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The Dun Valley News  November 18   

This month inside: 
 
Team Letter 
Reconciliation 
 
Pitton Primary School 
Fond farewell 
 
Grimstead Parish Council 
Meeting summary 
 
Grimstead Parish Council 
Consultation feedback 
 
West Dean History Trail 
Formally launched 
 
St Peter’s Churchyard 
Letting the grass grow 
 
 
 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

The Royal British Legion, in partnership with the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission, is encouraging people to individually 
commemorate over one million Commonwealth Service men and 
women who were killed during the First World War. 

The losses were felt in almost every town and village in the UK and 
throughout, what was then, the British Empire.  

You can make your commemoration at  

www.everyoneremembered.org 

Choose to commemorate someone you know - a relative or person 
on your local war memorial - or commemorate someone randomly 
selected for you.  

Every One Remembered 

https://www.everyoneremembered.org


2  

 

The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden has now left.  His post will be advertised shortly. 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 
Revd David Perry Tel: 07749 199453, david.perry@clarendonteam.org 
 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 
Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant  (Holy Trinity) 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

 
FARLEY WITH PITTON 

CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Vacant 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Vacant 

 

ORGANIST 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

Holy Trinity 
We had a very successful Harvest Lunch all thanks to Richard our chef, and 
Janet, Glyns and Jeremy. We raised £141.00 for the church. 
Thank you all for joining us and making it a happy occasion. 
We also said a BIG thank you to Bob Trott who has been church warden 
for the last 17 years. Thank you Bob. 

British Legion Poppy Appeal 
We will be carrying out a collection for Poppies in the village. There will be 
three of us doing the collection. It would be grateful if you would get your 
poppies from us. We will be around end of October, and beginning of 
November. 
The British Legion Service is being held in Holy Trinity church at 10:45, 
11th November. With coffee served afterwards. Hopefully we will have a 
full church. Look forward to seeing as many of you as possible, on this 
significant year. 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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Remembrance Sunday has 
heightened significance this year as 
we mark the centenary of the 
Armistice. Along with the usual Acts 
of Remembrance, poppy appeals and 
related concerts, many ‘silhouettes’ 
are gracing churches and other 
public places to signify that the fallen 
are ‘there but not there’, or in other 
words gone but not forgotten. Their 
stories are present in our own lives, 
whether they are family members or 
members of the communities in 
which we live. 

Back in the summer I was filmed for 
a documentary about the sinking of 
a Second World War ship on which 
my grandfather was a prisoner of 
war. The interviewer was keen to 
know how the story made me feel. At 
one level it is hard to attach feelings 
to a person you never got to meet, 
even if they are a close relative. On 
the other hand, it is difficult not to 
be moved by stories of great 
suffering and tragedy, and then to 
feel a sense of pride that your 
grandfather paid a price for the 
freedom we now enjoy. 

Of course, we may not always 
recognise that freedom. As a nation, 
the complexity of our relationship 
with other nations can lead us to 
believe that economic and business 
treaties place us in positions where 
we are captive or hostage to the 
power of others… and we seek to 
grasp freedom from that scenario. 

Winning freedom either in battle or 
through negotiation is not the end of 
a story, but a new beginning. 
Relationships have to be re-formed. 

Reconciliation needs to take place. 
Hope and trust need to be restored. 
Memories, both personal and 
corporate need to be healed. 

Individuals, communities and nations 
can carry the scars of battle, whether 
physically, mentally or in terms of 
attitudes towards others. For me 
there is a helpful distinction between 
wounds and scars. Wounds are active 
sores and pains (physical or mental). 
Scars show that some healing has 
taken place. 

As we move forward as communities 
and as a nation I pray that, through 
love and forgiveness, wounds may 
turn to scars, and the search for 
freedom may be accompanied by a 
commitment to renewed 
relationships. 

