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Church spires could be used to boost mobile and broadband coverage in 
rural areas under an agreement between the UK government and the 
Church of England. The government has committed to achieving good-
quality mobile connectivity across the UK by 2022. 

While the agreement encourages churches to sign up, they will still have to 
negotiate the usual planning process. Digital analysts welcomed the 
development but said "the devil would be in the detail". 

According to Ofcom's figures, published in December, 4G coverage - where 
a signal is available from all four mobile operators - is currently available 
across 43% of the UK. 

For calls and text messaging, 70% of the UK can receive a signal from all 
four operators. 

Country churches could improve mobile reception 
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden has now left.  His post will be advertised shortly. 
 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd 
Anthea Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)       01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 

 

TREASURER 
Ms Mandy Kerley, 07971 679466 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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Dear Friends, 

Just over a week ago on a very 
clear, cold evening, a large coach 
load of Clarendon Team 
members set off for Wimbledon 
in order to be with Nils and his 
family for his licensing to St 
Mary’s Church.  It is a most 
beautiful church with a wonderful 
history, and we were welcomed 
most warmly with tea and coffee 
in an ultra modern hall, nearby, 
with all mod cons.  Quite a few 
people had driven up as well so 
we were quite a crowd by the 
time we were seated at the rear 
of the church.  We had a 
wonderful view of the 
magnificent painted chancel 
ceiling.  A lot of the local 
congregation arrived almost on 
the dot of 8.00pm when it 
started.  It was a most beautiful 
service with the Bishop of 
Kingston licensing Nils, and lovely 
music, aided by a very large and 
extremely good choir.  It was 
both uplifting and sad as it was 
our final goodbye.  I think our 
seating at the back was really 
symbolic of letting go, of handing 
over and seeing him safely 
installed in his new ministry, 
ready to go forward with a new 
congregation and new life. 

The drive home proved quite 
exciting as the A303 was closed 
and the large coach had to take 
tiny back roads, some of which 

were also closed.  At one point 
we ended up in Basingstoke 
crematorium which caused a lot 
of laughter and a tricky situation 
to get out of! 

So now we too have to look 
forward with hope and 
expectation.  We have just 
celebrated the Transfiguration 
where Jesus met God on the 
mountaintop.  I think coming 
home from Wimbledon was a bit 
like coming down from the 
mountain and facing the future.  
It was coming home to normal 
life, horrible weather, walking the 
dogs in the mud and rain and 
trying to keep warm!  But its also 
a time of hope and looking 
forward to new life here and new 
voices.  We’re not just staying still 
but with prayer, and the ministry 
of so many people, God is 
working in this place and taking 
us forward to pastures new.                                                 

 

Cynthia.   

Team Letter  
Revd Cynthia Buttimer 
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With the pressures increasing on the 
state’s ability to provide care for 
young and old alike, the question is: 
can we do more for ourselves? 

In respect of the elderly and vulnera-
ble, a reasonable objective might be 
to ensure that:  

 they are known to neighbours 
or a caring group such as the 
church; 

 neighbours provide informal 
support when necessary; 

 events exist that provide op-
portunity for them to take an 
active participation; 

 communications (such as the 
DVN) keep them informed 
about local events; 

 transport is available if neces-
sary. 

On top of this, for all of us including 
the youngsters:  

 are there a range of available 
activities (could be sporting, 
hobbies, artistic or cultural)? 

 do these activities involve a 
mix of age groups? 

 do we promote them well 
enough? 

 do we have marked walks, cy-
cle routes, running routes? 

 is there a health and safety 
issue? 

 is there a safeguarding issue? 
If you have ideas about how to en-
hance the villages’ health and well-
being, or if you have comments 
about the topics mentioned above 
(or indeed the lack of topics men-
tioned), do please write to me as 
Chairman of the Pitton and Farley 
Parish Council:  

rodcoppock@gmail.com 

 

We held our annual Burns’ Night 
Supper and Ceilidh on the 27th Janu-
ary.  We split the funds raised be-
tween the Scout Group and a local 

charity; this year we have donated 
£350 to Julia’s House.  

