Brownies made 
their promise in front of family and 
friends.  We have also raised money for 
Children-in-Need by holding a PJ/Onesie 
party and enjoying lots of games and 
travelled through time finding out about 
different ages.  We have created a time 
capsule which we are going to keep 
closed for 7 years before opening when 
our youngest Brownie is due to leave 
Guides.  For the next couple of weeks we 
will be enjoying Christmas activities and 
will finish the term at the swimming pool 
for a fun swim. 

The Guides really enjoyed a Ghost Walk 
in Salisbury, finding out all about the 
spooky events that have happened in the 
town.  They have also been working on 
their patrol activities – we have had a 
cookout in the dark, 2 different versions 
of hot chocolate being made, glass jars 
painted and chocolate bars designed 
amongst other things.  We have also 
been on a night hike, made Christmas 
biscuits and held a Christmas party. 

We will again be going to the Salisbury 
Scout & Guide Panto in January to watch 
Eleanor, Caitie and Sophie from Guides 
and Lily and India from Brownies 
perform.  The Guides are looking forward 
to a winter camp in early February, whilst 
both units will be attending Sing-a-Long-
a Beauty and the Beast at Salisbury City 
Hall, and All The World’s a Stage (a 
performing arts day) in March. 

 

 

Pitton Primary School 
Nicki McCarney 

Brownies and Guides 
Nicki McCarney 
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Article 
Contributor 

Article 
Contributor 
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Whiteparish and Landford LINK 

The Whiteparish and Landford LINK 
Scheme is a registered charity (No 
1064297) that provides a return journey 
transport service for local residents from 
the villages of Whiteparish, Landford, 
Alderbury and Whaddon, Dean, West 
and East Grimstead for instance and 
other surrounding villages. In particular 
helping those who have no access to 
transport of their own or who can no 
longer drive for example. 

The Link scheme is an independent 
charity and does not receive any external 
funding. The funding is entirely based on 
donations freely given by our clients. The 
committee, drivers (using their own 
vehicles) and co-ordinators are all 
volunteers. There is no limit on who can 
access the scheme and anyone requiring 
help should contact the coordinator of 
the week on 01794 884390.  

The coordinator will attempt to find a 
driver for the client. All trips are logged 
and registered; the driver then 
periodically submits a claim for mileage 
and other incidental expense such as 
parking. There is no fixed charge for 
journeys, but clients are invited to offer 
freely something towards the cost of the 
trip. The donations are pooled and used 

to pay drivers a mileage allowance and 
coordinators’ telephone costs.  

The great majority of journeys are 
generally in connection with medical 
(hospital/surgery) and dental 
appointments for example, but the 
scheme volunteers are also happy to 
assist with social visits, shopping and 
other journeys when and where 
necessary.  

If you or anyone you know would be 
willing to give of their time as a driver or 
coordinator they would be giving 
valuable service to their community. The 
service is very much appreciated by all 
who use it.  

Drivers are free to choose when they are 
available and are under no obligation. If 
you would like to help, please contact 
01794 884390. 

You can find out more about the LINK 
schemes in South Wiltshire at 
www.wiltshirelink.org.uk then navigate to 
Directory -> South Wiltshire. 

Can You Help? 
John McLaren 

http://www.wiltshirelink.org.uk
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

MBR PLUMBING & BATHROOMS 

Oil Boiler Service & Breakdowns 

Oil Tank Replacements 

CALL MATTHEW ROWE ON 

01794 341709 OR 07831 624887 

***EMERGENCY CALLOUT*** 

*Complete Bathroom Refits inc tiling* 

*Showers supplied and repaired* 

*Washers & Dishwashers installed* 

*Leaks fixed* 

***NO JOB TOO SMALL!!!*** 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 

01980 610095 
OAP Discount   Free Quotes 

SAME DAY SERVICE 

No Call out Charge 

No VAT 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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Mathematics, it seems, cannot predict 
true love. Even the most complex of 
algorithms simply cannot guarantee that 
two people are going to fancy each 
other. So be wary of any dating app or 
website which promises you that they 
have found the perfect ‘formula’ for 
matching you up with the stranger of 
your dreams.  