 
 

Team letter  
Revd Beth Hutton  
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Baptisms 

 
Hugo Andrew John DELAMORE 

at 
West Dean 

on 
30th September 2018 

 
 

Rosie Hannah DIGANCE 
at 

West Dean 
on 

30th September 2018 
 
 

Elysia Rose WILLIAMS 
at 

West Dean 
on  

30th September 2018 
 
 

Weddings 

No weddings in this period 
 
 
 

Funerals 

No funerals in this period 
 

 
 
 
 

At the beginning of November 
churches everywhere commemorate 
‘All Souls Day’: an opportunity to 
remember before God those whom 
we love but see no longer. In the 
Clarendon Team we will be offering 
special services in several of our vil-
lage churches on Sunday 4th No-
vember. 
 
The format is gentle, and includes an 
invitation to light candles for loved 
ones who are no longer with us. 
We read out the names of those who 
have passed away during the last 
year, in addition to any names from 
previous years which people wish to 
add. 
 
Many who have lost loved ones find 
this a moving and helpful occasion. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
invite you all to join with us on 4th 
November at any of these churches: 
 
St. Mary’s, Alderbury at 4.00pm 
All Saints, Whiteparish at 4.00pm 
All Saints, Winterslow at 4.00pm 
St. Peter’s, Pitton at 6.00pm 
 
 
 

From the registers All Souls Memorial Services 
Revd Beth Hutton 
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We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Hazel 
Fosbraey at Christmas, who is leaving us 
on retirement.  Hazel has been at Pitton 
School for over 18 years, with much of 
this time spent as the Special Needs 
Coordinator and will be greatly missed.   

Hopefully you will have seen our advert 
elsewhere in the Dun Valley News 
inviting prospective parents to our Open 
Day on 14th November at either 9.30am 
or 1.30pm.  In addition, this year we are 
inviting any families who are looking for 
a school place in September 2019 to 
bring their child and join our Owls Class 
in celebrating ‘Hug a Bear’ Day on 
Wednesday, 7th November.  Come along 
at 1.15pm with your bear and take part in 
an afternoon of bear related activities.   

If you would like to come to either the 
Open Day or our Hug a Bear Afternoon, 
then please contact the school office on 

01722 712322 

 or  

admin@pitton.wilts.sch.uk. 

We are delighted that again we will have 
a number of pupils from school taking 
part in the Pitton Village Pantomime, 
both in main roles and as the chorus.  
The pupils have all be rehearsing as part 
of our Musical Theatre club and have 
greatly enjoyed this opportunity.   

Our Christmas Fair will be held on 
Saturday 1st December in the school hall.  
As always we have a range of wonderful 
stalls selling produce for adults and 
children, a tombola, a bottle stall, 
activities for children and a chance to 
meet Santa – do come along from 2pm if 
you can. 

 

 

 

We are a very old charity, The Brooke, 
Evelyn and Thistlethwaite Trust, dating 
back to 1684. The Charity was set up to 
assist residents in the (Ecclesiastical) 
Parish of West Dean with East Grimstead, 
who find themselves in need, hardship or 
distress by making grants of money, or 
by providing or paying for items, services 
or facilities.  

We help support a number of situations; 
from travel expenses to visit a relative in 
hospital, payment for a short term carer 
or providing a lifeline emergency phone 
line. No grant can be made to replace a 
benefit which can be claimed as a 
statutory right from public funds for 
example The Department of Work or the 
Local Authority. 

During these difficult times, many people 
are being forced into unexpected 
hardship; it might be yourself, friends or 
a neighbour of whose circumstances you 
are aware.  

Any Resident of West Dean or East 
Grimstead who wishes assistance should 
contact  

Chris Craig 01722 712 677 
East Grimstead   

Pat Hargraves 01794 340 254 
West Dean. 

