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Foreword
This Parish Plan reﬂects the wishes of the people who live today in two
of Wiltshire’s most ancient communities. I commend it as an important
statement about the future they wish to build together. A famous son
of Wiltshire, Pitton’s countryside historian and author Ralph Whitlock,
who taught me much of the story of these villages twenty years ago,
would I am sure have approved, too.
This Plan is about what people think is important, what they like and
dislike and how to take more control of their own lives. This is hugely
signiﬁcant as power is increasingly removed from local citizens to
remote regional, national and supra-national administrations.
It is about more than that, too. Pitton and Farley are villages with
attitude. They are both conﬁdent communities, aware of their
heritage. The Romans knew Pitton - this was vineyard country as well
as rich forest resource. Medieval Monarchs rode this way - notably
Henry II and Queen Eleanor of Aquitaine - and Parliament passed by when it met in Salisbury in 1326, while
the King lodged at Clarendon Palace.
Farming and forestry nurtured Farley from Saxon times and the establishment of Farley Hospital in the
seventeenth century brought the village to the attention of the Royal Court. One of Wiltshire’s earliest
schools thrived here until 2005 and continues to serve the community in a new way.
Now the spirit of the villages moves on, united, to meet the challenges of the 21st Century.
As ever, these villages are blazing a trail for others to follow.
Robert Key MP

Vision Statement
The residents of Pitton and Farley see the future for our rural parish as one which responds to change in
a way which does not spoil what we have, but which protects and improves our lives and ensures that our
communities continue to thrive for future generations.
What emerges from the Parish Plan is a clear vision that the community has of its future, in which we shall
• protect and improve the quiet, rural environment of the area
• maintain and strengthen the spirit of community and inclusiveness within the villages, between the
villages, and across the whole Parish
• improve the services, support and facilities available to all in the Parish
• embrace opportunities which will enrich our community
• pass on to future generations, a safe, vibrant, inclusive and supportive community.
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. Executive Summary
The parish of Pitton and Farley lies 5 miles from Salisbury, in Wiltshire. This Parish Plan is the result of an 18month community-led consultation initiated by the Parish Council and supported by Salisbury District Council.
Its purpose is to inform the various levels of government and other decision-making bodies of our community’s
views, needs and concerns.
The consultation was designed by a Steering Group, and incorporated
a number of stages to maximise the audience and response from our
community. In brief these stages included:
• Summer Fetes 2005 - open ended questions
• Businesses consulted - open ended questions
• Draft plan drawn from responses to date - distributed to every
household, and comments invited
• Speciﬁc interest groups contacted for more in-depth discussions
• Questionnaire distributed to every household
• Outside agencies involved where appropriate
• Summer Fetes 2006 - ﬁnal comments invited
Throughout the consultation period, the Steering Group remained
objective, and the resulting Parish Plan reﬂects the views of the whole
community. The consultation provided some clear indications on what
residents in the parish think is important. We seem to essentially agree
on what we like, and we know what we want – for ourselves, for our
children and for our community. Obviously we want to be an active
community, since we want to do more walking, cycling and horse riding,
and we want more opportunity to play tennis, table tennis, and use
skateboards.

In brief, the topics that
seemed to be at the top
of almost everyone’s list
were:
MOST LIKED
• The beautiful countryside
and rural setting
• Extremely friendly
atmosphere and good
community spirit
• Village shop and outlets for
local produce

AREAS FOR
IMPROVEMENT

Despite all the positives, there are some irritations, such as limited public
transport, lack of facilities for young people, and minor crime.
Clearly we should try to tackle these issues.

• Not enough for youths to do

Many suggestions were offered to the Steering Group. Some of these
were potentially good ideas but very much in a minority, others had
much in common. Later stages of consultation sought to consolidate
these latter suggestions into actions that could be implemented after
completion of the Plan. The highest priority items in the Action Plan thus
became:

• Better bus service

!

•
•
•
•

Appropriate housing development
Investigate improvements to the bus service
School parking
A Parish Business Directory

• Better housing mix

• Better use of school
buildings, and availability
of further education

• Crime reporting and Neighbourhood Watch
• More facilities for teenagers
• Improving the play areas for younger children

Other suggestions, which were made by a large number of our community, have been given Medium or Low
priority in the Action Plan.
The next stage is to begin to implement the Plan, and to set up a management system to monitor progress.
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2. Introduction
Purpose of the Parish Plan

The Process

The Government wants local communities to take
more control of their own lives, by saying what they
want done for their neighbourhoods and how they
intend to set about doing it. In November 2000 the
Government’s Rural White Paper “Our Countryside
– The Future” launched the concept of Parish and
Town Plans. A Plan’s purpose is to “set out a vision of
what is important, how new development can best be
ﬁtted in, the design and quality standards it should
meet, how to preserve valued local features and to
map out the facilities which the community needs
to safeguard for the future”. Plans should “identify
key facilities and services, set out the problems that
need to be tackled and demonstrate how distinctive
character and features can be preserved”.

The Parish Planning process began when the Parish
Council invited Salisbury District Council to run an
information meeting in Pitton Village Hall on 24th
February 2005. As a result of this, volunteers for a
Steering Group were requested, and they met for the
ﬁrst time, in Farley, on 14th April. Just 11 days later,
the ﬁrst formal Steering Group meeting was held.
One of its ﬁrst objectives was to write its ‘terms of
reference’, which included an obligation to remain
objective and accurately represent the views of the
community.

Parish Plans (and Town Plans) will be used by District
Councils in the drawing up of Local Plans. In the past
it has been felt that grass roots involvement in Local
Plans has been seriously lacking.
This Plan has been developed under the auspices
of the Parish Council. First, it gives a brief history
of the development of the parish. Second, under
headings used in the District Council’s Southern
Area Community Plan, it describes this community’s
opinions on the important issues and proposes actions
to address things that might be improved. Finally,
these actions are consolidated into an Action Plan,
with a suggested priority and timescale.
The Plan has been endorsed by the Parish Council.
Hence the Parish Council can be relied upon to
use the plan, along with the Local Development
Framework and guidance on material considerations,
in its future activities. Salisbury District Council,
Wiltshire County Council and other service suppliers
should also take into consideration the views set out
in the document, along with other local and national
guidance.

