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The Dun Valley News  July / August 
18   

This month inside: 
 
Team Letter 
Greetings from the new 
curate 
 
Grimstead Parish Council 
June report 
 
Wiltshire Search & Rescue 
Supporting the emergency 
services 
 
Friends of Bentley Wood 
Autumn events 
 
Guides and Brownies 
End of term report 
 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

This month it is 200 years since the birth of Emily Brontë.  Farley Literary 
Festival returns on Bank Holiday Monday (August 27th) and finishes with a 
celebration service featuring the poetry of RS Thomas on Sunday 
September 2nd.  FLItFest is all about celebrating books and writing, with 
talks from a publisher, botanist, thriller writers and best-selling authors.   

FLItFest is keen to showcase new talent in the literary world, especially 
rising stars with a local connection.  This year, Leif Bersweden and Laura 
Marshall (both former Salisbury grammar school pupils) will return to South 
Wiltshire to discuss their best-selling works.  Jeremy Davies, former 
precentor of Salisbury Cathedral, will be talking about the work of Iris 
Murdoch. There is a literary quiz and supper in the Hook and Glove on 
Saturday, September 1st; talks about writing for young adults, and a self-
publishing workshop in the Village Hall. 

All tickets are £10, or £30 for entry to any talk (including a pre-talk drink) available 
from Salisbury Playhouse (some tickets on the door).  

See www.farleyliteraryfestival.co.uk for details.  

Farley Literary Festival 2018 

http://www.farleyliteraryfestival.co.uk
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden has now left.  His post will be advertised shortly. 
 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 

OTHER CLERGY 
V Revd Alec Knight, Revd Canon Jeremy Davies, Revd Canon Roger Sharpe, Revd 
Anthea Cochrane 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LAY LICENSED MINISTERS 
Mr Bill Thompson, Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Mr Bob Trott, Oakley, East Grimstead (Holy Trinity)       01722 712685 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Bob Trott, 01722 712685 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Position Vacant 

 

ORGANISTS 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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July greetings to all the dear people 
in the villages of the Clarendon 
Team! 

I am David Perry and as of July 1st I 
have joined you as a newly ordained 
Curate, so it seems reasonable to let 
you know a little about myself…it’ll 
save so much time over coffee when 
I can get to know YOU better! 

Basics first, I am 55 years old, 
married to Anne-Marie and I have 
three boys and a girl; Patrick (17), 
Matthew (19), Jonathan (24) and 
Rachael (24).  They are all fitter, 
slimmer, cleverer and better looking 
than I am but as they keep seeing, 
old age and cunning beats youth 
and over-confidence any day.  My 
day job is as an airline Pilot for 
Thomas Cook for whom, out of 
Bristol, I fly Airbus A321 aircraft.  For 
those to whom this is a mystery… 
two engines, 220 passengers, 95 
tonnes.  As I type (May) I have just 
received my congratulations card 
from the company for TWENTY 
years’ service.  Where did it go? 
(answer: see kids above).   

In my down time I am what previous 
generations might have called a 
polymath… I enjoy doing many 
things chief among which is amateur 
radio.  I also enjoy creating things 
and have in the last three years 
started doing water colour painting.  
My life is also shared with the most 
beautiful black Labrador, Yagi 
(pronounced Yargi), who is 5 years 
old and who likes to accompany me 
everywhere.  I sincerely hope you will 
be able to welcome him as you 
welcome me.  We have other dogs as 

well and a few cats and fish!  You’ll 
soon learn that I am not really that 
dismissive…it is tongue in cheek. 

I come to you now after three years 
at Sarum College, a wonderful place 
of learning which has been a 
wonderfully rich and formative 
experience. My theology is simple, I 
think; I believe in love as the total 
raison d'être of Christ’s ministry on 
earth. I know he came for our 
salvation, but it was surely done out 
of love for flawed humanity and I 
look very much to sharing the 
services with you as we worship God 
together in thanks for His son’s work. 
I am sure God has work for me 
amongst you all; together, I pray, we 
find out what it is. 

