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:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

Each year, concert-goers at the Farley Music Festival are surprised and 
delighted by the sheer quality of the music that they can hear in the iconic 
village church of All Saints’, Farley. Now in its seventeenth year, the Festival 
has established a strong reputation for showcasing world-class young 
musicians in a magical setting - giving pleasure to hundreds of people over 
five nights for one week in June and providing a valuable income to 
support the upkeep of this amazing building.  

This year the Festival opens with a performance by Retorica - violinists 
Philippa Mo and Harriet Mackenzie. This is followed by three evenings 
performed by outstanding young pianists Ariel Lanyi, Julia Hamos and 
Isabelle Oehmichen. The Festival concludes with A Night at the Opera 
presented by the talented young artists of Sapori Vocali. 

The 2018 festival is from 19th to 24th June (see page 9 or 
www.farleymusic.co.uk). 

Farley Music Festival 2018 

http://www.farleymusic.co.uk
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden has now left.  His post will be advertised shortly. 
 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd 
Anthea Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)       01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Position Vacant 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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Dear Friends, 

I have this picture on the wall in my 

study, which reads 
 
In the beginning GOD laughed  

and the firmament fumed and 
spluttered with pleasure;  
And the sea shook the form of his 
hair from his eyes,  

And earth was glad. The sound of 
laughter  

was like the swaying and 
swinging of thunder in mirth; like 
the rush of the north on a drowsy 
and dozing land, 

It was cold. It was clear.  
The lion leapt down at the 
bleating feet of the frightened 
lamb and smiled; and the viper 
was tamed by the thrill of the 
earth,  

At the holy laughter.  
We laughed, for the Lord was 
laughing with us in the evening; 
for the laughter of love went 
pealing into the night; 

AND IT WAS GOOD. 
(– Paul Bunday) 
 
Laughter is so good for you, so 
below is a selection of some 
sentences with all the ‘bloopers’ that 

have all genuinely appeared in past 
Church magazines or Church 
announcements, (but not ours I 
hastened to add). 

‘Ladies, don't forget the jumble sale. 
It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the 
house. Bring your husbands.’ 
‘At the evening service tonight, the 
sermon topic will be 'What Is 
Hell?'   Come early and listen to our 
choir practice’ 

‘Peter James and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the 
church.  So ends a friendship that 
began in their school days.’ 

‘Please place your donation in the 
envelope along with the deceased 
person you want remembered.’ 

‘Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM. 
Prayer and medication to follow.’ 

‘The ladies of the Church have cast 
off clothing of every kind.  They may 
be seen in the hall on Friday 
afternoon.’ 

‘This evening at 7 PM there will be a 
hymn singing in the park across from 
the Church. Bring a blanket and 
come prepared to sin.’ 

‘Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM 
at the Church. Please use large 
double door at the side entrance.’ 

‘Eight new choir robes are currently 
needed due to the addition of 
several new members and to the 
deterioration of some older ones.’ 

I hope that you enjoyed these as 
much as I did. 

 

With love, 
Jane 

Team Letter  
Revd Jane Dunlop 



 5 

 

We are a very old charity - The Brooke, 
Evelyn & Thistlethwaite Trust - dating 
back to 1684, set up to assist residents in 
the (ecclesiastical) parish of West Dean 
with East Grimstead, who find themselves 
in need, hardship or distress.  We can 
help by making grants of money, or by 
providing or paying for items, services or 
facilities.  

We help support a number of situations, 
from travel expenses to visit a relative in 
hospital, payment for a short-term carer 
or providing a lifeline emergency phone 
line.  We cannot make a grant to replace 
a benefit which can be claimed as a stat-
utory right from public funds; for exam-
ple, from The Department of Work and 
Pensions (DWP) or the local authority. 

During these difficult times, many people 
are being forced into unexpected hard-
ship.  It might be yourself, friends or a 
neighbour of whose circumstances you 
are aware.  Please get in touch to discuss 
the matter, in confidence. 