The Steering Group set out a series of tasks and
checkpoints as a means of determining whether they
had included all possible topics for consideration, and
had given everyone in the parish an opportunity to
put forward his/her views. The tasks were:
• Provide an opportunity at the summer fetes of
2005 for everyone to give an unprompted answer
to ‘what do you like about our community?’,
‘what don’t you like?’, and ‘what suggestions for
improvement do you have?’;
• Ask all businesses in the parish the same questions;
• Feed back this information in a ‘Draft Plan’,
delivered to every house in the parish, with an
invitation to make further comment;
• Ensure that everyone had the opportunity to give
his/her opinion;
• Contact groups and individuals within the parish;
• Fill any gaps by means of further consultation.
768 comments were made at the fetes, and these
gave the Steering Group a clear indication of what
were the major likes and dislikes about life in the
parish. The process began just after the decision was
taken to close Farley School, and this was high on the
agenda. We all value what we have – churches, pubs,
shop, and school – and we do not want to lose them.
The re-use of Farley School for early years education
is a sign that our views do count.
Opinions were speciﬁcally sought from local
businesses, which can, when successful, add a huge
amount to the positive feelings about village life.
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By November, the Steering Group felt that they
had enough basic information to produce the ﬁrst
feedback to the community, and a ‘Draft Plan’ was
distributed to every household. Comments on this
produced very little completely new information, but
some residents made comprehensive replies that gave
further insight into the issues that they addressed.
In the early part of 2006 the Steering Group sought
more detailed opinions on certain topics, primarily:
•
•
•
•

Services and leisure activities for young people;
New housing;
Public transport;
Adult education and leisure activities.

A questionnaire was developed and given to every
household in order to enhance the consultation
process, and 198 households returned it giving the
Steering Group valuable additional information.

Throughout the consultation process, the Steering
Group has attempted to involve outside agencies
whenever appropriate, and this Plan reﬂects
discussions that have been held with them. These
agencies include Wiltshire County Council Highways
and Rights of Way departments, Wiltshire Bridleways,
the Police, Salisbury District Council Forward
Planning, Community Transport, the Primary Care
Trust, Youth Action Wiltshire, and others.
In June and July 2006, stalls were set up at the
summer fetes to report progress on the Plan back to
the community, prior to completing this ﬁnal version.
With the production of the Parish Plan at the end of
2006 the task of the Steering Group is completed.
The Plan is now owned by the Parish Council, which
will manage maintenance of the Plan and progress of
the Action Plan herein.

All Saints Church, Farley
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3. The Parish
The parish comprises the two distinct villages of
Farley and Pitton (approximately a mile and a half
apart) and their surrounding countryside, ﬁve miles to
the east of Salisbury. According to the 2001 Census,
the size of the parish is 1073 hectares, or 2650 acres,
with only 754 residents. Thus it is a rural parish, as
can be seen from the maps on page 9.

St. Peter’s Church, Pitton

There are 185 households in Pitton and its surrounds,
and 140 in Farley. The total population ﬂuctuates
around 750. English Heritage has listed 28 buildings,
a number that demonstrates the rich cultural history
that the parish has enjoyed.
Farley probably derives its name from Saxon to mean
a distant or broken clearing in a wood, and was one
of several little settlements near the Royal Palace
in the deer park of Clarendon and set in the forest
of Pancet. The village retains its original circular
formation, typical of villages in this area that needed
to keep animals safe within its bounds at night

many tucked away down lanes into the surrounding
woodland. There are very few new dwellings in the
village as there is a tendency for those who have
moved into the village to improve or expand their
houses and current Planning Policy strictly controls
new housing.

‘Pitton’ is thought to be derived from the AngloSaxon personal name Pitta or Putta – the Hawk. It
is likely that this implied this was the place where
Anglo-Saxon nobles kept their hawks, as throughout
the Middle Ages Pitton was a forest village, with close
associations with Clarendon Palace. All but 20 of the
buildings are grouped together in an area of less than
1⁄2 square mile.

Pitton village has a variety of buildings: it has some
older Grade 2 listed thatched houses, many small
houses and bungalows built in the 1960s and 1970s,
and a handful of council houses. There is very little
low cost housing; the trend has been for householders
to extend their properties in recent years, and the
perception is that the planners favour inﬁlling with
large new houses. There is a conservation area.

In 1681, Sir Stephen Fox, Farley’s most famous son
and loyal companion to Charles II, endowed Farley
Hospital. He also commissioned the building of the
Church, both buildings attributed to Sir Christopher
Wren. The Church, Hospital, Wardenry, School
building and Reading Room now form the historic
core of the village and attract many visitors. Farley
Hospital still provides accommodation in 6 almshouses
and 2 cottages.

The villages are bounded by extensive woodland
readily accessible via numerous footpaths and
bridleways. Hound Wood, Blackmoor Copse, Bentley
Wood and Farley Woods are a mix of privately owned
woodlands and trusts including a Butterﬂy Preserve.
A footpath through Hound Wood links Farley to the
Clarendon Way, a major footpath from Salisbury
to Winchester running through Pitton. Surrounding
farmland is mixed arable and livestock with an
increasing use for horse paddocks. While most of the
land is still farmed locally there is a move towards
contract farming from outside the village. Woodland
industries ﬂourish.