The committee and I would like to 
say a huge thank you to all those 

who helped organise and run the 
evening and to everyone who came 
and supported us on the night. 

We hope to be able to run another 
event again next year, so keep your 
eyes peeled!  

 

 

Health and Wellbeing 
Rod Coppock 

Thank You—Winterslow Scouts 
Jon Cox 

mailto:rodcoppock@gmail.com?subject=Health%20and%20Wellbeing
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Funerals 

 

Brenda Kathleen ROBERTSHAW 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

14 February 2018 
 
 

Kathleen May PARSONS 
at 

West Dean 
on 

13 February 2018 

From the registers 
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Our Wiltshire Councillor, Richard Britton, 
reported that the fly tipping surveillance 
camera has uncovered a lot of evidence 
and there are 12 prosecutions in the 
course of preparation at the moment.   It 
is not known where the camera has been 
placed but nevertheless encouraging to 
know that it is having the required effect.   

The Parish Council is investigating the 
cost of digging a ditch in the field behind 
Maypole Farmhouse. Hopefully the 
bogginess will disappear when the 
weather is drier.    

Boswells have been very helpful with 
advice concerning the petanque area in 
Grimstead Playing Field and hopefully 
there will be more information on this 
following the next meeting.    

A letter had been received from the 
Highways team stating that the culvert 
along Long Drove, East Grimstead (just 
past the road narrow sign) is scheduled 
for repair in mid-March despite the fact 
that this has never been reported by the 
Parish Council.   This will mean the 
closure of the road for up to six weeks.  
Highways are now looking into the 
matter and are also inspecting the 
culverts along the Butterfurlong Road 
which have been on the agenda for some 
time.    There was some concern over the 
amount of advertising along the 
Whaddon/West Grimstead Road.  As “Mr 
Fencing” owns the poles in question, we 
have been advised that there was little 
that could be done.    

It was hoped to erect bollards/gates at 
either end of Gays Drove to prevent 
unwanted vehicles and fly tippers and 
the Council is looking into the possibility 
of meeting the landowners of the 
adjoining fields to see if they could help. 

Little has been done to the Circular 
Footpath as it has been too wet but the 
Southern Area Circular Footpath Group is 
willing to help. 

Another Litter Pick Up has been arranged 
for the Parish on Saturday 3rd March 
when it was hoped many people would 
turn out and clean the rubbish. 

There were three planning applications 
before the Council. 

 Claremont Cottage – Single storey 
extension – there were no 
objections 

 Manor Farmhouse, East Grimstead 
– Erection of detached dwelling – 
The council felt the dwelling is on 
agricultural land and therefore 
objected. 

 5 Dean Road – Replacement 
dwelling – The Council objected 
to this as it is a new dwelling in 
the open countryside.  

 

The condition of the track across 
Bugmore Green is being looked into by 
Wiltshire Council.  

It was reported that the acoustic panels 
have now been erected in the East 
Grimstead Reading Room with the 
quality of the sound being very much 
improved.    

The Annual Parish Meeting will take 
place at West Grimstead Village Hall on 
Monday, 9th April.   It was hoped that 
members of the Police, Fire Brigade and 
Hazel Hill would be able to attend. 

 

Liz Bayford  

Clerk to Grimstead Parish Council. 

grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com  

 

 

Grimstead Parish Council 
Report - February 2018 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=Grimstead%20Parish%20Council
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Tea-drinkers have always known that 
almost anything is possible, with a cup of 
tea in your hand, and now it seems that 
the scientists are catching up with them. 
For there seems to be proof that a simple 
cup of tea can spark an instant burst of 
your brainpower and creativity, 
enhancing your mood and cognitive 
ability.   

Yet, although tea contains both caffeine 
and theanine, both of which increase 
attentiveness and alertness, these do not 
usually take effect as quickly as the 
simple act of drinking tea seems to do.  
Thus, researchers suspect that simply 
drinking the tea works to enhance your 
mood.   