If your case meets the qualifying criteria 
as set out by the Charity you will be 
visited by one of the Trustees who will 
discuss your problems and needs.  
Naturally you may be asked for details of 
your financial position but you can 
expect and be assured all discussions 
and disclosures are totally confidential 
and only divulged to the Trustees as part 
of the approval process. We guarantee 
full discretion at all times. Please contact 
us even if it’s just for a chat… we are here 
to help. 

Pitton Primary School 
Nicki McCarney 

Need help? 
Or know someone who does? 

mailto:admin@pitton.wilts.sch.uk?subject=Open%20day%20reported%20in%20the%20DVN


8  

 

 

Title 
Anon 



 9 

 

A new baby.  A new member of the 
family.  It doesn’t matter if you are a 
parent, a grandparent, an aunt or uncle, 
or an older brother or sister … it is an 
exciting time, and we all want to do the 
best for the new family member.  There’s 
a school of thought that promotes baby 
massage as having potential health 
benefits for babies.  People have 
reported a wide range of benefits 
including improved digestion, relief from 
colic, sleep improvement and respite 
from teething pain.  All difficult to prove 
conclusively, but what is clear is that 
baby massage is an excellent way for 
mums (and others) to bond with the new 
baby.  The relaxation, for both baby and 
parents, can be invaluable.  The Royal 
College of Midwives has accredited 
organisations for training and instruction 
in massage and baby sleep management. 

Massage offers a way for parents to be 
aware of the baby’s development and 
needs; it can improve sleep.  It is 
common for coaching in massage 
techniques to take place in small groups 
of four to eight babies and parents, 
though sometimes, depending on age, 
babies can find this overwhelming.  The 
solution here is to use one to one 
coaching. 

Babies and their sleeping patterns can 
have a big impact on the household.  
Some babies are early risers, others wake 
frequently during the night.  Sometimes 
babies find it difficult to settle down to 
sleep, sleep (nap) during the day or 
become dependant on dummies. 

If you are looking for help with a 
particular problem, or want to know 
more and do more for your baby, there is 

someone to call on right here in the Dun 
Valley.  Tracey Holgate is a sleep 
consultant and gentle baby massage 
specialist.  Tracey runs classes 
throughout the week, helping mums and 
dads (grandparents too) develop their 
skills and understanding.  

You can find out more about this special 
way to spend time with your baby by 
getting in touch with Tracey through 
Facebook or through her website: 

www.facebook.com/trusttracey.co.uk 

www.trusttracey.co.uk 

 

 

Baby massage 
Editor 

http://www.facebook.com/trusttracey.co.uk
http://www.trusttracey.co.uk
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Fly Tipping   
Still a great concern. A large load was 
recently dumped in West Grimstead.  
Wiltshire Councillor Britton stated that 
the Council say the rubbish removal is 
the responsibility of the landowner 
because it was left on private land. There 
has also been more fly tipping in Gays 
Drove.  We will arrange another site 
meeting with all relevant parties to agree 
how to prevent unauthorised vehicles 
using the track. 
Boundary Commission 
The Parish Council agrees with Wiltshire 
Council’s proposal to have Alderbury, 
The Grimsteads, Pitton & Farley, and 
Winterslow in a new division. This is for 
final agreement by Wiltshire Council and 
the Boundary Commission will make its 
decision after 5th November (end of 
consultation process). 
Highway Matters 
Difficult to get quotes for the clearing of 
Horsepond because it is on a dangerous 
bend and traffic lights will be required 
which adds to the cost. 
Bugmore Lane ditch One land owner is 
being very co-operative, but the Council 
is asking Wiltshire Council to contact the 
other land owner.  
Drainage  A lot of surface water has been 
coming from the John Barleycorn site.   
The Planning Authority have been asked 
to confirm that the correct drainage 
works have been carried out.  
Parish Steward Steve Snook is in the 
parish on a monthly basis so if you would 
like any highway maintenance and 
repairs brought to his attention, please 
contact the clerk. 
Footpaths 
Thank you to all those people who have 
cleared the footpaths crossing their land.  
This is greatly appreciated.  The circular 
footpath is up and running and will be 
officially opened when Cllr Doran has 
fully recovered from her recent heart 
operation.  
Vision Please read the article in the DVN. 