Throughout the Middle Ages Pitton and Farley were
both chapelries of the parish of Alderbury, a few
miles to the south-west. In 1649 it was proposed to
create a new and separate parish of Pitton and Farley,
but it wasn’t until 1874 that this eventually happened.
The settlement of Farley is loosely framed and mixes
older timber framed thatched houses and a variety of
old, new, large and small houses. There is a scattering
of more remote properties outlying the main village,
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There are no major industries or employers in the
parish, although a number of small businesses provide
some local employment. Commuting to local towns/
cities is relatively easy and a number of villagers
commute to London on a regular basis. There are an
increasing number of people who work from home.
Pitton & Farley Parish Plan 7

Amenities of the parish today
There is a strong feeling of community spirit and
neighbourliness, fostered by the Church and the
parish’s variety of clubs and societies. The Church
maintains a weekly service in both villages.
In Farley the “Coronation Field” is home to the
Cricket Club, and has a children’s play area, football
wall and basketball hoop. In Pitton the Village Hall
is owned by a charity that also owns the adjacent
playing ﬁeld, which is used for pétanque, tennis and
football practice and there is also a basket ball area.
“The Close” is owned by The Parish Council, and has
a children’s play area.
Pitton has a host of clubs and associations: Social
Club, Pétanque Club, Gardening Club, Men of Pitton,
Pitton Wives and others, which have many activities
centred on the Village Hall. Regular social events
in Farley are generally organised by the Village Hall
Committee.
Both villages boast a pub – The Silver Plough in Pitton
and The Hook and Glove in Farley, which offer food
and drink in a convivial atmosphere.
The Post Ofﬁce Stores in Pitton provides a lifeline for
our rural community. Its status as a ‘rural post ofﬁce’
enables it to provide essential facilities for pensioners

and others.
Without that status
it would face closure.
Farley Hospital is registered with the National
Association of Almshouses, and offers low-cost
accommodation for people in need who have a local
connection.
Founded in 1711, the school in Farley was closed in
August 2005 largely due to falling rolls. Salisbury
Diocese Board of Education has leased the building
to a private nursery to continue the educational
amenity. Pitton has a school founded in 1853, and, at
present, the majority of the pupils hail from outside
the parish.
The Parish Council plays a lively role in community
life. It has associated working groups, such as a
Working Party on School Parking to keep in mind the
ongoing safety issues with so many children arriving
at school by car, and the Flood Action Group, which
manages a contingency plan for the occasional severe
ﬂooding.
The Hook & Glove, Farley
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Summary of Consultations
4. Countryside and Land-based Issues
The community has made it very clear that we value our surroundings
and the countryside very highly and many people have speciﬁcally said
that they would like things to remain much as they are.
Flooding, especially in Pitton, was important to respondents. The local
authority has carried out some work to help alleviate the problem but
this work has not yet been tested and, in any case, there will continue to
be some ﬂooding even if the scheme works exactly as designed.

SOME DETAIL
Some concerns were raised about the cutting of hedgerows and
subsequent clearing up of the clippings. Hedgerow cutting should be
performed at appropriate times such that nesting birds are not disrupted.
The problem of Japanese knotweed and other noxious weeds was raised.
The Parish Council is dealing with the current outbreak of knotweed but
we should be aware of the issue for the future and try to deal with such
problems before they get out of hand.
The keen interest in re-instating the village ponds should be carefully
reviewed before proceeding, because of the impact on ﬂooding issues.

Our Views
• We value greatly the
attributes we have in the
Parish i.e. the peace and
quiet, the countryside and
wildlife and maintaining
these should be our ﬁrst
priority.
• There is still concern about
ﬂooding.
• Wildlife should be
respected: new
developments should have
provision for new wildlife
habitats if possible and
associated planting schemes
should consist mainly of
indigenous species.
• Government guidelines
limiting the frequency of
hedge cutting should be
followed.

Looking north from the rear garden of Green Loaming, The Street, Farley
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View of Pitton from the south-east

Some Figures
The beautiful landscape was rated as “very important” by 81% of
respondents to the questionnaire, and as “fairly important” by 18%,
a total of 99% of respondents who value it.
Similar ﬁgures were given for:
Peace and quiet
very important 86%,
fairly important 12%,
a total of 98%;
Rural character
very important 85%,
fairly important 15%
total 99.5%;
Wildlife
very important 81%,
fairly important 16%,
total 97%;
Lack of street lights,
ability to see the night sky
very important 63%,
fairly important 23%,
total 86%.
A lime tree at Farley Farm
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Actions
• The protection of the
rural nature of the Parish
is very high on our list of
priorities. Any proposals
for development including
Planning Applications should
be produced to support
this.
• The ﬂood action group
should be supported and we
should continue to lobby for
improvements to the ﬂood
alleviation scheme.
• We should be alert to any
outbreaks of noxious weeds
and deal with them as
quickly as possible so that
they do not spread.
• The interest in the villages’
ponds should be noted and
the matter should be kept
under review.
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5. Traﬃc and Transport
The community considers the Parish to be peaceful, and has relatively
little problem with trafﬁc density, noise, or light pollution issues.
Parking at Pitton School is an issue that creates problems for the
residents of Whiteway for a very short period of time in a day. A working
party reporting to the Parish Council concluded that the school should
remind the parents each term of the problems and solutions, including
a voluntary one-way system and map showing where to park, and the
Parish Council will keep the matter under review.
There are some issues that cause concern, and they include the road
between Pitton & Farley, lack of road maintenance, HGVs, poor public
transport and lack of care of footpaths and bridleways.
The Parish was seen to have the advantage of easy access to larger
communities and the coast.

SOME DETAIL
Speeding cars were a major cause for concern, although the problem
is considered by the police to be perceived rather than actual. This is
justiﬁed by the results of a trafﬁc survey carried out in March/April
2003, which found only a tiny percentage of speeding cars in the village
centres. Nevertheless, there is still concern about the speed levels on the
Farley to Pitton road.
We are less concerned about cars than lorries, which use the lanes in the
parish as a rat run. However, we recognise that some heavy trafﬁc has
business within or close to the Parish.