In a recent test at the University of 
California, researchers painstakingly did 
calculations for compatibility on dozens 
of single people, based on 100 variables, 
including such traits as extroversion, 
ambition, sense of humour, intelligence, 
political views or religious persuasion. To 
their dismay, not even one of their 
‘predicted couples’ worked out. The 
result was zero. One scientist concluded 
that, perhaps, ‘Romantic desire may well 
be more like an earthquake… than a 
chemical reaction involving the right 
combination of traits and preferences.’ 

How things change. Now it seems that 
going out and drinking too much is no 
longer ‘cool’ in the least. Instead, clean 
living young millennials are turning their 
noses up at such overindulgence – 
because it was the sort of thing their 
parents did. 

 
Alcohol has fallen out of favour among 
the young – to such an extent that a 
recent study found that only one in ten 
young people consider that getting 
drunk is ‘cool’. Instead, young people see 
drunkenness as just ‘pathetic’, or 
‘embarrassing’. The data was from a 
survey by Eventbrite.  

Dating Algorithms 
David Pickup 

Millennials and Alcohol 
Anon 
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 REFLEXOLOGY 
AND KINESIOLOGY 

TREATMENTS START FROM 

£15 
Stress, Hormonal Problems, 

Skin Conditions 

Digestive disorders and More 

DOREEN RIVETT MBRA, MNFSH 

ON 01980 862285 

Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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Robert Amor 
Architectural Consultant 

 
Listed buildings/conservation 
New build & extensions 
Conversions 
Domestic & commercial 
 
Full design/planning service 
 
Office:- 01722- 712825 
Home:- 01722- 712263 
Mobile:- 07765 414757 

“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Are your children fussy eaters? Do they 
like to play with their food, and does 
more of supper end up on the table than 
in their mouths? The latest advice from 
the NHS is not to worry about it, and to 
make mealtimes as ‘relaxed’ as you can. 

So this Christmas season, instead of 
scolding young children into better 
behaviour, the advice is to keep the time 
of meals consistent, not to rush children, 
and above all, do not let meals become a 
battleground. Encourage your young 

children to feed themselves, while you 
accept the mess. Encourage upbeat 
conversations, and a general air of 
contentment, even if the result is a 
chaotic table. 

After all, even the most ‘picky’ of children 
is unlikely to starve. According to data 
from primary schools in England, in 2015
-16, just one per cent of children starting 
school were underweight.   

Eating with Children 
David Pickup 
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200 years ago: on 7th Dec 1817 that 
William Bligh, British Royal Navy officer 
and colonial administrator, died. Best 
known as the captain of HMS Bounty 
when a historic mutiny (the Mutiny on 
the Bounty) took place in 1789. He was 
set adrift in a small boat with some of his 
loyal crew, but managed to travel over 
4,000 miles without any navigational aids 
to Timor, from where he returned to 
England. It makes our modern need of a 
Satnav to go even 20 miles seem a bit 
pathetic. 

 

150 years ago: on 6th Dec 1867 that 
(Marie) Jean Pierre Flourens, French 
physiologist and educator died. He was 
the first person to prove that the mind is 
located in the brain and not the heart. He 
was also a pioneer of anaesthesia.  

 

125 years ago: on 18th Dec 1892 that 
Tchaikovsky’s ballet The Nutcracker was 
performed for the first time, at the 
Mariinsky Theatre, in St Petersburg, 
Russia. 

 

100 years ago: on 9th Dec 1917 that 
during the Battle of Jerusalem, the 
Ottoman Empire surrendered the city to 
the British. On 11th Dec, the British 
General Edmund Allenby entered the city 
on foot (rather than horseback or 
vehicle) as a mark of respect, becoming 
the first Christian to control the city in 
500 years. 

 

75 years ago: on 1st Dec 1942 that the 
British Government published the 
Beveridge Report, which formed the 
basis of the welfare state.  

 

65 years ago: on 5th Dec 1952 that the 
Great Smog of London took place. 
Dense, cold, smoke-filled fog descended 
upon London, bringing the city to a 

standstill for four days. More than 4,000 
people died.  

 

50 years ago: on 3rd Dec 1967 that the 
world’s first successful human heart 
transplant was performed by a team led 
by Dr Christian Barnard in Cape Town. 
The patient, Louis Washkansky, survived 
for 18 days before dying from 
pneumonia due to a weakened immune 
system.  

 

40 years ago: on 16th Dec 1977 that 
Heathrow Central (now Heathrow 
Terminals 1,2, 3) opened at Heathrow 
Airport as a station on the London 
Underground. It was the first airport in 
the world to be directly served by its 
city’s underground railway system. 