Defibrillator Training 
The Council is pleased to report that a 
Defib Training Session, organised by 
doctors from A&E will be held in East 
Grimstead Reading Room on Tuesday, 
4th December from 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.  
Please make a note in your diaries so as 
not to miss this very worthwhile event. 
Planning   
Appeal in respect of Manor Farm, East 
Grimstead (erection of detached 
dwelling) The Parish Council objects to 
this application as the proposed dwelling 
is on agricultural land.  
Retrospective application for 
replacement greenhouse, shed and new 
veranda at Rowdens Farm, West 
Grimstead.  The Parish Council has no 
objections to this application but needed 
to know if Listed Building Consent is 
required.  
Demolition of two existing dwellings and 
their replacement together with 
detached garages at Pucks Hill, East 
Grimstead.  Although there were no 
objections, concern was shown over the 
fact that Grimstead 6 Footpath goes 
through the land and should be marked 
on the plans or discussed with the owner.  
Also the address is not Butterfurlong 
Road but Grimstead Road.  
Remove window to gable and insert new 
doors with Juliet balcony at Butterfurlong 
Cottage, West Grimstead – no objections.  
Tree Seat 
All councillors were in agreement that a 
tree seat, in memory of Joan Joyce, 
should be erected around the tree on 
Bugmore Green.  This work will be 
carried out next year. 
 
Our next meeting will be  
5th November 2018   
East Grimstead Reading Room 
19:30 
grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com 

Grimstead Parish Council Meeting Summary 
Grimstead Parish Clerk 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=The%20report%20in%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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Earlier this year, Grimstead Parish Council 
asked residents in West and East 
Grimstead to provide feedback to the 
Council on their understanding of the 
Council’s role and how they rated the 
relative importance of a number of 
activities the Council performs. The 
purpose of this exercise was to help the 
Council to improve its service to 
residents and ensure it prioritises those 
activities residents deem to be most 
important to them. 

The high level results of the consultation 
are as follows: 

Generally, most people seem to be aware 
of the Council’s role, what it is 
responsible for and are interested in 
finding out more. However, a significant 
number of people do not feel adequately 
informed about Council activities, don’t 
know where to find out information and 
don’t know who they can contact on the 
Council to discuss an issue. 

Regarding the activities the Council 
performs, there is strong feedback that 
more action needs to be taken to reduce 
fly tipping (the top priority) and also that 
the Council should play a major role 
presenting views on local issues, 
especially planned developments, to 
Wiltshire Council. Notifying residents of 
planned road closures and making 
people aware of services for the elderly 
and other vulnerable groups are also 
seen as major roles the Council should 
perform. 

The consultation exercise has proved to 
be extremely valuable to the Council but 
we want to ensure that residents also see 
the benefits of taking the time to provide 
such constructive feedback. 

Communication between the Council and 
residents is probably the most important 
area requiring improvement and the 
Council is pledged to make this one of 
their main priorities over the coming 
year. Discussions are currently taking 

place with various local groups running 
websites to see if more can be done to 
rationalise and improve the web as a 
source of information and a forum for 
providing residents’ feedback to the 
Council. However, the consultation also 
made clear that people value information 
sharing through email, the village 
newsletters and local notice boards and 
so a multi-pronged approach will be 
taken to improving all our various 
communication methods. 

The full results of the consultation will be 
available shortly on the Grimstead Parish 
Council website 

www.southwilts.com/site/
grimsteadparishcouncil 

If you would like more communication 
by email on matters affecting the 
Grimsteads (not just about the Parish 
Council) and you are not currently on 
one of the village distribution lists, please 
email either 

westgrimstead@hotmail.com or  

eastgrimstead@hotmail.co.uk  

requesting inclusion. 