Our Views
• We are concerned about
the dangers of the country
roads connecting Pitton,
Farley, and neighbouring
villages.
• The School parking creates
problems for some residents
for a short period each
school day and is potentially
dangerous to the children.
• We would like to see the
public transport improved in
both villages.
• Lack of road maintenance is
a cause of annoyance.
• Trafﬁc calming measures
(e.g. sleeping policemen,
chicanes) would not be a
popular innovation.
• We would like to see more
bridleways and cycle routes,
and better maintained
footpaths.

It came across that quite a number of us would like a local bus route
to take in Farley, Pitton, East Grimstead and Winterslow. The residents
of Farley would like a direct route to Salisbury with Ben Lane included
in the route, and to be included in Pitton’s more frequent services to
Salisbury. It was noted that there is a large gap between services after
9.30 and between 1 and 5 p.m. A bus service to Test Valley School
through the villages would also be welcomed, as there are a number of
local children attending that school. It was suggested that buses could be
more user-friendly for the elderly, with room for shopping trolleys, lower
steps, etc.
From the questionnaire response it is obvious that bridleways and
footpaths are much valued by the community.
Several respondents commented on the need for more off road horse
riding.
There were pleas to improve the footpaths and keep them signed and
cleared.
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Actions

Some Figures

• Monitor trafﬁc volumes,
particularly any growth in
HGV volumes, on the road
between Pitton & Farley.

Of respondents to the questionnaire,

• An Action Committee to
approach Wilts & Dorset
Buses with regard to public
transport issues.

and 50% were dissatisﬁed with the bus service.

• Publicise the process for
reporting problems with
road maintenance.

60% of respondents suggested the frequency needed improvement,

• Continue to monitor issues
and their resolution with
regard to parking outside
Pitton School.

and the cost was thought to be too much for 79%.

• Continue to discuss
bridleways and footpaths
with landowners and
Wiltshire Bridleway
representatives.

84% considered bridleways and footpaths important,
71% favoured a cycleway/bridleway between Farley and Pitton,

With regard to the bus service,
54% of the questionnaire respondents were less than happy,

50% wanted more weekend/late night returns,

23% would like additional bus shelters
(in Farley and at Pitton Church),
and 29% were unhappy about the route.

• Encourage closer
co-operation between road
users and landowners on
the issue of hedge clippings
on the local roads.

Cars passing the Post Ofﬁce Stores, High Street, Pitton
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6. Economy

Farley – Village Hall, notice board and bus stop

The parish has a number of businesses that serve the local community
as well as customers outside the parish, including a shop in Pitton and
two public houses, the Hook and Glove in Farley and the Silver Plough in
Pitton. There are also a number of private businesses in various sectors,
some of them small and consisting of people working from home, and
some fresh food providers. There are also doorstep delivery providers,
e.g. the milkman, the newspapers, eggs, and the ﬁsh and chip van, which
calls at Pitton once a week.
Other businesses in the parish include several in the equestrian sector,
some tourism-related businesses (caravans and bed and breakfast)
and several farms and agricultural enterprises, which provide local
employment and bring money into the two villages.
Taking into account the strength of feeling about the rural attributes of
the parish it is felt that any new business developments should be:
• small scale and not in the form of industrial estates;
• far enough away from residential property not to cause noise pollution;
• inconspicuous in the landscape; and not be permitted to have lights on
all night.
It is suggested that any development of new industrial/commercial
enterprises should be limited so that there are no more than two on any
one site, and that extra trafﬁc, particularly heavy lorries, is kept to a
minimum.

SOME DETAIL
Many of the businesses we have are particularly important to people who
do not have their own transport and we would like to support them in
practical ways if at all possible.
Many people are not aware of all of the services that are available within
the parish. Respondents to the questionnaire were generally in favour of
a local business directory and the majority of businesses were happy to
be included in one.
Respondents highlighted the likely changes in farming that will arise out
of the new CAP single payment scheme. This scheme is in its infancy
at the moment and the issues will no doubt become clearer during the
lifetime of the plan. It seems likely that farmers will need to diversify.
Tourism was mentioned positively by several respondents who felt that it
should be encouraged in order to help the local economy.

Some Figures
According to the 2001 census, 61% of the population of working age
are ‘economically active’ (working), while 25% are retired.
22% of respondents to the questionnaire have their main occupation
within the parish.
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Actions

Our Views

• Encourage and support
local businesses such as the
pubs, the shop, and others
providing services which are
particularly important to
local people.

• We value highly the village
pubs and the village shop in
Pitton.

• A directory of local
businesses should be
prepared for distribution
within the parish.

• There is a lack of
information about local
suppliers and services.
• We are aware that farmers
may well need to diversify
due to agricultural changes.

• Support farming
diversiﬁcation where
appropriate.

The Silver Plough, Pitton

January 2007

Pitton & Farley Parish Plan 15

7. Housing and the Built Environment
The Salisbury District Local Plan allows for inﬁlling, small-scale
development and redevelopment within the framework of Pitton Village
although it excludes the central open space known as Coldharbour Field.
The historic core of the village is further protected by Conservation Area
Planning Policies.
Farley has a looser framework of development and is geographically
split into two areas where development can take place and a third area
restricting development within the Conservation Area. The Conservation
Area surrounds the historic core of Farley, which contains buildings of
signiﬁcant architectural importance.

SOME DETAIL
There is a high proportion of owner-occupiers in the Parish, and a high
percentage of buildings of architectural interest, many of which are
listed.
Whilst both villages have their own unique pattern of historic
development it is felt that each should protect against inappropriate
development that fails to enhance the existing character of the villages.
New development should be restricted to brownﬁeld sites or sites of
appropriate scale within the framework boundaries that adequately
support the creation of smaller family homes at affordable prices.