 
David Perry 

Team letter  
David Perry 
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Baptisms 

 
Rosie Shiree HOPKINS 

at  
West Dean 

on 
20th May 2018 

 
 

Weddings 

 
George PATERSON 

and 
Naomi Elizabeth VELLACOTT 

at 
Winterslow 

on 
9th June 2018 

 
Robert Barry MINTRUM 

and 
Victoria Anne KIRK 

at  
Alderbury 

on 
9th June 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Funerals 

 

Sean Douglas WIGMORE 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

12th June 2018 
 

Ian Stuart WALLACE 
at 

Farley 
on 

7th June 2018 
 
 
 
 

From the registers 



6  

 

Imagine the fear of discovering that your 
loved one is missing. Maybe they went 
out for a walk and didn’t return when 
you expected them to. Possibly they are 
in mental health crisis and you worry for 
their safety. Or perhaps they are lost and 
disorientated, in a vulnerable state, and 
haven’t walked in the door like they 
normally do. This is where Wiltshire 
Search and Rescue comes in. A team of 
professionally trained volunteers, the 50 
strong organisation is called out by 
Wiltshire Police as soon as a missing 
vulnerable person is reported via 999. 

In the past year the team has been called 
out nearly 50 times, giving 25,000 hours 
of voluntary time to the community. The 
team has been directly responsible for 
saving five lives. Lives of people, who had 
the search and rescue team not been 
there, would almost have certainly have 
ended. Trained in search techniques, life 
support and water rescue, volunteers for 
Wiltshire Search and Rescue come from 
all over the county and are united in their 
desire to be there in people’s time of 
need. 

Last summer a gentleman named George 
went for his usual evening walk from 
Nomansland, on the edge of the New 
Forest, south of Salisbury. He didn’t 
return. He was 84, he had dementia and 
he was in a thin shirt and trousers. The 
weather was dreadful that night. 
Torrential rain and thunderstorms. 
Wiltshire Search and Rescue teams were 

quickly at the spot where he was last 
seen, supporting Wiltshire Police and 
being tasked to look at scientifically-
mapped sectors. The search planners on 
the team rely on decades of data 
showing where similar missing people 
might be found. They also rely on local 
knowledge, last known sightings and 
how someone with dementia might 
behave. This search was to have a 
profound impact on everyone involved. 
George was found, miraculously alive, 
after two nights and three days. He was 
found by the volunteers from Wiltshire 
Search and Rescue and transported 
straight to hospital as he had 
hypothermia. George’s wife celebrated 
her birthday on the day George was 
found and said on the phone to the team 
that she felt that her prayers had been 
answered; that she could finally sleep. 

When our community needs us most. It’s 
why Wiltshire Search and Rescue 
continue to go out day or night, rain or 
shine. It’s for people like George and for 
families like yours. 

Wiltshire Search and Rescue is a charity 
and receives no statutory funding. All 
income we need – from the batteries in 
our torches to the diesel in our van – is 
fundraised by the team. If you’d like to 
volunteer or help in any way, please 
email:  

Sarah Wolf, PR Trustee pr@wilsar.org.uk 
or visit our website www.wilsar.org.uk 

Wiltshire Search and Rescue 
Sarah Wolf 

mailto:pr@wilsar.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20Dun%20Valley%20News
http://www.wilsar.org.uk
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There is very little to report this month as 
there were only four councillors present 
at the meeting.  

Councillor Britton has received many 
complaints about the extended closure 
of the Milford Mill Road but he stated 
that it is due to be re-opened on the 
25th June. 

With regard to the ditching of the field 
behind Maypole Farmhouse, this work is 
due to be carried out in the next few 
months.  

The petanque terrain in the playing field 
at West Grimstead is progressing well 
and it is hoped the seesaw will soon be 
repaired. 