 

Grimstead Parish Council - Consultation Feedback 
Ross Christie - Parish Councillor 

http://www.southwilts.com/site/grimsteadparishcouncil
http://www.southwilts.com/site/grimsteadparishcouncil
mailto:westgrimstead@hotmail.com
mailto:eastgrimstead@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Mailing%20list
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 
01980 610 095 
07768 896 565 

Free Quote, Free Call Out 
Same Day Service 
Checkatrade.com 

 
www.1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk 

 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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West Dean is a village full of 
archaeological, architectural and social 
history.  The History Trail has now been 
formally launched and is available for all 
to see, explore and enjoy.  It begins on 
the village green in the centre of the 
village where the Introduction Board 
provides an overview of the history of 
the village together with a large map 
showing the location of the sites of 
interest.  Copies of the map are there to 
borrow and to use to follow the trail.  

Thirty-five sites are highlighted, most of 
them visible from the trail. For most of 
the sites information is provided at their 
location. This is either on an information 
board or from the website via a 
smartphone using a QR code on a 
plaque at the location.  A few sites have 
their locations identified on the trail 
map but their information is displayed 
on boards at the King George’s Hall car 
park.  The trail map makes it clear which 
these are.  In addition there are three 
important historic sites identified on the 
map where there is now no evidence 
above ground and no public access to 
the sites but information about them is 
on display boards in the car park at King 
George’s Hall.  Again which these are is 
made clear on the map.  All of the other 
sites are in public places or can be seen 
from public roads or footpaths so that 
the privacy of the home and land 
owners is respected.  
For those unable to walk the trail or who 
would like a taste before they do, all the 
display boards together with additional 
history information can be viewed online 
at www.westdeanvillage.co.uk. 

Stockbridge Amateur Dramatic Society 
(SADS)’s autumn production this year 
will be Terence Rattigan’s classic “The 
Browning Version” – well known to 
many through the 1951 film starring 
Michael Redgrave.  

Andrew Crocker-Harris is leaving his 
post at a public school early, for health 
reasons. The brilliant academic success 
of his youth has been followed by a life 
of professional and personal 
disappointment.  

However, a pupil gives him a leaving 
present of the Browning Version of 
Aeschylus, with an inscription that 
touches his heart and leads him to feel 
that his life has not been in vain. 

It is a play with an understated, but 
powerful, emotional punch.  We feel 
devastated for the mild-mannered, 
much abused Crocker-Harris, and the 
outcome is redemptive. 

The Browning Version is a short play 
that runs for about an hour and 15 
minutes without an interval.  

Director Sue Jackson said “It is a 
pleasure to work on one of the great 
plays of the 20th Century. Rattigan uses 
wit and shrewd character observation to 
make points that touch us all very 
deeply.  The short play format works 
perfectly – giving it tremendous impact.”  

Performances will be at 7:30 pm on the 
29th and 30th of November and the 1st 
of December in Stockbridge Town Hall. 
(Wine will be on sale from 7:00 pm.)   

Tickets are available from  

John Robinsons and Garden Inn  
Stockbridge 

Cross Stores  
Kings Somborne  

On-line  
www.stockbridgeamdrams.org.uk. 

West Dean History Trail 
Christine Warry 

SADS stage Rattigan classic 
Sarah Litton 

http://www.westdeanvillage.co.uk
http://www.stockbridgeamdrams.org.uk
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Parish church buildings must modernise 
or risk being closed, according to a 
Church of England judge.   

Chancellor June Rodgers was warning 
traditionalists and heritage groups that 
church buildings must stay relevant to 
the needs of their communities. 

In a ruling published earlier this month, 
she said: "If people disagree with 
sensible and necessary re-ordering of an 
existing church building to keep it in 
use, then they should think what 
redundant churches have been turned 
into: a supermarket, climbing walls, 
dance studios, or even demolition." 