Actions
• Produce ‘Village Design
Statements’, in order to
identify how the built
environment of the parish
might be consistently
maintained and developed.
• Support Planning
Applications that provide
lower priced homes for
locals and families on
appropriate sites, whilst
protecting open village
spaces.
• Protect the Conservation
Areas and open countryside
from inappropriate
development.
• Maintain and protect
buildings for Community
use.

There is a signiﬁcant scattering of homes and businesses in the wider
parish area that form an essential
part of the community and continue
Some Figures
to support the community spirit.
Of the respondents to the questionnaire only about one-third were in
favour of low cost, e.g. council, rented or shared ownership housing,
Our Views
while 67% favoured the building of small private houses and 24% were
in favour of large private houses.
• There are too many new
large houses squeezed
into the existing gaps,
Approaching Farley from the Pitton road
particularly in Pitton.
• There is not enough new
housing that is suitably
scaled and priced for local
families and ﬁrst time
buyers.
• There is no majority support
for extending the village
boundaries into greenﬁeld
areas for new housing.
• There is no majority
support for rented or shared
ownership housing.

16 Pitton & Farley Parish Plan
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8. Communications
There is a strong feeling that the Dun Valley News, which is run by
the four churches in the Dun Valley, should be the parish’s main
communications vehicle. It is delivered monthly to every household, free
of charge thanks to the PCC. Due to its publication schedule however, it
cannot be used for last minute items of news and, therefore, other means
of publicising events at short notice will continue to be required. For
example, there are a number of village notice boards – in Pitton at the
shop and village hall, and in Farley at the village hall and pub.
The Farley telephone exchange was upgraded to broadband in April
2005. However, mobile telephone reception continues to be variable
but generally poor. The mobile telephone companies do not provide
information on their network coverage at a sufﬁcient level of detail for us
to be able to predict reception with any accuracy.
Digital television is being phased in and it is already possible to receive
it with an appropriate high-gain aerial. Plans that the Government has
published for phasing out analogue television have our region (Meridian)
at the end of the list, so, with the schedule presently extending from
2008 to 2012, it should be ﬁve more years before analogue television is
no longer available here.
Digital radio, or digital audio broadcasting (DAB), is available in the
parish on DAB radios. Digital radio can, of course, also be listened to on
televisions that receive digital signals.

SOME DETAIL
There is already a parish information pack, giving people who have
recently moved into the parish information on some of our clubs and
events. It is felt that this information is not always current or complete,
and that some improvement could be made so that it becomes a source
of information not only for newcomers but also for existing residents as a
kind of local reference document.
Information on clubs, societies, events, and other newsworthy items
ought to be more readily available. While the Dun Valley News might be
the primary means of getting this information to all residents, it is likely
that as time passes more people will have access to the Internet. We
would like to investigate the possibility of putting news and information
on a web page and ensure that there is a formal process of maintaining
the currency of information on that page.

Some Figures
74% of us read most of The Dun Valley News.
The questionnaire showed that 75% of residents have access to the
Internet - a growing number of us via broadband - and 76% of them would
be happy to use it to ﬁnd out more information about the parish.

Our Views
• We feel that there is a need
for improved communication
in respect of local news and
what events are planned by
clubs and societies in the
parish.
• Although nearly two-thirds
of us think that good
mobile phone reception is
important, only just under
half would support a mast
even if it were ‘sensitively
sited’. As a group, the
rural workers feel the need
for good mobile phone
reception more than others,
because it has a potentially
vital role to play in their
safety while working
remotely and alone.

Actions
• Approach the editor of
the Dun Valley News to
investigate the viability of
including a more detailed
‘All Village Diary’ in the
magazine.
• Set up a process in
conjunction with the
Parish Council to produce
and maintain a ‘Parish
Directory’.
• Investigate the implications
of setting up and
maintaining a parish web
site.
• Monitor demand for
a mobile telephone
communications mast.

60% of respondents to the questionnaire say they would use a parish web
site if it contained a calendar of events and other useful information.
33 local businesses said they would be prepared for their details to be
added to a parish directory.
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9. Education
In the parish we have a Primary school, a Pre-school and a Nursery
School. Education in its broadest sense is also provided in the form of
three separate art classes, organ tuition, music tuition, guided tours of
the Wardenry at Farley Hospital, an ancient woodland that welcomes
educational and school involvement, and visits from the mobile library
which serves both villages.
Pitton Primary School is a Church of England school and has been in
existence for 150 years. For the last 40 years it has been a Voluntary
Aided Mixed School catering for children aged 4 – 11 years. Since
December 2001 with the sale of the old school building and a move to
new premises, numbers have risen steadily. The school feels that it is
crucial to maintain numbers on roll at their present level. If numbers
should fall below 90 the 4-class structure would be threatened. There is a
strong parent-teacher association, Friends of Pitton School (FOPS).
There are no state Secondary Schools in the parish.

Our Views
• We feel that it is vitally
important for the schools to
attract parents from inside
and outside the parish.
• The existence of the schools
encourages a good age mix
of residents in the parish.
• Some feel that there could
be more involvement
between Pitton School and
St. Peter’s Church.
• Liaison between School
governors and Parish
Council could be improved.

There was also a Primary School in Farley until 2005, when it was closed
due to falling numbers. Its closure does remind us of the importance of
maintaining numbers in small village schools.
Pitton Pre-school provides early years education for 3 to 5 year olds
attended each day by approximately 20 children from Pitton, Farley,
Salisbury, and surrounding villages. The Pre-school was inspected in 2006
and was judged to be ‘outstanding’ in terms of quality and standard of
nursery education provided.
Farley Nursery School opened in 2006 in the old Farley Primary School
building to provide all-day care for children aged from 6 months to 5
years, with an emphasis on ‘outdoor learning’ and encouraging children
to explore the natural world in play, music and sound. Its ﬁrst Ofsted
inspection rated it ‘outstanding’ in terms of the children’s enjoyment and
achievement.