Councillors were disappointed that one 
of the landowners adjoining Gays Drove 
is not prepared to support the proposal 
to install lockable bollards at the East 
Grimstead end of the Drove. The 
footpath warden is looking at alternative 
options to prevent vehicles from using 
the Drove as a cut through.    

Finger posts have been erected 
indicating the Circular Footpath.  The 
council agreed that the remaining 
footpaths in the parish must still be 
maintained. 

The vision update will be discussed at the 
next meeting. 

Our next meeting is on MONDAY, 2ND 
JULY AT EAST GRIMSTEAD READING 
ROOM, 19:30. 

Liz Bayford 

grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com 

Grimstead Parish Council 
Report - June 2018 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=April%20Report%20in%20the%20DVN
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A couple of dates for your diary when 
you return from summer holidays. 

Sat 1 September 2018 
A Gentle Walk to Enjoy the Autumn 
Crocuses.   
Meet at the Barn at 2pm for a roughly 2 
hour circular walk to see perhaps 
thousands of beautiful lilac autumn 
crocuses (if we’re lucky!) and other 
flowers with Dr Pat Woodruffe, followed 
by tea, coffee and biscuits. 

Sat 6 October 2018 
Cake and Conservation - Open to All. 
FoBW members and non-members! Meet 
at Livery Gate at 9.30 for a 3 hour session 
of interesting conservation work, 
including a refreshment break with tea, 
coffee and home-made cakes. Tools and 
gloves provided. No experience is 
necessary as friendly guidance will be 
given during the session. Please wear 
sturdy footwear, and clothes suitable for 
practical work. Try it! You’ll love it!  

Friends of Bentley Wood 
Sue Walker 
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In 1942 William Beveridge established 
the idea of ‘social services’ in order that 
the state – working in co-operation with 
individuals and households - might 
tackle what he defined as the five ‘Giant 
Evils’ in society: squalor, ignorance, want, 
idleness, and disease.  

Last year’s RSA Event ‘The State of 
Welfare’ brought together three 
protagonists to reflect on Beveridge’s 
Five Giants seventy-five years on. They 
provided interesting evidence of the 
continued existence of each, even if in 
quite different forms: squalor (the 
housing crisis), ignorance (access to 
broadband), want (foodbanks), idleness 
(economic insecurity), and disease 
(diabetes, dementia etc.). Their gloomy 
account was buoyed by the platitude 
that “at least the welfare state still exists”.  

Some would question even that. Of 
course, many of the public services that 
Beveridge first designed still exist today 
but the language of ‘welfare’ and ‘social 
security’ have become pejorative terms 
and we are much more comfortable now 
discussing ‘public services’.  

The public service reform agenda can 
now be characterised as a mish-mash of 
well-intended programmes, processes 
and principles with a whole new lexicon 
of collaboration, co-production and co-
design. Too often though, this worthy 
reframing is detached from the realities 
of real-world service provision and 
several steps removed from the ‘ills’ - or 
opportunities - we witness in our day to 
day lives. Despite numerous pilot 
projects developing here and there, few 
seem to have had any great influence on 
our highly centralised mainstream service 
provision. 

For this reason, the RSA’s Action & 
Research Centre is undertaking a review 
of its work on public services and 
communities, exploring the new Giants 
that afflict 21st century Britain and 

questioning concepts of welfare, public 
service and inclusive growth. To begin 
this process, throughout the summer of 
2018, the RSA is holding a series of 
events around the country in order to 
gather the experiences and expertise of 
RSA Fellows working in the fields of 
public service and inclusive growth. 

We want to explore the following 
questions: 

• How would we define the biggest 
challenges that need addressing 
today? 

• What are the opportunities that lie 
before us? How has our 
understanding of public service 
changed? 

• What does reform look like? Are our 
challenges so different and great 
that we require the radical and 
revolutionary approach, or is our 
primary task to experiment, network 
and spread? 