Thus, she has recently ruled that a Grade 
II listed Mariners' Church in Gloucester 
could install a kitchen, new lighting 
system, sound system and monitors, and 
remove pews, as part of an overhaul to 
help it accommodate a growing 
congregation. 'The church needs people 
(and money) to survive unless it is to 
become an empty un-used shell.' 

Her comments came as the bishop in 
charge of cathedrals recently warned 
that parish churches were becoming 
"mausoleums" which were no longer at 
the centre of communities. 

Dr John Inge, the Bishop of Worcester, 
told the national cathedrals conference 
in Manchester: 'Far too 
many churches remain locked, despite 
the advice of the Ecclesiastical Insurance 
Company that they should remain open, 

and stand like mausoleums except when 
they open for worship, and have 
become increasingly marginal to the life 
of the communities they exist to serve. 

'Traditionally, churches have been at the 
heart of the communities in which they 
stand, in both a human and 
geographical sense. It is well known that 
in the medieval period much of what we 
would now term secular activity would 
have taken place within churches and 
cathedrals. 

'Over the years, particularly during 
Victorian periods, a piety crept in which 
tended to exclude everything but public 
worship from them, all other activities 
being transferred to other places, halls 
and community centres.' 

Modernise the church - or close down 
Olivia Rudgard 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Have you wandered behind St. Peter’s 
Church this season and wondered why 
the grass was longer, the wild flowers 
more plentiful and the “buzzing” a little 
louder? 

Soon after the invention of the 
lawnmower, the grazing sheep, the 
village haymakers and the village picnics 
in the cemetery became things of the 
past. These were replaced by 
competitions to find the neatest 
churchyard in the district. Soon 
churchyards  became pleasing to the 
human eye but deserts to wildlife. 

This spring the congregation of St. 
Peter’s decided to trial a change in the 
churchyard grassland management 
following the Dorset Wildlife Trust guide 
who are committed to the National 
Living Churchyard and Cemetery Project. 
The front of the church would continue 
to be cut short, but the rear area would 
be divided into 3 areas  

Spring grassland – grass not cut until 
the end of June 

Summer grassland – cutting stopped 
by the end of May, then cut again in 
late August 

Long grass – cut in October 

Much of the grass was cut using a scythe, 
left for 3 days to allow small seeds to set 
into the grass then the cuttings were 
removed to maintain a nutrient poor soil 
loved by wild flowers. 
We are excited to discover what native 
flowers are waiting to burst forth. 

In September the cemetery bugs were 
delighted to have a bug hotel built for 
them by the Farley and Pitton Brownies. 
Thank you very much to every single 
Brownie who took part. Hopefully by next 
spring it will be a “hive of activity”. 

St. Peter’s churchyard is a peaceful 
community amenity here for everyone to 
enjoy, so call by anytime and appreciate 
“All things bright and beautiful, All 
creatures great and small”. It’s here for 
you. 

The Pitton and Farley Parish Clerk, 
Catherine Purves, has been nominated 
for an award by the Society of Local 
Council Clerks (SLCC).  Catherine, who 
performs the role of Parish Clerk in three 
civil parishes, including Pitton and Farley 
is a regular contributor to the Society’s 
national journal. 

One of the articles written by Catherine, 
and published earlier this year has been 
nominated as best article.   The article 
covers the rather difficult topic of  
councillors’ conduct. 

Councillors are required to act within a 
code of conduct.  The code incorporates 
the Nolan Principles (after Lord Nolan 
first set the principles out in the 
Ministerial code 1995). 

The article in the national journal 
discussed the case of a councillor (not of 
Pitton and Farley) who when charged 
with serious offences, pleaded guilty but 
refused to resign as a councillor. 

The power of the parish council to 
remove a councillor is somewhat 
restricted until a trial concludes and the 
verdict is known.  The council was able to 
prevent the councillor from representing 
the council to outside bodies, and 
through the code of conduct, able to 
curtail activity on committees, but not 
able to force a resignation or remove the 
councillor until after the trial. 