Any Resident of West Dean or East Grim-
stead who wishes assistance should con-
tact  

Chris Craig - 01722 712677 (East Grim-
stead)  

Pat Hargraves - 01794 340254 (West 
Dean). 

If your case meets the qualifying criteria 
as set out by the Charity you will be visit-
ed by one of the Trustees who will dis-
cuss your problems and needs.  Naturally 
you may be asked for details of your 
financial position but you can expect and 
be assured all discussions and disclo-
sures are completely confidential and 
only divulged to the Trustees as part of 
the approval process. We guarantee full 
discretion at all times. Please contact us 
even if it’s just for a chat ...we are here to 
help. 

 

Farley Hospital is a Grade I listed building 
opposite All Saints’ Church in Farley.  It is 
also the name of the charity (Registered 
Charity No: 201348) which manages the 
buildings, sometimes known as the War-
denry or the Almshouses, and the associ-
ated grounds. 

The charity presently has a number of 
vacancies for trustees to assist in the 
management of the Hospital.  The Trus-
tees are volunteers, who will normally 
attend four ordinary meetings and the 
occasional extraordinary meeting each 
year, and sometimes be asked to take on 
additional tasks required for the efficient 
management of the Hospital. 

It would be beneficial if potential Trus-
tees had some particular skill in the areas 
of finance and investment, buildings and 
construction, the law, or social care, but 
most important is the desire to recognise 
the heritage of the Hospital and its place 
in the history of Farley. 

If you would like to consider becoming a 
Trustee, please in the first place indicate 
your interest to  

Jamie Latham (Chairman) 

01722 712787  

or  

jamielatham2015@hotmail.com 

Need help? 
Or know someone who does? 

Farley Hospital 
Vacancies for Trustees 

mailto:jamielatham2015@hotmail.com?subject=Farley%20Hospital%20-%20Trustees%20Vacancies%20(DVN)
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Baptisms 

Harriet Willow ASHBY O’KEEFFE 
at  

Farley 
on 

8th April 2018 
 

Humphrey Angus Patrick PEEBLES 
at 

Farley 
on 

8th April 2018 
 

Weddings 

Marc Jonathan MITCHELL 
and 

Sara Felicity Tamsin WEBB 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

5th April 2018 
 

James Julian Ivor GAMMON 
and 

Gemma Elizabeth WOODHOUSE 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

7th April 2018 
 

Brett Jake SEYMOUR 
and 

Victoria Louise MARTIN 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

7th April 2018 

 
 

Funerals 

Jean Margaret JONES 
at  

Pitton 
on  

5th April 2018 
 

Kathleen Joyce WOODGATE 
at  

Alderbury 
on 

9th April 2018 
 
 

From the registers 
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The Annual Parish Meeting was held on 
the 9th April with speakers in attendance 
from Wiltshire Police, Wiltshire Fire & 
Rescue Services, Hazel Hill and Wiltshire 
Councillor Richard Britton.  

The Grimsteads are outside of the ten 
minute response time from Salisbury Fire 
Station and therefore in more danger 
should a fire occur in their house.  In this 
connection, members of the team would 
be very willing to come out to see people 
and assess their situation.  If you feel 
vulnerable and would like a Safe and 
Well Visit from the Fire and Rescue, there 
is a form to be filled out and returned to 
the clerk who will then forward it on.    

The state of Windwhistle Lane was 
discussed.  It is very muddy where large 
lorries still use it for access to the village. 
The Council has tried many times to try 
and prevent such vehicles from turning 
into the lane from the A36 without 
success.   The clerk will write again to 
Highways England. 

The flooding by the Charcoal Track in 
West Grimstead continues to cause 
problems after heavy rain.   Wiltshire 
Council are being kept informed of the 
situation. 