SOME DETAIL
There is a need to forge better links between all parents and the church.
It would be productive to reinstate some of the worship sessions for
children and teachers taking place within Pitton School.
It is felt that there is room for improvement in the links between parish
and school, and a more active involvement of both the community in
the activities of FOPS (Friends Of Pitton School), and the school in
community events and activities.
There is some demand for the school premises to be used for other out
of school hours adult activities e.g. art lessons, although it is also felt
that this might compete with activities provided at Pitton Village Hall
and affect bookings there. However, there is a possibility of holding ICT
training sessions for adults at the school after school hours, as the school
has the relevant equipment.
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Some Figures
Pitton Primary School has at
present just over 100 children
in 4 classes. There are no
plans to expand further but
if numbers should fall below
70 the school is in danger of
closing.
56% of respondents think
the schools should be more
involved in Parish life, 60%
feel greater use should be
made of school facilities
outside the school day
with 50% favouring adult
education.
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The old Farley school building, now used by the Nursery School

Actions
• Improve liaison between
governors and Parish
Council on a formal level.
• The community to adopt a
more positive involvement
in FOPS activities.
• Investigate the viability of
using school equipment for
adult IT classes.

Pitton School playing ﬁeld, playground and classrooms
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Pitton pétanque terrain and rear of Village Hall

Horse riding is available for young and old

Play equipment in The Close, Pitton
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0. Culture and Leisure
Both villages have an extensive range of existing clubs and informal
groups, catering for a very wide range of interests, which are organised
and run within the communities and are generally well subscribed and
supported. On the whole they have satisfactory facilities.
Sporting clubs include tennis (P), cricket (F), junior football (F),
pétanque (P&F), darts (F), cribbage (P&F), keep-ﬁt (P), Pilates (F) and
a ladies walking group (F). Other Pitton activities include social club,
wives group, men of Pitton, theatre club, two art groups and a gardening
club. Other Farley activities include a book club. In addition there is a
‘September Club’ operating in East Grimstead, which is attended by many
of the older residents of Farley.
Both villages have a weekly mobile library service.
Popular individual activities include walking, cycling and riding.
Both villages have sports ﬁelds – Coronation Field in Farley, and the
Village Hall ﬁeld in Pitton – where very popular village fetes and carnivals
are held each year. Both villages have play areas for young children.
Our village churches, All Saints, Farley and St Peter’s, Pitton, comprise
the one ecclesiastical parish of Farley with Pitton.
Both Pitton and Farley have village halls which provide venues for a wide
variety of activities including theatre productions (both visiting and home
grown), keep ﬁt classes, Brownies, lunches, coffee mornings and a host of
community events.

SOME DETAIL
Several comments suggested that young people are particularly restricted
by the bus services, which limit their ability to get to and from Salisbury
and other centres for activities. Transportation is addressed elsewhere in
the Plan.

Our Views
• There is a need for more
activities and facilities for
young (teenage) people
with much support for a
youth club, other activities
suggested being football
posts provided on the sports
ﬁelds and skateboarding
facilities.
• It is considered important
to keep the village churches
active in the community.
• There is demand for a
tennis court in Farley.
• The play areas for younger
children should be
improved.

Actions
• Create additional activities
and facilities for our young
(teenage) people.
• Explore the possibility of a
tennis court in Farley.
• Improve the play areas for
younger children.

Some Figures
Of the 34 unprompted comments received at the two village fetes, 22 wanted more teenage activities and 5
wanted improvements to the playgrounds.
Of the corresponding suggestions for improvements received at the fetes, 26 proposed additional activities
or facilities - including 15 speciﬁc references to providing a Youth Club.
10 respondents suggested speciﬁc improvements to the playgrounds including more equipment, better
seating for parents, improved maintenance of the areas, and restricting access by dogs.
Of 43 respondents to the subsequent village questionnaire in Farley, 27 suggested the provision of a tennis
court in the village as an “additional activity”. Between the two villages, there were 25 suggestions of
football posts being provided on the sports ﬁelds and 22 were in favour of skate parks.
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. Crime and Community Protection
Wiltshire remains one of the safest counties in the UK and our parish
continues to enjoy a peaceful rural life free of major crime. We do
experience some low-level crime, including break-ins, theft of garden
machinery, seasonal vandalism, speeding on commuter routes, rural theft
against farmers and ﬂy-tipping. There are Neighbourhood Watch Schemes
in both villages although these can sometimes struggle to attract formal
support.
Much crime in our area goes unreported, often due to late discovery
(common to rural areas), a desire not to bother the police, and a sense of
dealing with problems within the community.
It is very important that there is a clear line of communication in
reporting crimes. Everyone in the community should know who to phone
if there is a problem. This is currently not the case.
The community has told us that seasonal low levels of vandalism do occur
in the villages. These are expensive annoyances and tend to be dealt
with by reprimand and cautioning.

SOME DETAIL
Police visibility: many of us feel that insufﬁcient police presence is still
an issue. However the police are currently working to their capacity. The
police do have a presence but modern policing is very different from the
old ‘drop in for a cup of tea’ style. There is a suggestion that the Parish
could acquire an additional Community Police Ofﬁcer for a contribution,
although this would mean an increase in the parish precept. This would
probably go a long way to alleviating the residents’ fears.
In addition, the loss of the MOD police presence from West Dean is likely
to have had an impact on the general feeling of police presence.
Neighbourhood Watch schemes are to be encouraged and as a community
we should ensure that all areas have an active co-ordinator who can
be the ﬁrst point of communication and it is vital that the outlying
properties should be included.
Fly-tipping and rubbish dumping is felt to be getting worse. It is a
criminal offence and the local authority has a duty to clear it. The Parish
Council has recently responded to this need and has agreed to supply
one skip per year in each village. This is likely to address some domestic
rubbish dumping but not more serious ﬂy-tipping, especially on farmland.
Although crime reduction is not a very big issue in our area, it is
important that we encourage the parishioners to involve our parish
council in identifying problems and be part of any solutions, taking a
holistic approach to the issues.
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Our Views
• The replacement of the
local Alderbury police
station number with a nonlocal number (0845 408
7000) has encouraged a
reduction in crime reporting
– this means that the police
do not have a true picture
of crime and hence manning
requirements in the area.
• We want to deter ﬂy-tipping
and other non-violent
crimes that threaten our
environment.
• It is important to us that
two-way communication
with the police should be
improved. Currently not
everyone in the community
knows who to phone if
there is a problem.