Tests found that drinking tea helped 
people in both divergent thinking (the 
process of coming up with a number of 
new ideas around a central theme), and 
also with creativity.   This must make tea 
the go-to drink for writers, artists and 
musicians, and indeed anyone looking 
for inspiration.  So - go put the kettle on! 

The study appeared in the journal Food 
Quality and Preference. 

If you have a young family, here is a 
good reason to have a dog as well:  
recent research at Imperial College 
London has found that some young 
children are less likely to develop asthma 
and other allergies later in life if they 
have had a dog in their early childhood. 

Scientists think it may be because dogs 
carry high levels of bacteria, which 
trigger the child’s immune system to kick 
in early, and thus develop protection 
which can last all their lives. 

Creative with tea 
Tim Warr 

Dogs and asthma 
Pat Field 
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Janet Holmes, a team vicar in Telford, 
Shropshire, has responded to shocking 
statistics around UK food waste, resulting 
in the launch of Brookside Community 
Fridge.  

After participating in the Make Good 
missional entrepreneurship course, a 
partnership between Church Mission 
Society, Matryoshka Haus and the 
Pickwell Foundation, Janet worked with 
others in her community to bring the 
idea to fruition. 

The fridge, hosted in a local community 
centre, is a place where anyone can put 
in and take out food – so supplies are 
donated by both individuals and local 

businesses, and anyone in the 
community can come to make use of 
them. The team saw the idea in London, 
and managed to secure some funding 
from the Sainsbury’s “waste less, save 
more” initiative. 

It seems a simple solution to the issue of 
food waste – yet it has caught the eye of 
local media, and the fridge has been 
featured on Midlands Today TV news 
and the project co-ordinator, Sam Smith, 
was interviewed by BBC Radio 
Shropshire. 

To learn more about the Make Good 
missional entrepreneurship course, which 
helps bring good ideas like this to life, go 
to:  

pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org 

Pioneer Mission 
David Winter 

https://pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org
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Title 
Author 
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Each year the Research and Statistics 
Department of the Archbishops’ Council 
asks all 42 Cathedrals in the Church of 
England (plus Westminster Abbey which 
is not technically a Cathedral but a Royal 
Peculiar) to complete a form giving 
attendance information.  The latest data, 
published autumn 2017, gave details for 
2016.  

In 2016, a total of 37,000 people 
attended services at our Cathedrals.  (Up 
from 26,000 in 2000.) That was an 

average of 880 people per Cathedral per 
week.  Just over half of them, or 19,000, 
were Sunday churchgoers.  The rest came 
to weekday services. 

In 2016 there were some 9 million 
visitors to English Cathedrals, plus a 
further 1.1 million to Westminster 
Abbey.  Roughly half, 47%, of the visitors 
were paying visitors.   

In 2016 a total of 850 choirs visited 
Cathedrals – an average of 20 choirs per 
Cathedral.  There were some 2,000 
regular Cathedral choristers in 2016, of 
whom three-quarters were child 
choristers (split 52% boys, 48% girls) and 
the remainder Lay Clerks or Choral 
Scholars (90% men, 10% women).    

Just exactly why do people go to 
cathedrals?  A survey reported by Prof 
Leslie Francis in 2015 found 77% went 
because of the preaching, 76% because 
of the music and 73% because of the 
choir.  89% liked the spiritual atmosphere 
in a cathedral, 87% the feeling of 
peace.  Three-quarters, 76%, liked the 

friendly 
atmosphere and 
almost the same 
number, 72%, said 
there were people 
in the Cathedral 
they felt they could 
turn to for spiritual 
help.   

  

 

 

 

Who visits our cathedrals? 
Lucy Johnson 
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Wed 7 March 2018 
Annual General Meeting at East 
Grimstead Reading Room. The hall will 
be open at 7 pm for payment of 
subscriptions, AGM starts at 7.30 pm. 
Refreshments will be served and you can 
pick up your 2017 Nature Notes. David 
Lambert will present a talk “Seeing the 
Wood Through the Trees of Bentley 
Wood”. Non-members wishing to join on 
the night are very welcome.  

