Minutes of the Pitton & Farley Parish Council meeting held on 9th December 2010 at 7.30pm in Pitton Village Hall

Present

Alan Shaw (Chairman)

Geoff Lowndes (Vice Chairman)

Tony Ashworth

David Goulden

Jaime Latham

Steve Williams
Catherine Purves (Clerk)

There were no members of the public to ask questions, but two electors had put themselves forward from each ward to fill the vacancies by way of co-option. Jaime Latham for Farley ward and Tony Ashworth for Pitton ward were asked by the Chairman to outline briefly why they wished to join the Parish Council, following which the councillors invited them both to step upto the table. Both gentlemen signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, duly witnessed and took their seats.

AGENDA
Apologies

Apologies were received from Mike Chant, Lyn Fredericks [subsequently received from Nigel Lilley]

01.11 Minutes

i. The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 28th October 2010 were approved as a correct record, without amendment (prop DG, sec SW, a.i.f.).

ii. The minutes of the Farley ward planning meeting dated 24th November 2010 were received and ratified.

iii. The minutes of the Pitton ward planning meetings of 22nd November 2010 and 2nd December 2010 were received and ratified.

iv. The minutes of the Budget & Precept meeting dated 2nd December 2010 were received and ratified.  

02.11 Declarations of Interest
There were none

03.11 To receive reports from:

i. Wiltshire Councillor Chris Devine – none received.

ii. The Council’s representative on the Pitton Village Flood Action Group – nothing to report.

iii. The Council’s representative on the Pitton Village Hall Management Committee – nothing to report.

iv. Parish Website representative – the number of visitors to the site continues to increase, but as always, ideas for added interest or appeal to the site, or news of activities or events on both villages are always welcome. Please contact the editor – editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk   

e. Chairman’s report – nothing to report, other than the new Warden had taken up his post at the Farley Wardenry, and a programme of much needed refurbishment was being carried out.

f. Parish Clerk’s report - 
· Wiltshire Police Authority is undertaking a consultation on Local Policing which runs from 22nd November to 11th February, which is available for completion on the Authority website at www.wiltshire-pa.gov.uk. 

· Wiltshire Council’s Planning Department has developed a county wide Enforcement Strategy. 

· Playsafety Ltd has undertaken its annual inspection of both play areas in the parish, and the hard copy of the report has been received. The work needing to be done will be carried out once the bad weather has passed.
· Wiltshire Council has requested details of all open spaces free to use by members of the public, regardless of ownership.

· Wiltshire Rural Housing Association has produced “Affordable Rural Housing: A Practical Guide for Parish Councils” of which I have a copy.

· W.AL.C. has produced its 2009/2010 Annual Report.

· Community First has produced its 2009/2010 Annual Report and Accounts

· Community First’s autumn newsletter.

·  W.A.L.C.’s December newsletter, including information about the forthcoming census in March 20011. More next month. 

· The next Southern Wiltshire Area Board meeting will be held on Thursday December 16th at the Trafalgar School, Downton, at 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start.

04.11 To consider any matters raised by the public

Mr Lowndes advised that it seemed that problems were occurring again at Farley House in connection with the converted garage. The Clerk was asked to research again the conditions attached to the original planning application, and report any concerns to Enforcement. Action: the Clerk
Mr Lowndes also advised that a group of Harriers had been running through the woods near Farley at night, and disturbing both residents and livestock. Mr Lowndes undertook to contact the police in this matter. Action: Mr Lowndes.

05.11 Finance

i. A schedule of accounts in the sum of £514.84 was approved for payment (prop SW, sec DG, a.i.f.). 
ii. The updated budget monitoring form was noted, with a slight amendment to the hire costs required, due to a typo error.

iii. To select a supplier for the proposed bus shelter at Farley – 
Three quotes have been obtained for the supply, delivery and installation of a 1.8m wide x 1.5 deep x 1.8m high bus shelter:

Wilton Forestry - £910.00 inc delivery and installation plus VAT

Knightwood - £3504.02 inc delivery and installation plus VAT

Littlethorpe of Leicester Ltd – £4280.00 plus delivery plus VAT. PC would need to organise installation separately.