Some Figures
A police Information
Telephone Line was stated
as either very or fairly
important for 87% of those
who responded to the
questionnaire, and 84 % felt
a Police Bulletin would be
important.
In the questionnaire it
was demonstrated that
92% of our community
felt Neighbourhood Watch
schemes are important.
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Actions
• Ensure that all crime is
reported, as currently the
police do not have a true
picture of the level of
crime.
• Ensure the 0845 408 7000
number for contacting the
police is widely publicised
on all notice boards, and
recommend a door-to-door
drop.
• Ensure all areas of the
parish are covered by
a Neighbourhood Watch
Co-ordinator.
• Take action to stop
ﬂy-tipping and rubbish
dumping.
For example,
(i) Ensure the local authority
has a policy for rapid
response in clearing
rubbish, removing grafﬁti
and mending damage,
as stipulated in the
1998 Crime and Disorder
act, and also determine
responsibilities for
preventing ﬂy-tipping on
farmland.

Fieldgate, bottom of Parsonage Hill, Farley

(ii) Ensure that the community
is aware of the District
Council’s Environmental
Health number (01722
434319/434320) to report
ﬂy-tipping problems.
• Investigate possibility
of establishing a regular
bulletin or information line.
• Encourage the recruitment
of an additional Community
Police Ofﬁcer.
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2. Social Care and Health
There is a heritage of caring support services in Farley dating back
to 1681 when Sir Stephen Fox endowed Farley Hospital to provide
accommodation and maintenance for “six old men and as many women”
and the money to educate twenty local children, girls and boys, and to
clothe and shoe the twelve poorest.
There are no medical facilities in the parish but the area is served by
surgeries in Salisbury, six miles away. Residents can use a satellite surgery
in Winterslow (four miles away). The nearest major hospital is Salisbury
District Hospital at Odstock, eight miles from the two villages. Dental
facilities are available in Salisbury, and alternative therapies in Farley.

SOME DETAIL
As a result of the very early round of consultation for the Parish Plan,
alternative therapies are already available through the Farley Nursery,
using the sensory room facility.
There was some feeling of a lack of a meeting place with coffee for the
elderly (and others). This is now provided in Farley weekly on a Thursday
morning. Morning coffee is also available at the Hook & Glove.
The prescription ordering and collection facilities at Pitton Stores are
rated as being of high value and should be retained.
There was some anxiety over the lack of community transport schemes.
We discovered that there used to be a community bus, which ran around
Farley, Pitton and Winterslow to Salisbury, to provide a shopping trip
for the older and disabled citizens. It started with about six people and
kept dropping till in the end there was often only one person using it.
Although it’s a free service provided by the Council it is not worth their
while to run it with less than 8 people. They do operate community cars,
which very few people in the villages use. Details of this service are
available in the Parish Reference Pack.
There is a Link Scheme, which operates in Winterslow, among
other places. This is a community-based initiative that aims to help
disadvantaged, elderly or inﬁrm people. Volunteers use their own cars to
provide a free and conﬁdential support service to enable those without
transport to access services and facilities.

Our Views
Some Figures
16% of respondents to the questionnaire would take up the offer
of transport to and from appointments while 25% were willing to
volunteer.
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• Lack of adequate access to
medical facilities, especially
for people without cars.
• Lack of alternative and
complementary therapies.
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Wardenry and Almshouses, Farley

Actions

Newholme and Granary Barn, Farley

• Promote local outlets
for alternative and
complementary therapies.
• Support the prescription
service at Pitton.
• Investigate involvement in
Winterslow Link Scheme for
transportation to medical
facilities.
• Publicise as appropriate the
community car scheme.
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3. Action Plan Summary
3. Countryside
Lead
Potential Partners

Priority

Actions/Tasks

Timescales

High

Produce a Village Design Statement, in order
to retain the rural nature, beauty, wildlife, and
peacefulness of the parish by ensuring that they are
material considerations when considering proposed
development.

Parish Council

By mid
2008

Medium

Support the Flood Action Group and continue to lobby
for improvements to ﬂood alleviation.

Parish Council

Ongoing

Low

Be alert to outbreaks of noxious weeds and deal with
them as quickly as possible.

Parish Council

Ongoing

Low

Review community interest in the village ponds.

Parish Council

Ongoing

Lead
Potential Partners

Timescales

Flood Action Group

3.2 Traﬃc & Transport
Priority

Actions/Tasks

High

Form an Action Committee to approach Wilts & Dorset
Buses with regard to public transport issues, including
a speciﬁc request for a bus service between Pitton and
Farley.

Parish Council

By mid
2007

High

Continue to monitor issues and their resolution with
regard to parking outside Pitton School.

The Working Group on
School Parking

Ongoing

Medium

Be aware of developments outside the parish and their
possible impact on trafﬁc levels between Pitton and
Farley.

Everybody including
District and County
Council

Ongoing

Medium

Publicise the process for reporting problems with road
maintenance.

Parish Council

By mid
2007

Low

Continue to discuss bridleways and footpaths with
landowners and Wiltshire Bridleway representatives.

Local people

Ongoing

Encourage closer co-operation between road users and
landowners on the issue of hedge clippings on the local
roads.