The majority of our session will be 
devoted to debate and discussion, with 
opportunities to learn about local good 
practice and for participants to share 
their own ideas. Each event will include a 
short presentation of some of the latest 
thinking from the RSA about public 
service reform and inclusive growth. 

If you are interested in the events, we will 
be in Swindon on Monday 16th July, 
18:00 to 20:00. There will also be an 
online event on Monday 23rd July, 18:00 
to 20:00 if you can’t make the Swindon 
event. 

www.thersa.org/events 

Britain’s New ‘Giants’:  Public Services, People and Place 
Ed Cox 

http://www.thersa.org/events
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Anon 
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It is called ‘World War 1’ and certainly no 
previous conflict had spread its ugly 
fingers so widely. Of course, we tend to 
think of the Western Front. Our default 
image of the War is of men in trenches, 
of mud and blood and soldiers with 
drawn bayonets going ‘over the top’. In 
fact, the War was being fought on many 
Fronts: the Eastern Front (Germany/
Russia, about to end with the new 
Russian regime); the Ottoman Front, in 
the Middle East; the Italian Front (Italy 
and France against the ‘Central Powers’). 
Then there was the Ocean Front (U-boats 
against Allied shipping), the only one 
where the Germans were winning. 

Not surprisingly, in view of all that, the 
War became one of resources, human, 
military and economic; and by 1918 the 
Allies had a great advantage. Hard-
pressed armies were being continuously 
refreshed by the arrival of well-trained 
and committed troops from many 
quarters, notably Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, and decisively the United 
States. These soldiers, and many from 
other countries in the British Empire, 
were now being equipped with newly 
designed, modern equipment. At last the 

Allies outnumbered the Germans in tanks 
and aircraft – and the new planes were 
faster, better equipped and armed. 

All of this was, of course, evident to the 
German High Command, and persuaded 
them to launch in July 1918 what one 
historian, Gary Sheffield, has described as 
perhaps the defining battle of the War, 
the second Battle of the Marne. It was a 
desperate attempt to inflict a heavy 
defeat on the Allies – not in the vain 
hope of winning the War, but of getting 
a better bargaining position in the peace 
negotiations that everyone expected. 
Launched on July 15th, it succeeded in 

driving the Allies back across the Marne. 
But they had been prepared for it, and 
three days later launched a massive 
counter-attack.   Two French divisions 
captured 15,000 men and 500 tanks in a 
single morning, and then went on to 
drive the Germans back across the 
Marne. From now on the Allies knew they 
could win the War, and the Germans 
finally accepted that they could not. 

Diary of a Momentous Year: July 1918 
When friends come to help 
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What a busy term we have had!  The 
Guides took part in a ‘Poppies & Puttees’ 
workshop led by volunteers from Salis-
bury Cathedral.  They all got to make 
some felt squares out of sheep wool and 
some poppies which will be displayed in 
the Cathedral during October & Novem-
ber to commemorate WW1.  Thanks have 
to go to Suzie Gutteridge and her team 
for this workshop which the Guides really 
enjoyed. 

We have made the most of being outside 
as much as possible recently.  The 
Brownies visited Ann Humphrey’s sheep 
and fed them some ginger biscuits!  They 
then completed their Road Safety badge 
around the village – you may have heard 
them out and about!  We are looking 
forward to our annual trip to Farley Fox 
for picnic & games and a trip to Bentley 
Woods for pond dipping.  The older 
Guides visited Bath to try out a murder 
mystery trail (and shop!) and the younger 
Guides enjoyed an International picnic 
and walk.  All of the Guides have com-
pleted their Outdoor Cook badge and 
enjoyed den building and campfire cook-
ing at Hazel Hill Woods.    

Both units took part in a science based 
activity day in early June where they got 
to try out various experiments based on 
air and water themes.  The favourite for 
both groups had to be the bubble 
snakes, although the penny raft was also 
really popular with the Brownies.  Many 
of our girls are looking forward to our 
Time Travellers Camp at the beginning of 
August where they will take part in a mix 
of adventurous activities, craft, games 
and visit a farm. 