The councillor continued to attend parish 
council meetings, usually with a 
significant police presence outside the 
meeting hall. 

Congratulations to Catherine Purves on 
the nomination. 

 
https://www.slcc.co.uk/conference/
national-conference/20/ 

 

 

Life in St Peter’s Churchyard 
Sarah Sankey 

Parish Clerk 
Editor 

https://www.slcc.co.uk/conference/national-conference/20/
https://www.slcc.co.uk/conference/national-conference/20/
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You've just sat down to supper and the 
phone rings. It is yet another cold-caller, 
trying to sell you something.  A nuisance 
to most of us, but a potential danger to 
hundreds of thousands of elderly and 
vulnerable people who might respond to 
the offer of 'personal injury' claims or 
'protection insurance'. 

It is reckoned that in the current 
epidemic of cold-calling that is sweeping 
Britain, nearly half of landline phone calls 
made to the elderly and vulnerable are 
from cold-callers. Furthermore, as many 
as a million people estimated to be on so
-called 'suckers lists' are being 
bombarded with around 150 nuisance 
and scam calls a month.   

In a bid to protect vulnerable customers, 
166 local councils have now resorted to 
fitting phone blockers in people's homes, 
which only allow calls from pre-selected 
friends and family.   

Our online voice assistants can struggle 
to understand some of our stronger 
regional accents, it seems.  And so nearly 
four in five of us admit to changing the 
way we speak to ‘received pronunciation’ 
in order to make ourselves understood. 

Now a report from the Life Science 
Centre in Newcastle says that some 
people worry that technology could lead 
to regional accents dying out.   

A recent Ofcom report estimates that 13 
per cent of households now have a smart 
speaker.  Artificial intelligence voice 
assistants can listen out for questions or 
requests.  They can make online 
purchases, play music or answer a 
question.  But if your accent is very 
strong, who knows what they might 
purchase or play for you?  

Cold calling 
David Harvey 

Does Alexa understand you? 
Tom Ivey 
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Spoofing is generally a fraudulent or 
malicious practice where a 
communication is sent from an unknown 
source disguised as a source known to 
the message recipient.  It is prevalent in 
systems lacking an adequate level of 
security. 

Email spoofing has been quite common 
and it is still relatively simple to 
impersonate a trusted source and gain 
access to valuable or personal 
information.  Many people are wise to 
this and never respond to emails 
claiming to be from their bank. 

But what about the side channel that 
banks and others often use to 
communicate?  The telephone, and more 
specifically text or SMS messages. 

It is ridiculously simple to masquerade as 
any legitimate phone number.  A text 
message from a spoofer, using your 
bank’s text source number will drop into 
the existing message thread from your 
bank.  It is very difficult to spot the 
difference for a non-technical user.  
Similarly, when you get a phone call from 
a spoofer, they can present any number 
at all to the telephone system including 
the emergency one printed on the back 
of your credit or debit card.  It will 
appear to be credible. 

You don’t think you’d be fooled … the 
head of fraud (preventing, not 
committing) at Lloyd’s Banking Group 
says he can’t always spot fake messages. 
The way to stay safe is by not giving out 
any information on an inbound call or 
replying to a text message.  In the first six 
months of this year a total of £145 
million has been lost in push-payment 
fraud - people responding to bogus 
requests to authorise payments from 
their accounts. 

 

 

Enid Blyton, one of the most successful 
children’s writers of the 20th century, 
died 50 years ago this month, on 28th 
November 1968. She wrote more than 
760 books. 

She was born in 1897 and as a baby 
nearly died of whooping cough. 
Although best known for her Noddy 
books and the Famous Five series, she 
also wrote poetry and longer stories and 
articles of various kinds.  

A trained teacher, she felt she had to 
provide readers with a strong moral 
framework, though her own family 
relationships were not straightforward. 
She cut off contact with her parents and 
divorced her first husband, and one of 
her daughters wrote harshly of her as a 
mother.  