 

20 years ago: on 11th Dec 1997 that the 
Kyoto Protocol, aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas and combating global 
warming, was adopted at a conference in 
Japan. (Over 190 countries have signed 
the agreement, which came into effect in 
Feb 2005. Canada withdrew in Dec 2012.) 

 

Also 20 years ago: on 11th Dec 1997 that 
Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams met 
British Prime Minister Tony Blair at 10 
Downing Street – the first Irish 
Republican leader to do so since Michael 
Collins in 1921. 

 

15 years ago: on 7th Dec 2002 that Iraq 
submitted a weapons declaration to the 
United Nations in which it stated it had 
no weapons of mass destruction. 

 

10 years ago: on 23rd Dec 2007 that the 
British royal family launched The Royal 
Channel on the video sharing website 
YouTube.   

In December... 
Tim Lenton 
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Exactly 60 years ago the Queen’s 

Christmas message was broadcast for the 

first time on television. Finally, the 

newcomer had put radio in its place! 

Families all over Britain delayed their 

Christmas pudding to hear, and for the 

first time to watch their monarch 

delivering it.  

By modern broadcast standards, it was 

rather odd. One could feel the Queen’s 

anxiety about it, the content, as most 

royal messages had always been, 

predictable and platitudinous and the 

accent a strange and unique ‘royal speak’ 

in which ‘I’ was always ‘One’ and ‘house’ 

was pronounced ‘hice’. Nobody worried. 

She was a popular monarch and she had 

embraced the new ‘medium of the 

people’ to talk to us. 

Somewhere in the next 60 years the 

whole style and feel of the Christmas 

message changed. For one thing, the 

Queen’s accent is now simply a bit posh, 

but completely recognisable and normal. 

‘One’ has gone, and Her Majesty is very 

happy to talk freely about her own 

feelings and faith – quite remarkably so 

in the last few years. There are very few 

platitudes, but a great deal of hard-

earned wisdom in her words. At 91, she 

has mastered the great television art of 

talking to rather than at the audience. 

Long live the Queen! 

Silence for Her Majesty 
David Winter 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
 

editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

 

Farley Church would just like to let you know that 
FlitFest in September made a whopping £2,120 for 
church restoration. 
 
At Harvest this year, Farley gave a very healthy 87.9 kg 
of food to the Trussell Trust, and Morning Star received a 
cheque for £665. 
 
The Remembrance service collection amounted to 
£282.50 quite apart from Mike Carter's door to door col-
lection. 
 
But it's not entirely about money: We have been delighted 
to see so much support for our recent services 
too.  Thank you for everything you've done or given to 
make these events successful. 
 
Our Carol service will take place in candlelight on Friday 
22nd December at 7pm followed by mince pies and 
mulled wine in the village hall.  
 
It will be one of the very last opportunities to see and 
thank Rev Nils for all he has done for us over the years, - 
so let's make that church really sing! 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DECEMBER 
2nd 10:30 West Coffee Morning Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
3rd 16:00 Pitton Youth Group Stockbottom House 
4th 19:00 West Grimstead Village Hall 
  Grimstead Parish Council  
6th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
6th 19:30 East Friends of Bentley Reading Room 
  Grimstead Wood Christmas Party 
6th 19:30 Pitton Pitton & Farley Village Hall 
   Parish Council 
12th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
13th 12:00 Pitton Ladies Lunch Silver Plough 
13th 14:00 Pitton Christmas Performance St Peter’s Church 
   Pitton School Juniors 
13th 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
14th 19:30 West Christmas Wreath Village Hall 
  Grimstead Making 
15th  No DVN in January 
17th 18:00 West Carol Service St Mary’s 
  Dean 
20th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
21st 19:00 Pitton Carol Service St Peter’s Church 
22nd 19:00 Farley Carols by Candlelight All Saints 
23rd 19:15 East Christmas Reading Room 
  Grimstead Sing-a-long 
24th 16:00 East Carol Service Holy Trinity 
  Grimstead 
JANUARY 
3rd 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for February 
17th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
26th 15:00 Pitton Social Club AGM Village Hall 
27th 19:30 Winterslow Burns Night Village Hall 
   Charity Super Dance 
FEBRUARY 
7th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for March 
21st 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 
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