Sat 7 April 2018 
Bean Pole Celebration at the Barn. 10.30 
am to 12.30 pm. Demonstrations of 
woodland crafts using hazel, with tea/
coffee and biscuits. Come and take away 
coppice products from the wood – bean 
poles and pea sticks – available for a 
modest fee. 

Sun 29 April 2018  
Spring Drive Through the Wood. Gates 
open at 2 pm and close at 4.30 pm. Drive 
through the wood by car to see 
woodland trees springing back into life 
and, of course, the bluebells. Enter at 
Livery Gate or Tytherley Road entrance 
and come along for refreshments at the 
Barn. 

Sun 6 May 2018 
Salisbury & District Natural History 
Society Spring Flower Ramble. Meet at 
2pm at Livery Gate to drive on to the 
north of the wood. Stout footwear 
recommended. Duration about 2.5 hours. 
Members of FOBW are welcome to join 
the ramble. 

Sun 10 June 2018 
A Morning of Marvellous Moths. At the 
Barn, any time between 10 am and 12 
pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits. A privileged 
look at the amazing variety of moths 
found in the wood the previous night, in 
the company of experts who can identify 
the largest to the smallest moth, all 
marvellous. 

Sat 30 June 2018 
Summer Walk and BBQ. Meet at the Barn 
at 4pm. A one- to two-hour circular stroll 

will be followed by a sumptuous BBQ!  
Stout footwear recommended. BBQ, soft 
drinks, tea and coffee provided at 6pm. 
Please bring your own alcoholic drinks if 
you wish. 

Sun 5 August 2018 
Afternoon Insects and Flowers Ramble.  
Meet at the Hawksgrove car park, on the 
Howe Farm Track, at 2pm.  We’ll stroll 
around the Oil Drill Clearing and then 
walk to the Bomb Crater Pond! We’ll 
attempt to identify any flowers and 
invertebrates we encounter. Stout 
footwear recommended. Duration about 
2.5 hours. Joint event between Salisbury 
& District Natural History Society and 
FOBW. 

Sat 1 September 2018 
A Gentle Walk to Enjoy the Autumn 
Crocuses.  Meet at the Barn at 2pm for a 
roughly 2 hour circular walk to see 
perhaps thousands of beautiful lilac 
autumn crocuses (if we’re lucky!) and 
other flowers with Dr Pat Woodruffe, 
followed by tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Sat 6 October 2018 
Cake and Conservation. Meet at Livery 
Gate at 9.30 for a 3 hour session of 
interesting conservation work, including 
a refreshment break with tea, coffee and 
home-made cakes. Tools and gloves 
provided. No experience is necessary as 
friendly guidance will be given during the 
session. Please wear sturdy footwear, and 
clothes suitable for practical work. Try it! 
You’ll love it! 

Sun 21 October 2018  
Fungus Foray. Meet at Livery Gate 
entrance at 10 am, finished by 1 pm. 
Come and learn to recognise and identify 
some amazing fungi. Joint meeting 
between FOBW, Wiltshire Botanical 
Society and the Salisbury & District 
Natural History Society. Coordinator Ailsa 
McKee will divide us into groups with a 
few people picking then gather us at the 
end for an identification session. Please 
wear suitable footwear for rough/muddy 

Friends of Bentley Wood: Programme 2018/19 
Sue Walker 
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terrain. 

Sat 27 October 2018  
Autumn Drive Through. Drive into the 
wood by car and see the autumn colours 
(if we’re lucky!). Enter at Livery Gate or 
Tytherley Road Entrance and come along 
for tea, coffee and home-made cakes at 
the Barn. Then drive to the Draining Field 
(one way signposted route) and exit via 
Howe Farm Track onto Livery Road. 
Gates open at 2pm and close at 4.30pm. 

Thu 6 December 2018 
Friends’ Christmas Party. At East 
Grimstead Reading Room, starting at 
7.30pm. Good food and wine, good 
company, a raffle, and entertainment. We 
look forward to welcoming you. 