It is proposed that half the cost be covered by an Area Board grant, whilst provision for the remainder is raised from next year’s precept. 

After some discussion, the Council resolved to instruct Wilton Forestry, on the basis that it was a local company and provided the cheapest quote to supply, deliver and install the bus shelter in the spring of 2011, subject to receiving approval from Highways, the Almshouses and the PCC. Action: the Clerk.
iv. To finalise the budget figure and precept requirement for 2011/2012.

After some discussion, £600 was allocated to the bus shelter project, £150.00 for website administration costs due in the next financial year and £300.00 in respect of starting to build up reserves to cover any future electricity bill incurred in connection with the use of the pump during future flooding in Pitton.

The Council therefore resolved to raise a precept of £6938.85 for 2011/2012 (prop SW, sec AS, a.i.f.).

Mr Lowndes requested that as the Parish Council had paid for the installation of the electricity supply and was paying the quarterly standing charge, it should ask for written confirmation from Wiltshire Council that it will cover the cost of hiring the electrical submersible pump and the electricity used. Action: The Clerk
06.11 Highway/Parish Steward/Footpath matters

i. See Item 09.11i below. 

ii. Work needing doing – in addition to the potholes which had appeared and/or worsened during the bad weather, the Steward will be asked to throw back pieces of wood on Lucewood Lane onto the neighbouring estates. The “Slow” sign on Lucewood Lane needs adjusting. Action: The Clerk.
07.11 To consider the alteration of the timing of Parish Council meetings.

After some discussion, it was resolved that the meetings are carried forward by one week, with a seven week gap to the next meeting in January 2011, reverting to the normal six week gap thereafter. 
08.11 To note the updating of Pitton School’s Travel Plan

This is being reviewed at present, and the Clerk has been in contact with Wiltshire Council officials, providing them with background ie that the residents main concerns are with the parking. Progress with the provision of a school bus doesn’t seem to have been made since the last meeting, but its provision seems to have prompted the review of the Travel Plan. There have also been suggestions that the yellow zig zag lines, presently outside The Old School should be relocated. 

09.11 To review other ongoing matters

i. Common land ie Aymers Pond – this will be dug out as soon as the weather conditions allow. Alan Shaw will arrange a working party to do the work.  The common land in Farley will also be cleared. Action: Alan Shaw for Pitton, Nigel Lilley for Farley. 
ii. Parish steward programme.  Only the report for the July visit has been received. He was not due to attend in August, but I have not yet received a report for his visits in September, October or November. His next visit is scheduled for December 9th.  The Clerk has requested, but not received, a list of tasks he can undertake, list of target dates for works outstanding, or a date for the suggested meeting with Highways. 

iii. Tree maintenance – Conservation Area Consent has been given, and the first tranche of works, ensuring that the trees in The Close comply with legal requirements has been completed. It is hoped that the second phase of works will be undertaken next year, including the removal of a horse chestnut with bleeding canker.

iv. Metrocount Survey – this was carried out between 12th and 20th October along The High street in Pitton, just outside the church. 7626 cars were monitored, and 85% were travelling at 33.3mph or lower. The area is therefore eligible for Community Speed Information (temporary) Signs, a programme which is being developed at the moment. This entails signs such as “Slow Down” or “This is a 30mph area” appearing randomly for two or three weeks then being removed and replaced a few weeks later with another different sign, so that the motorist doesn’t become familiar with them, and so loosing the sign’s impact.   

10.11Dates of next meetings

Thursday, 27th January 2011 at 7.30pm in Farley Village Hall.

Thursday, 10th March 2011 at 7.30pm in Pitton Village Hall.

11.11 To close the meeting.

The meeting ended at 9.05pm  