Over the past year, the council has been 
very involved with the Playing Field 
particularly with regard to the new safety 
surfacing.  Work on the proposed 
petanque terrain will  commence as soon 
as the weather improves.  East Grimstead 
Reading Room Committee has offered its 
large outdoor chess set to the Playing 
Field at West Grimstead. 

Sadly fly tipping is still an issue especially 
in Windwhistle Lane and Gays Drove but 
the Council is looking into the possibility 
of gates being erected at either end of 
the Drove.  The landowners to have keys 
to the gates.  

Unfortunately Long Drove will be closed 
until the 11th May. The contractors have 
been unable to do the necessary repairs 

to the culvert because of all the recent 
rain. 

The annual litter pick-up was carried out 
on the 24th March with lots of bags 
being collected around the parish. 

With regard to the Circular Footpath 
around the parish, it is hoped to appoint 
a leader of the Footpath Group who is 
not a member of the Parish Council but a 
PC member would remain part of that 
group.  The route and position of signs 
has been agreed and work to install them 
will start when the weather improves. 

Approximately 10% of the Vision Forms 
have been returned and it was hoped 
that more responses would be 
forthcoming.  If there is nothing striking 
with the results, it will be assumed that 
villagers are happy with the way the 
Parish Council is working.  

 

Our next meeting is on MONDAY, 14TH 
MAY AT EAST GRIMSTEAD READING 
ROOM.   This will be the Annual Meeting 
of the Parish Council. 

 

Liz Bayford 

grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com 

Grimstead Parish Council 
Report - April 2018 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=April%20Report%20in%20the%20DVN
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May is the month when the ancient 
pagans used to get up to ‘all sorts’!  The 
Romans held their festival to honour the 
mother-goddess Maia, goddess of nature 
and growth.  (May is named after her.)  
The early Celts celebrated the feast of 
Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli.  

For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the 
people went mad in May.  After the 
hardship of winter, and hunger of early 
Spring, May was a time of indulgence 
and unbridled merriment. One Philip 
Stubbes, writing in 1583, was 
scandalised: ‘for what kissing and 
bussing, what smooching and slabbering 
one of another, is not practised?’   

Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many 
occasions. Then folk would stay out all 
night in the dark rain-warm thickets and 
return in the morning for dancing on the 
green around the May pole, archery, 
vaulting, wrestling, and evening bonfires. 

The Protestant reformers took a strong 
stand against May Day - and in 1644 May 
Day was abolished altogether.  Many 
May poles came down - only to go up 
again at the Restoration, when the first 
May Day of King Charles’s reign was ‘the 
happiest Mayday that hath been many a 
year in England’, according to Pepys.   

May Day to most people today brings 
vague folk memories of a young Queen 
of the May decorated with garlands and 

streamers and flowers, a May Pole to 
weave, Morris dancing, and the 
intricacies of well dressing at Tissington 
in Derbyshire.  

May Day is a medley of natural themes 
such as sunrise, the advent of summer, 
growth in nature, and - since 1833 - 
Robert Owen’s vision of a millennium in 
the future, beginning on May Day, when 
there would be no more poverty, 
injustice or cruelty, but harmony and 
friendship.  This is why, in modern times, 
May Day has become Labour Day, which 
honours the dignity of workers.  And 
until recently, in communist countries 
May Day processions were in honour of 
the achievement of Marxism. 

There has never been a Christian content 
to May Day, but nevertheless there is the 
well-known 6am service on the top of 
Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a choir 
sings in the dawn of May Day. 

The Month of May 
Andrew Simpson 



 9 

 

 

Article 
Author 



10  

 

Therefore, do not let anyone judge you 
by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New 
Moon celebration or a Sabbath 
day…. (Colossians 2:16)  

There were Jewish public holidays in New 
Testament times such as Passover. As 
Palestine was also occupied by the 
Romans, there were festivals and public 
games in honour of the Emperor as well. 
This caused a problem for Christians, 
because Roman Emperors were thought 
to be divine.  