Sun 30 December 2018 
Walk off Christmas then have Mulled 
Fruit Punch and Mince Pies! Meet at 
Eastern Clearing car park, off Tytherley 
Road, at 10am. We’ll walk a soft green 
track to the Barn for mulled fruit punch 
and mince pies and return to the car park 
by 12.30pm. Bring the whole family. Well
-behaved dogs on leads also very 
welcome. Please wear suitable footwear 
for rough/muddy terrain.  

Wed 10 April 2019 
Annual General Meeting. At East 
Grimstead Reading Room. The hall will 
be open at 7pm for payment of 
subscriptions, AGM starts at 7.30pm. 
Refreshments will be served and there 
will be time to circulate, chat, enjoy 
meeting other Friends over a glass of 
wine, and pick up your 2018 Nature 
Notes. There will be a raffle and 
entertainment. Non-members wishing to 
join on the night are very welcome. NB 
APRIL this year! 

The Trustees have asked us to remind 
Friends that the picking of flowers 
or collecting of any specimen from 
Bentley Wood is not permitted. 

Please refer to your FOBW map for the 
location of The Barn 
and the car parks referred to in the 
programme. 

If you require more information on any 
of the events organised, please contact. 
Myra Bennett,  

01794 341308  

secretary@friendsofbentleywood.org.uk 

Friends of Bentley Wood: Programme 2018/19 
Sue Walker 

mailto:secretary@friendsofbentleywood.org.uk?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News%20Events%20Programme
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 
01980 610 095 
07768 896 565 

Free Quote, Free Call Out 
Same Day Service 
Checkatrade.com 

 
www.1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk 

 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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It is now nearly a year (April 2017) since 
the Law clamped down on motorists who 
use their phones at the wheel.  But many 
drivers may not realise that the laws also 
extend to using mobile phones as 
satnavs. 

Although it is not illegal to use a 
navigation app, drivers face prosecution 
if they touch the handset for any reason, 
while they are at the wheel, even if the 
vehicle is not moving.  The maximum 
penalty has doubled, to a £200 fine and 
six points, or even disqualification.  

Pete Williams, road safety spokesman for 
the RAC, says: ‘More has to be done to 
educate drivers that any use of a hand-
held phone at the wheel is both illegal 
and presents both a mental and physical 
distraction that could ultimately cause a 
crash and the loss of life.’  In 2015 there 
were 22 deaths on the roads, simply due 
to drivers using handheld phones. 

Are you about to celebrate something?  
Go easy on the prosecco.   

A professor from the British Dental 
Association points out that: ‘prosecco 
offers a triple whammy of carbonation, 
sweetness and alcohol, which can put 
your teeth at risk, leading to sensitivity 
and enamel erosion.’    

Experts from the London Centre for 
Cosmetic Dentistry agree: ‘It is acidic and 
it has sugar in it, so while a few glasses 
are fine, if you drink too much of it you 
are going to have a problem.’ 

Phones in cars 
Paul Harding 

Prosecco caution  
James Travis 



 19 

 

Beware – you can fall for a scam at any 
age.  It seems that under-25s are more 
likely to fall for ‘phishing’ scams, where 
criminals hack into their social media 
accounts and pretend to be their friends 
or family. But those aged 50 or over are 
also in peril:  especially when a criminal 
pretends to be a company with a 
household name.   

A recent study done by Experian found 
that, after many years of older people 
being seen as the most gullible, the 
danger has shifted to people in their late 
20s.  

As one expert explains,  ‘young people 
are so comfortable with technology… 
they just don’t believe they could be 
caught out by a cyber-crime.’ 

 

 

 

The etiquette of a dinner party can be 
daunting, but a recent issue of The Lady 
magazine has offered one sure way to 
please your host: leave at a reasonable 
hour. 

Thomas Blaikie, the magazine’s etiquette 
correspondent, says that the effort of 
bringing a dinner party to an ideal close 
can be ‘traumatic’ for a host, and that the 
‘best leaving occurs naturally’.  He 
advises you to leave by 10.30pm on a 
weekday, and by 11.15pm at a weekend.    

What about drinks after dinner in the 
lounge?  Mr Blaikie says it is ‘not in any 
way rude’ to forego that, so don’t be 
upset if you are simply offered tea or 
coffee at the dinner table.   