Parish Council

Low
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Wiltshire Rights of Way
Ofﬁcer
Ongoing
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3.3 Economy
Lead
Potential Partners

Timescales

Priority

Actions/Tasks

High

Encourage and support local businesses such as the
pubs, the shop, and others providing services which are
particularly important to local people.

The Community

Ongoing

High

A directory of local businesses should be prepared for
distribution within the parish.

Parish Plan Steering Group

By mid
2007

Medium

Support farming diversiﬁcation where appropriate.

Parish council
SDC, WCC

Ongoing

3.4 Housing & the Built Environment
Lead
Potential Partners

Priority

Actions/Tasks

High

Produce Village Design Statements, in order to set
planning guidelines for new development in the parish.

Parish council

By mid
2008

Medium

Support Planning Applications that provide lower priced
homes for locals and families on appropriate sites,
whilst protecting open village spaces.

Parish Council
Ward Councillor

Ongoing

Medium

Protect the Conservation Areas and open countryside
from inappropriate development.

Parish Council
Ward Councillor

Ongoing

Low

Continue to support and promote use of existing
community buildings.

Parish Council
Ward Councillor

Ongoing
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3.5 Communications
Lead
Potential Partners

Priority

Actions/Tasks

Timescales

High

Set up a process in conjunction with the Parish Council
to produce and maintain a ‘Parish Directory’.

Parish Plan Steering Group

By mid
2007

Medium

Investigate the viability of including a more detailed
‘All Village Diary’ in the Dun Valley News.

Editor, Dun Valley News

By mid
2007

Medium

Monitor demand for a mobile telephone
communications mast.

Parish Council

Ongoing

Low

Investigate the implications of setting up and
maintaining a parish web site.

Parish Council

By mid
2007

3.6 Education
Priority

Actions/Tasks

Lead
Potential Partners

Medium

Improve liaison between governors and Parish Council
on a formal level.

Parish Council,
School Governors

Ongoing

Medium

The community to adopt a more positive involvement
in FOPS activities.

School Governors, FOPS

Ongoing

Medium

Investigate the viability of using school equipment for
adult IT classes

School Governors

By mid
2007

Timescales

View of Pitton from the Clarendon footpath
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3.7 Culture & Leisure
Lead
Potential Partners

Priority

Actions/Tasks

High

Create additional activities and facilities for our young (teenage) people.

High

Investigate options for initiating a Youth Club and its
funding, such as through community fund raising and
local government agencies.

Parish Council

Early 2007

Explore the possibility of a tennis court in Farley.

Community,
Coronation Field Trust

Early 2007

Improve the play areas for younger children.
Pitton (The Close) :

Parish Council

More regular grass cutting.

Ongoing

Investigate costs and options for additional equipment.

By mid 2007

Investigate costs of additional seating and picnic tables.

By mid 2007

Farley (Coronation Field) :
Investigate costs and options for additional equipment.
Medium

Timescales

Carry out additional consultation, investigation of costs
and options for football posts and skateboard areas,
plus numerous individual small-scale improvements
suggested.

Coronation Field
Trustees
Coronation Field Trust,
Pitton Village Hall Trust

By mid 2007
By mid 2007

View down White Hill, Pitton
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3.8 Crime & Community Protection
Lead
Potential Partners

Priority

Actions/Tasks

Timescales

High

Ensure all areas of the parish are covered by a
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.

Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators and the Local
Community Ofﬁcer.

Early 2007

High

Reinstate regular visits/reports from the local
policeman to Parish Council meetings in an attempt to
ensure that all crime is reported.

Parish Council
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators

Ongoing

High

Ensure 0845 408 7000 number is widely publicised - via
all notice boards and a possible door-to-door drop.

The Local Community
Ofﬁcer, Neighbourhood
Watch Co-ordinators and
Parish Council

Early 2007

Medium

Take action to stop ﬂy-tipping and rubbish dumping.

Local Authority and Parish
Council

By mid
2007

Low

Investigate possibility of establishing regular bulletin or
information line.

The Local Community
Ofﬁcer and Neighbourhood
Watch Co-ordinators

Ongoing

Low

Investigate again the provision of a Community Police
Ofﬁcer in the light of the forthcoming Neighbourhood
Area Policing system.

Parish Council

Ongoing

Timescales

3.9 Social Care & Health
Priority

Actions/Tasks

Lead
Potential Partners

Medium

Keep supporting the prescription service at Pitton.

The Community

Ongoing

Low

Investigate involvement in Winterslow Link Scheme for
transport to surgery etc.

Volunteers required

Early 2007

Low

Promote local outlets for alternative and
complementary therapies.

Parish Plan Steering Group
(Parish Directory)

By mid
2007
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4. Next Steps
The Parish Plan Steering Group has completed its task with the publication of this Parish Plan, and will be
disbanded. It has asked the Parish Council to oversee the implementation of the Action Plan and to monitor its
progress, in the expectation that sub-committees or groups of volunteers will be set up to take on the necessary
tasks.

5. Further Information & Contacts
This document is Section 1 of the Pitton & Farley Parish Plan 2006, and it can also be found in PDF format on the
Pitton & Farley Parish Council web site, www.sp5.org.uk/pfpc. Updates to the document will only be found on
this web site. Full supporting documentation can be found as Section 2 on the same web site.

6. Distribution
Hard copies of this Parish Plan have been sent to all households in the parish, plus:
Robert Key, MP
Salisbury District Council
Wiltshire County Council
Ward Councillor, Christopher Devine
County Councillor, Bill Moss
Wiltshire Rights of Way Ofﬁcer
Wiltshire Bridleways

Pitton C of E Primary School Governors
Friends of Pitton School
Farley Coronation Field Trust
Pitton Village Hall Management Committee
Farley Village Hall Committee
Local Community Ofﬁcer, Wiltshire Constabulary
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