Christians have often struggled with 
questions about what to join in and what 
to avoid. St Paul seems to be saying do 
not worry too much about what other 
people think about what you join in and 
what do not touch. These things are not 
important compared to what we have in 

store for us. (Which is like a really good 
holiday!) 

I think we need at least one more Bank 
Holiday. Currently they are eight. (New 
Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, 
May Day, Spring Bank Holiday, August 
Bank Holiday, Christmas Day and Boxing 
Day). I think we need another in October, 
to tie in with the school half term.  Other 
parts of the UK have different holidays. 
The Queen decides which days are 
holidays. In past years we have had extra 
ones.  

Although it is a public holiday, there is no 
legal right to have the time off. You have 
to rely on your contract or employment 
conditions. There is a right to 5.6 weeks 
annual paid leave, but bank holidays are 
included in that total.  The law about 
Bank Holidays really just says the banks 

don’t have to work and 
that means most 
people do not have to 
work.  

This is light-hearted 
guide; if you have a 
concern about work 
and holidays always get 
proper professional 
advice. 

Bank Holidays 
David Pickup 
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The Bishop of Oxford has suggested ‘10 
commandments’ that might be given for 
AI and robots, in order to ensure that 
artificial intelligence helps mankind, and 
does not oppress it. 

Bishop Steven Croft, who sits on the 
House of Lords select committee on 
artificial intelligence (AI), suggests the 
following: 

1. AI should be designed for all, and 
benefit humanity. 

2. AI should operate on principles of 
transparency and fairness and be well 
signposted [signposting refers to 
road signs and the directions they 
provide]. 

3. AI should not be used to transgress 
the data rights and privacy of 
individuals, families, or communities. 

4. The application of AI should be to 
reduce inequality of wealth, health, 
and opportunity. 

5. AI should not be used for criminal 

intent, nor to subvert the values of 
our democracy, nor truth, nor 
courtesy in public discourse. 

6. The primary purpose of AI should be 
to enhance and augment, rather than 
replace, human labour and creativity. 

7. All citizens have the right to be 
adequately educated to flourish 
mentally, emotionally, and 
economically in a digital and 
artificially intelligent world. 

8. AI should never be developed or 
deployed separately from 
consideration of the ethical 
consequences of its applications. 

9. The autonomous power to hurt or 
destroy should never be vested in AI. 

10. Governments should ensure that the 
best research and application of AI is 
directed toward the most urgent 
problems facing humanity. 

Ten Commandments for Artificial Intelligence 
Lynda Finn 
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Planning policy is finally coming to the 
aid of church bells.  No longer will peo-
ple who move into areas with ‘noisy’ 
church bells be able to complain and 
have them shut down. 

As the Secretary of State for Housing, 
Sajid Javid, recently said, ‘Churches have 
been part of British life in towns and vil-
lages for centuries.  Their bells should 
not be silenced by new housing going 
up, which is why planning policy will be 
strengthened to ensure it will be up to 

developers building new properties near-
by to identify and tackle noise problems.’ 

And so, it is that under the new guid-
ance, it will be up to developers to 
soundproof the homes they build near 
churches with bells, music venues, and 
community and sports clubs.   

The Church of England has welcomed the 
decision, pointing out that bell-ringing 
has been part of Christian worship for 
more than 1000 years.   

Church bells will still ring out 
James Toplyn 
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 
01980 610 095 
07768 896 565 

Free Quote, Free Call Out 
Same Day Service 
Checkatrade.com 

 
www.1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk 

 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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Israel became an independent state 70 
years ago this month, on 14th May 1948, 
as the British mandate in Palestine finally 
came to an end. 

The very next day Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and 
Syria invaded Palestine, and a 13-month 
war began.  The Arabs and Jews had 
been in tension with each other and the 
British ever since the 1917 Balfour 
Declaration and the 1920 creation of the 
British Mandate of Palestine.  