Who falls for scams? 
Lester Cooke 

Make your host happy 
Mike Pardy 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Bats in the belfry are becoming a serious 
problem for many churches around the 
country.   

Volunteers spend hours cleaning bat 
urine and excrement off of pews and 
floors, and some vicars have even been 
known to have to brush bat droppings 
out of their hair while taking a service of 
Holy Communion. Valuable works of art 
such as centuries-old murals may also be 
at risk.  Often there are more bats in the 
church than people in the congregation – 
as in one church in Lincolnshire, which 
currently has 700 bats roosting in the 
belfry. 

And yet, of course, it is illegal to stop a 
bat from reaching its roost, which means 
that many churches are unable to cover 
up holes in their walls and doors which 
bats use for access.   

So now more and more churches are 
applying for the Bats and Churches 
Partnership, which can monitor the bats, 
to see whether church managers could 
be allowed to take actions to protect 
their historic buildings.  The general 
overall consensus seems to be that while 
people don’t want to harm bats, they do 
want to have a clean church, ‘so that it 
can be used for the purpose it’s been 
intended for’ – a place for local people to 
worship.  

 

 

Science fiction is well-loved, not just in 
books (though check the stacked shelves 
of that category in your bookshop) but in 
films and on television. ‘Star Wars’, for 
instance, is almost a religion, with 
millions of followers.   Sci-fi, as it is 
known, sets out to use a ‘scientific  
possibility’ as a fictional tool.  It may 
destroy the world, or (as a scientific 
saviour usually demonstrates) bring in a 
new dawn of hope. 

We assume science fiction is a modern 
phenomenon, but this month we are 
reminded otherwise. On March 11th 
1818 a young writer, Mary Shelley, 
published her first book, Frankenstein, 
generally judged to be the earliest 
science fiction novel. It was the story of a 
scientist who, in the course of some 
daring experiments, found that he had 
created a monster, a grotesque being 
with some human abilities. The clever 
scientist Frankenstein had opened 
Pandora’s box. 

The book had arisen out of a competition 
between three established writers and 
one novice, Mary Shelley, to write a 
‘fantasy’ novel. Shelley’s Frankenstein 
won the competition and was published, 
but the author was not named. Such was 
its success, however, that when it was 
reprinted three years later Mary Shelley’s 
name was on it. It was some time before 
anyone else made a similar impact with a 
science-fantasy novel – probably not 
until H G Wells and The Time Machine, 
80 years later. 

But the word was out. A story to chill the 
blood and arouse unspeakable fears 
could win an admiring audience.  
Perhaps a philosopher or psychiatrist can 
explain why, but the evidence is there in 
the bookshops and the viewing figures. 

 

Bats in the belfry 
Ed Boston 

The mother of science fiction 
David Winter 
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The first episode of Douglas Adams’ 
science fiction comedy series The 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy was 
broadcast on BBC Radio 4 on 8 March 
1978 – 40 years ago. 

Described by one commentator as “Dr 
Who meets Monty Python”, it was 
actually much better than that, mixing 
brilliant off-the-wall thinking with 
hilarious characterisation and situations. 
The radio series eventually evolved into a 
five-book “trilogy”, a TV series and a film. 

Adams himself died of a heart attack in 
2001 before the film appeared, but his 
achievements in his field have probably 
never quite been equalled. 

The adventure opens with the 
destruction of Earth to make way for a 
hyperspace bypass, and there is plenty in 
it to upset Christians of a sensitive 
nature, reflecting as it does a universe 
not very close to anything depicted in 
the Bible, or indeed anywhere else. But 
although Adams described himself as a 
“radical atheist”, it was hard to view his 
work as anything but brilliant. 

A memorial service was held for him on 
17th September 2001 at St Martin-in-the
-Fields Church, Trafalgar Square, London. 
It was the first church service broadcast 
live on the web by the BBC.  

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
Tim Lenton 
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Fire & Rescue Service 
Reiterated that their focus is on 
prevention in our area due to the 
distance from the fire station. They offer 
free Safe and Well checks and are willing 
to talk to parishes and community 
groups . 