We hope to see you at the Brownie BIN-
GO on Tuesday 3rd July.  Doors open at 
5.45pm, with BINGO starting at 6pm 
prompt.  Cost is £2 for BINGO and re-
freshments.  Also, please do come and 
say hello to the Guides manning the 
‘Sweets in the Trailer’ and ‘Photo Booth’ 
stalls on Pitton Carnival day. 

We are now in the last few weeks of term 
and are getting ready to say goodbye to 
our 13 older children who will be going 
to 'big school' in September.  We are 
delighted that all but one of the children 
got their parent's first choice of school, 
with over half of them moving on to Pit-
ton Primary School.  In the next couple of 
weeks we will be holding our leavers 
campfire lunch and leavers party, as well 
as taking some of the older children on a 
bus trip to Salisbury.   

We enjoyed our Sports Day last week, 
with a whole range of races for the chil-
dren (and adults) to take part in!  We 
have also really enjoyed the butterfly kit 
we were given by the local charity 'Focus 
in on Life'.  We watched the caterpillars 
grow into butterflies and then we re-
leased them outside.   

We have a couple of spaces for Septem-
ber available, so if you have a child who 
will be 2 years old by then and you are 
looking for a place, please contact Carrie 
on 07785 933966 to arrange a visit. 

Guides and Brownies 
Nicki McCarney 

Pitton Pre-school 
Nicki McCarney 



14  

 

 

 

CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

JOIVE 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

 
 
 
 

Decorating, Tiling, Flooring, 
Plumbing & General household 

maintenance 
 

01722 712728 - 07807 019371 
joivepropertyservices@yahoo.com 

 

The local handyman for local people 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 
01980 610 095 
07768 896 565 

Free Quote, Free Call Out 
Same Day Service 
Checkatrade.com 

 
www.1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk 

 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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More and more people over the age of 
55 are getting into cycling, thanks to the 
increasingly popular e-bike. ‘Silver 
cyclists’, in fact, account for nearly two 
thirds of e-bikes sales in the UK, 
according to research by Halfords. And 
no wonder: the e-bikes have a built-in 
battery to help riders on more difficult 
hills or terrain.  

Now all we need are safer places to 
cycle: more than a third of us would 
cycle more if British roads had dedicated 
cycle lanes.  

Three cups of coffee a day can do you 
good.  At least, scientists at the 
University of San Paulo have found that 
people who drink three cups of coffee a 
day have fewer calcium deposits in their 
arteries, which means you have a better 
blood flow, and hence less heart disease. 

On the other hand, the European Food 
Safety Agency advises that no more 
than four cups of coffee should be 
drunk in a day. Too much caffeine may 
increase heart problems and overall 
anxiety. 

Silver cyclists are on the rise 
Anon 

Three coffees are good for you 
Anon 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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The Church of England is launching an 
Alexa skill, enabling users to ask the 
Church of England for prayers, 
explanations of the Christian faith and 
where to find their nearest church for 
local events and services based on their 
location. 

Daily prayer resources are central to the 
skill, offering a prayer for the day, as well 
as morning, evening and night-time 
prayers and a grace before meals all 
recorded for Alexa devices. 

The skill is also integrated with A Church 
Near You, our national church finder that 
gets 13 million page views a year, to find 
the nearest services and events, and 
seeks to increase users’ knowledge of the 
Christian faith by answering questions 
such as: what is the Bible? Who is God? 
What is a Christian? 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John 
Sentamu, who is featured in a video to 
promote the Alexa skill, said: “We’re 
thrilled to be launching the Alexa skill 
today, to enable regular churchgoers and 
those exploring faith to connect with 
God in another way at a time that’s right 
for them. A quarter of UK households 
now own a smart device and, after 
transforming the Church of England’s 
and Archbishops’ national websites last 
year, this fast-growing area was 
identified as a priority for development. 