The war had consequences that the 
Arabs had not foreseen, for Israel 
defeated both the Arab armies and the 
Palestinian militias, and in the process 
created 700,000 Palestinian refugees. 

The UN partition, which the Palestinians 
had rejected, had promised 56% of 
British Palestine to the Jewish state.  By 
the end of the war, Israel possessed 77%.  
She had everything but the West Bank 
and eastern quarter of Jerusalem 
(controlled by Jordan), and the Gaza Strip 
(controlled by Egypt). 

It all meant that Israel now had a state, 
but not the Palestinians.  The problem is 
still a bone of contention.  Today, the 
West Bank is nominally controlled by the 
Palestinian Authority and is under Israeli 
occupation. Gaza is controlled by Hamas, 
an Islamist fundamentalist party, and is 
under Israeli blockade, but not occupied 
by ground troops. 

Israel celebrates 70 years 
Tim Lenton 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Should we ‘charge’ brides who are late to 
weddings at our church?  What do you 
think? 

Many will remember the story about the 
rector in Kent that made the headlines a 
few months ago:  he charges brides £100 
if they arrive at the church more than 10 
minutes late, without good reason. 

Here is how he does it:  he does not ‘fine’ 
them, but instead offers a ‘two-tier’ rate 
for getting married in his church.   And 
so, a £100 deposit is charged in advance, 
and given back to the couple if they are 
on time.  If the couple are late, the £100 
does not go to the clergy or parish but is 
divided among all those who help out in 
the service, such as the organist, verger, 
choir and bell-ringers, and who also must 
wait for the bride. (It is known that bell-
ringers around the country ‘grumble a 
good deal’ about late brides.)   

The £100 is neither a fee nor a bonus, 
nor a fine. It is simply an extra charge for 
making everyone else involved in the 
wedding wait for the bride.  The rector in 
Kent says that the scheme had run well in 
his church for the past nine years. 

The Thirty Years’ War began 400 years 
ago, on 23 May 1618, and ended almost 
exactly 30 years later, on 15 May 1648. It 
was one of the longest and most 
destructive conflicts in European history. 
Probably eight million people were killed, 
mainly in what is now Germany. 

It was the deadliest European religious 
war, fuelled mainly by the attempts of 
the incoming Holy Roman Emperor, 
Ferdinand II, a devout Roman Catholic, to 
clamp down on Protestant states. His 
predecessors, Rudolf II and Matthias, had 
been markedly more tolerant.  

The war developed into a more 
widespread conflict, with the Swedes 
intervening after it seemed the 
Protestants would be routed, and 
Catholic France eventually intervening on 
the Protestant side through fear of an 
alliance between the Hapsburgs and the 
Spanish.  

The war demonstrated that religious 
conflicts, once started, are very hard to 
stop because of the passions they 
arouse, and for that reason helped to 
end the age of religious wars in Europe.  

After the Treaty of Westphalia, the 
exhausted powers eventually agreed not 
to try to impose their faith on other 
states, and the power of the Holy Roman 
Empire was broken – although it lasted 
until 1806. But it was in 1648 that the 
modern system of nation-states was 
established. 

Get to the church on time 
Diane Ritter 

Thirty Years’ War 
Tim Lenton 



 25 

 

 

Article 
Author 

Article 
Author 



26  

 

 

Eat some doughnuts – and help raise 
money to help desperately ill children 
through the Children’s Trust. 

That is the aim of National Doughnut 
Week (12th to 19th May), and this year 
you will find about 600 participating 
bakeries, cafes and shops, all over the 
country. There you can choose from all 
sorts of doughnuts with various toppings 
and fillings. 

Through the support of these bakeries, 
cafes and shops, National Doughnut 
Week has raised more than £755,000 in 
the past 23 years for children’s 
charities.  And it is hoped that at least 
£30,000 will be raised to make this the 
best year ever. 

The Children’s Trust is a national charity 
working with children who have multiple 
disabilities and complex health needs. 