Great British Spring Clean 
Tom had emailed clerks about this 
initiative for 2018. He urged them to 
feedback so he could help to register the 
events. Bags and some additional kit 
would be available to those schemes 
who had registered with Tom and more 
info would follow. 
Register your event: 
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/99K9K7K 

WW1 Commemorative Tree Planting 
The council was on target to meet its 
objective to plant 10k trees with over 
1000 trees being planted in Laverstock 
alone. 

Policing 
Van thefts and beauty spot offences were 
raised as an issue by PC Holland, who 
urged people to secure their vehicles and 
not leave valuables in them. There 
remains some interest in holding 
Neighbourhood tasking groups and the 
Area Board would look into options for 
this.  

General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR)  
This will come into force on 25 May 2018 
and there is no period of grace. We had 
hoped that the Council would produce 
some notes but this now seems unlikely.  

Fly Tipping 
The Board had invested £3,000 in a 
surveillance camera to target fly tipping. 
A number of offences had now been 
recorded and officers will pursue the 
offenders through the courts. 

Our youth theme 
We heard from Catherine Maxwell (Any 
Body Can Cook) & Julian Dziubinski 

(Boomsatsuma) about what they offer to 
our youth clubs. Tom highlighted the 
main points from the boards review into 
the positive activities provided to youth 
clubs. In short, we are currently providing 
about the right amount of positive 
activities to our youth clubs but there is 
possibly some scope to tweak the arts 
activities. It’s very clear from the review 
that young people love zorbing!! The 
area board agreed £500 towards a new 
sports provider to replace Go Active who 
can no longer supply this service.  

Office of the Police & Crime 
Commissioner 
Precept consultation: The Chairman 
noted that the £1 a month increase 
equated to a 7% increase, which would 
raise an additional £4.3m. This would 
give the Commissioner just over £110m 
in funding. He gives £107m to the Police. 
This would still leave a deficit of £1.3m in 
the Chief Constables budget.  

Grants 
Redlynch Parish Council was awarded 
£4,571 towards the play equipment 
project. 
Coombe Bissett and Homington Cricket 
Club was awarded £3,524.38 towards the 
purchase of a new roller for the club, 
subject to them running a taster session 
for young people.  

Tom Bray 
Community Engagement Manager 
Tel: 01722 434252 
Twitter: @SouthWiltsAB 
 

Editor comment: 25th May 2018 is the 
end of the two year GDPR grace period.  
The principles of the law are largely 
unchanged from the 1998 Data 
Protection Act, but the penalties for poor 
data management are now more serious. 
It will be easier for individuals to insist 
that organisations adhere to the law. 

South Wiltshire Area Board—February Minutes Highlights 
Tom Bray 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/99K9K7K
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

PITTON & FARLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
There are vacancies for two parish councillors. 

Councillors play a large part in managing the community’s 
interests in the villages of Pitton and Farley.  Items requiring 
the council’s attention include setting the precept (money paid 
to the Council by ratepayers), considering planning 
applications, managing Council-owned land, liaising with 
Wiltshire Council on highways and other issues, plus many 
other items of local interest. 

There are normally eight meetings per year, in the evenings. 

If you are interested in pursuing this opportunity, please 
initially contact the Parish Clerk, Catherine Purves, at 
clerk@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:clerk@pittonandfarley.co.uk?subject=Parish%20Councillor%20Vacancies%20-%20DVN
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200 years ago, on 11th March 1818 that 
Mary Shelley’s novel ‘Frankenstein, or, 
The Modern Prometheus’, was published. 

150 years ago, on 27th March 1868 that 
Patty Hill, American kindergarten teacher 
and nursery education reformer, was 
born.  She co-wrote the melody of 
‘Happy Birthday to You’ with her sister 
Mildred.   

Also 150 years ago, on 28th March 1868 
that James Brudenell, 7th Earl of 
Cardigan, British General, died.  As 
Commander of the Light Brigade during 
the Crimean War, he led the disastrous 
Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle 
of Balaclava.  Noted for his arrogance, 
extravagance, incompetence, generosity 
and bravery. 