“More broadly, this work is part of our 
wider Renewal and Reform programme, 
which seeks to ensure the Church of 
England is a growing Church for all 
people and in all places.” 

Adrian Harris, Head of Digital at the 
Church of England, said: “Platforms such 
as Alexa give the Church the ability to 
connect people with God and to weave 
faith into daily lives, whether for daily 
prayers or exploring Christianity. We also 
see this as a fantastic opportunity to 
encourage people into their local church, 
which is why the link to A Church Near 

You is so important, particularly at key 
moments in the Christian year such as 
Easter and Christmas. 

“We’re prioritising Alexa at this stage to 
reach as many people as quickly as 
possible, but plan to launch on Google 
and Apple devices in due course. The 
recent Church of England Digital 
Labs event highlighted the importance of 
voice as a major area of focus and the 
insights from this day were really useful.” 

Thomas Allain Chapman, Publishing 
Manager at the Church of England, said: 
“The Alexa skill means prayers that 
Church House Publishing has previously 
made available in books, apps and e-
books will now be available in audio to a 
new audience in many homes.” 

This is phase one of the AI project, built 
jointly by the Church’s Digital and Church 
House Publishing teams, with future 
development planned to ensure users 
can find more answers to faith questions. 

Users must activate the Church of 
England skill by saying “Alexa, open the 
Church of England”. A full list of 
commands is available on our dedicated 
Alexa page. 

One million people go to a Church of 
England church and more than four 
million attend at Christmas. The 
integration with A Church Near You will 
mean even more users are able to find a 
local place to worship at key events. 

This skill is one of the first significant 
faith-based skills available for smart 
speaker users in the UK. 

www.churchofengland.org/alexa 

Alexa, ask the Church of England to read the prayer of the day 
Anon 

http://www.churchofengland.org/alexa
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Article 
Anon 
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If you can start the day without caffeine, 

If you can always be cheerful, ignoring 
aches and pains, 

If you can resist complaining and boring 
people with your troubles, 

If you can eat the same food every day 
and be grateful for it, 

If you can understand when your 
loved ones are too busy to give you any 
time, 

If you can take criticism and blame 
without resentment , 

If you can conquer tension without 
medical help, 

If you can relax without wine, 

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs, 

...then you are probably the family dog.  

 

 

1. You accidentally enter your password 
on the microwave. 
2. You haven’t played solitaire with real 
cards in years. 
3. You have a list of 15 phone numbers 
to reach your family of five. 
4. You e-mail the person who works at 
the desk next to you. 
5. You e-mail your children upstairs to 
tell them dinner is ready. 
6. You stay in touch with various family 
and friends only if they are on Facebook. 
7. You arrive home and use your mobile 
to see if anyone is home to help you 
carry in the shopping. 
8. Every TV advert has a Facebook link at 
the bottom of the screen. 
9. Leaving the house without your 
mobile, which you didn’t have the first 20 
or 30 (or 60) years of your life, is now a 
cause for total panic. 
10. In the morning you go online before 
getting your coffee.  

Inner peace 
Anon 

You know it’s 2018 when ... 
Anon 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

 

Not covered by insurance 
 
A recent letter that appeared in The Independent newspaper:  

 
Following the recent major flooding, I find myself out of pocket, 
due to what I am informed is an ”act of God.” To avoid future 
financial embarrassment, please could you recommend an atheist 
insurance company? 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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200 years ago, on 30th July, that Emily 
Bronte, the British writer, was born. She 
was best known for her novel, Wuthering 
Heights. 

175 years ago, on 19th July that the 
British steamship SS Great Britain, was 
launched.  Designed by Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, it was the longest 
passenger ship in the world at the time. It 
is now a museum ship and visitor 
attraction in Bristol Harbour. 