 

When your children get hungry between 
meals, what do you do?  Public Health 
England (PHE) advises just two snacks a 
day, each of 100 calories or less. 

PHE points out that the erosion of meal 
times has meant that children are 
snacking throughout the day.  Each year, 
a child on average gets through 400 
biscuits, 120 cakes and buns and pastries, 
around 100 portions of sweets and nearly 
70 chocolate bars and ice creams, 
washed down with 150 drinks, including 
fizzy pop. A child can easily consume 660 
calories in snacks alone – a third of their 
daily requirement.   

PHE is urging parents to provide meals at 
set times and stop the ‘grazing culture’. 
The average child eats three snacks a 
day, each of which may have hundreds of 
calories in it. 

National Doughnut Week 
Diana Ginn 

How many snacks? 
David Pearson 
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If you are retired, or about to retire, 
beware:  brain function declines rapidly 
as soon as people stop work and decide 
to put their feet up.   

Recent research that tracked 3,400 
retired civil servants found that short-
term memory declined nearly 40 per cent 
faster once employees become 
pensioners.  It seems that when you stop 
being regularly stimulated to think, your 
cognitive function slows down, and your 
memory loss and risk of dementia speed 
up.   

And so, experts at University College 
London and King’s College London 
advise older people to keep physically 
and mentally active, and to make sure 
they also interact with people on a 
regular basis. 

 

 

Here is an unexpected problem: children 
are struggling to use pencils these days, 
because the excessive use of touchscreen 
phones is damaging their dexterity. 

Now paediatric doctors, handwriting 
experts and orthopaedic therapists are 
warning that although kids may swipe a 
screen, they no longer have the hand 
strength and agility to learn to write 
correctly when they start school.   

It seems that the traditional skills of 
writing, drawing, painting, and cutting-
out boost fine motor skills and co-
ordination.  But now ‘children coming 
into school are being given a pencil but 
are increasingly not able to hold it, 
because they do not have the movement 
skills,’ says a paediatrician from the NHS.  
‘They need to manipulate playdough, 
hold scissors, scribble with pencils, and 
so develop muscles in their shoulder, 
elbow and wrists.’   

Use it or  lose it! 
Michael Travis 

Pencils are difficult 
David Winter 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
MAY 
1st 10:00 Winterslow Tuesday Club Methodist Hall 
2nd 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
2nd 19:00 Farley Parish Council Village Hall 
2nd 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
6th 09:30 West A Service for the St John’s Church 
  Grimstead Animals 
7th 19:30 East Parish Council Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
8th 10:00 Winterslow Tuesday Club Methodist Hall 
8th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
12th 10:00 West Dean Spring Clean Village Green 
14th 19:00 Pitton Royal Wedding Village Hall 
   Street Party 
 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for June 
16th 10:30 Pitton Christian Aid Whitehill Lodge 
   Coffee Morning 
16th 14:00 Farley Garden Club Village Hall 
   Houghton Lodge Visit 
16th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
16th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
20th 14:30 West  Royal Wedding Village Hall 
  Grimstead Afternoon Tea 
30th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
JUNE 
2nd 13:00 West Dean Village Fete Recreation Ground 
9th 14:00 Winterslow Open Gardens Village Hall 
10th 14:00 Winterslow Open Gardens Village Hall 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for July 
19th 19:00 Farley Harriet Mackenzie All Saints’ 
   Philippa Mo (violins) 
20th 19:00 Farley Ariel Lanyi (piano) All Saints’ 
21st 19:00 Farley Julia Hamos (piano) All Saints’ 
22nd 19:00 Farley Isabelle Oehmichen All Saints’ 
   (piano) 
23rd 19:00 Farley Sapori Vocali presents All Saints’ 
   A Night at the Opera All Saints’ 
24th 18:00 Farley Farley Music Festival All Saints’ 
   Evensong 
30th 14:00 Farley Farley Fete Village Green 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 
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