125 year ago, on 18th March 1893 that 
Wilfred Owen, British poet and soldier, 
was born.  One of the leading poets of 
WW1. Noted for his shocking, realistic 
poetry about the horrors of trench 
warfare. (Killed in action one week before 
the war ended, aged 25.) 

90 years ago, on 4th March 1928 that 
Alan Stillitoe was born.  One of the so-
called ‘angry young men’ of the 1950s, 
and best known for his novel ‘Saturday 
Night and Sunday Morning’ and his short 
story ‘The Loneliness of the Long 
Distance Runner’.  Died 2010 

75 years ago, on 13th March 1943 that 
there was the first of two failed attempts 
to assassinate Hitler in this month. On 
13th he flew to Smolensk, Soviet Union, 
to inspect troops on the Easter Front.  
German Army officers had planted a 
bomb on board his plane, but it failed to 
explode, probably because the extreme 
cold froze the detonator.  There was 
another attempt on his life in Smolensk.  

65 years ago, on 24th March 1953 that 
Queen Mary died.  She was mother of 
King Edward Vlll and also of King George 

Vl.  She was grandmother of Queen 
Elizabeth 2nd. 

40 years ago, on 8th March 1978 that the 
first episode of Douglas Adam’s science 
fiction comedy series ‘The Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy’ was broadcast on 
BB Radio 4.   

Also 40 years ago, on 16th March 1978 
that the Amoco Cadiz oil spill off Brittany 
occurred.  The Liberian-registered super-
tanker ran aground on rocks during a 
storm, split into three, and sank.  Its 
entire cargo of 219,797 tons of light 
crude and 4,000 tons of fuel oil spilled 
into the sea, eventually contaminating 
around 200 miles of coastline, including 
76 beaches.  There was a massive loss of 
life – the largest ever recorded at that 
time. 

Also 40 years ago, on 30th March 1978 
that Britain’s Conservative Party recruited 
the (then unknown) advertising agency 
Saatchi & Saatchi to revamp its image 
and win votes ahead of the General 
Election in May 1979.  They produced the 
famous slogan and advertising campaign 
‘Labour isn’t Working’, which contributed 
to the Conservatives’ election win and 
Margaret Thatcher becoming Prime 
Minister. 

30 years ago, on 19th March 1988 that 
the Corporals killings in Belfast took 
place.  Dozens of mourners attending an 
IRA funeral dragged two off-duty British 
soldiers from a car and beat them, then 
drove them to a waste ground where 
they were stripped and shot dead.  The 
incident was filmed by TV cameras, and 
became some of the most harrowing 
images of the Troubles. 

15 years ago, on 31st March 2003 that 
the world’s first commercial nuclear 
power station at Calder Hall, Cumbria, 
closed down after nearly 47 years of 
service. 

 

In the month of March 
David Winter 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
MARCH 
3rd 10:00 East Litter Pick Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
5th 19:30 East Grimstead Parish Reading Room 
  Grimstead Council 
7th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
7th 17:30 West Tai Chi King George’s Hall 
  Dean 
7th 19:30 East FOBW AGM Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
7th 19:30 Pitton Pitton & Farley Village Hall 
   Parish Council 
7th 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
9th 19:00 Pitton Film Night Village Hall 
12th 13:00 Farley Lent Lunch Village Hall 
13th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
14th 17:30 West Tai Chi King George’s Hall 
  Dean 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for April 
21st 17:30 West Tai Chi King George’s Hall 
  Dean 
21st 19:30 West Bible Study Rectory Hill 
  Dean 
21st 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
22nd 19:30 Pitton Theatre Club AGM Village Hall 
28th 17:30 West Tai Chi King George’s Hall 
  Dean 
30th 10:00 East Hot Cross Buns Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
APRIL 
4th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
7th 10:30 Bentley Bean Pole Celebration The Barn 
  Wood 
9th 19:30 West Grimstead Parish  Village Hall 
  Grimstead Council AGM 
10th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for May 
29th 14:00 Bentley Spring Drive Through Livery Gate or 
  Wood  Tytherley Road 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 
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