100 years ago, from 15th July to 
6th August that the WW1 Second Battle 
of the Marne took place. It was the last 
major German offensive on the Western 
Front. Allied victory. 

90 years ago, on 2nd July 1928 that all 
women aged 21 and over were granted 
the right to vote in the UK, when the 
Representation of the People Act (Equal 
Franchise) came into effect. This Act 
made men and women’s voting rights 
equal. 

80 years ago, on 9th July, 1938 that 35 
million gas masks were issued in Britain, 
in anticipation of the Second World War. 

75 years ago, on 24th July to 3rd August 
that WW2 Operation Gomorrah saw the 
Allies carry out a massive eight-day-
round-the-clock bombing of the city of 
Hamburg. 

70 years ago, on 5th July 1948 that 
Britain’s National Health Service began 
operating. 

65 years ago, on 27th July 1953 that the 
Korean War ended.  A peace treaty was 
signed and the 38th parallel became the 
official boundary between communist 
North Korea and anti-communist South 
Korea. (Tensions continued unabated.) 

50 years ago, on 1st July 1968 that 
Britain, the USA, the Soviet Union and 58 
other nations signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. It came into effect in 
March 1970. 

40 years ago, on 25th July 1978 that the 
birth of the world’s first test-tube baby, 

Louise Joy Brown, took place in Oldham, 
UK. 

30 years ago, on 6th July 1988 that the 
Piper Alpha oil rig disaster took place. An 
explosion and fire on the North Sea oil 
rig Piper Alpha killed 167 people. It was 
the world’s worst offshore oil disaster. 

20 years ago, on 5th to 12th July 1998 
that the Drumcree conflict in Northern 
Ireland took place when Protestants 
rioted after security forces prevented the 
annual Orange Order march through 
Portadown from taking place. There were 
around 550 attacks on security forces 
and Catholic civilians. 

15 years ago, on 27th July 2003 that a 
team from the BBC reported that the 
Loch Ness Monster did not exist. They 
had combed every inch of the loch using 
600 sonar beams guided by satellite 
navigation and found nothing. The 
search operation was covered in their 
documentary The Search for the Loch 
Ness Monster. 

10 years ago, on 28th July 2008 that the 
Grand Pier fire in Weston-super-Mare 
took place. The pavilion was completely 
destroyed, but then rebuilt and reopened 
in October 2010 

In the  month of July ... 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 



32  

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
JULY 
1st 12:00 Pitton Summer Drinks Party Village Hall 
2nd 19:30 East Grimstead Parish  Reading Room 
  Grimstead Council Meeting 
4th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
7th 15:15 Pitton Fancy Dress Parade The Close 
7th 16:00 Pitton Pitton Carnival Village Hall Field 
9th 19:30 Whiteparish Summer Rhapsody All Saints, Whiteparish 
10th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
11th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
14th 19:00 Pitton Magical Mystery Eve. Village Hall  
15th 14:30 East Tea Party Maypole Green 
  Grimstead 
15th  No DVN in August - Next edition September 
18th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
25th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
25th 19:30 Farley Pitton & Farley  Village Hall 
   Parish Council 
AUGUST 
1st 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
8th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
14th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
15th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for September 
22nd 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
27th 19:30 Farley Phoebe Morgan Village Hall 
28th 19:30 Farley Canon Jeremy Davis All Saints 
28th 19:30 Farley Writing for young Village Hall 
   adult readers 
29th 19:30 Farley Thriller Night Village Hall 
30th 19:30 Farley The Orchid Hunter All Saints 
30th 19:30 Farley Self-publishing Village Hall 
   workshop 
31st 19:30 Farley Friend Request Village Hall 
SEPTEMBER 
1st 14:00 Bentley Autumn Crocuses The Barn 
  Wood 
1st 19:30 Farley FlitFest Quiz Night The Hook and Glove 
2nd 11:00 Farley Canon Jeremy Davis  All Saints 
   On poet RS Thomas 
15th  Deadline for copy submission for October 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
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