Her work became controversial from the 
1950s, being banned by some libraries 
and schools and the BBC because of a 
perceived lack of literary merit – as well 
as accusations of elitism, sexism and 
racism. But they continue to be best-
sellers: Blyton herself said she was not 
interested in the views of any critics over 
the age of 12.  

She wrote The Children’s Life of Christ 
and The Land of Far-Beyond, an 
adaptation for children of John Bunyan’s 
The Pilgrim’s Progress. There have been 
several adaptations of her books for 
stage, screen and television. 

Phone spoofing 
Amelia Milner 

Remembering Enid Blyton 
Tim Lenton 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Thank You 
Jacks, Marion and Jill would like to thank everyone who came and 
supported The Macmillan Coffee Morning in Farley Village Hall on 
Wednesday 3rd October.  

Thank you for all the kind donations of cake and money.  

We were pleased to be able to send £152.00 to the Macmillan Fund 

Farley Coffee Shop - Can You Help? 
I will be giving up organising the coffee morning at the end of this year 
and need a replacement.  If you feel that you can do it please speak to 
Marion Pigott - 01722 712 808.   

It is normally held on the first Wednesday of each month (with the 
exception of this month when it will be on Monday 5th November). 

Farley Village Hall - AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of the Farley Village Hall will be held on 
Tuesday 20 November at 19:30.   

If you would like to get involved and help to keep the place running, 
please come along. 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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If you find Sellotape on your door locks 
you should remove it straight away.  
There is a growing use of the technique, 
by people with malintent, to mark 
unoccupied properties.  They place clear 
Sellotape over a door lock.  If it remains 
in place over a period, there is a good 
chance that the property is unoccupied 
making it a target for burglars,  squatters 
and so on. 

If you keep an eye on your neighbours 
property when they are away, keep an 
eye out for Sellotape on the locks, or at 
the top or bottom of the door, bridging 
the opening. 

Sellotape on entrance doors 
Mark Bristol 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 

COACH TRIPS TO LONDON 
WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER 2018 

£20 per person. 
Departing Whiteparish Church at 8.00am 

Shopping / Museums / Art Galleries / Theatre / Friends. 
Leave London at 6.00pm 

Contact: Jane Legat janelegat@btinternet.com  01794 884 600  

WEDNESDAY 7th NOVEMBER 2018  
£20 per person. 

Departing from Salisbury Rugby Club at 8.00am  
£1 per car to park. 

Pick –up by arrangement at The Pheasantry, Winterslow (A30) 

mailto:janelegat@btinternet.com?subject=Coach%20trip%20on%207th%20November
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
NOVEMBER 
5th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall (see p33) 
5th 19:30 East Grimstead Parish Reading Room 
  Grimstead Council Meeting 
7th 08:00 Salisbury London Coach Depart Rugby Club 
7th 13:15 Pitton Hug a Bear Day Pitton Primary 
10th 19:30 West Dean Story of Remembrance Village Hall 
12th 10:00 Farley Coffee and Cakes Parsonage Barn 
13th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
14th 09:30 Pitton Open Day Pitton Primary 
14th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
15th **** Copy deadline for December / January edition of DVN  *** 
16th 19:00 Pitton Beauty and the Beast Village Hall 
17th 19:00 Pitton Beauty and the Beast Village Hall 
20th 19:30 Farley AGM Village Hall 
21st 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
23rd 14:30 Pitton Michael Gamble Village Hall 
  Wiltshire through the eyes of a moonraker 
24th 19:30 East Quiz Night Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
24th 19:30 West Quiz Evening Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
28th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
29th 19:30 Stockbridge The Browning Version Town Hall 
30th 19:30 Stockbridge The Browning Version Town Hall 
DECEMBER 
1st 19:30 Stockbridge The Browning Version Town Hall 
3rd 19:30 West Grimstead Parish Village Hall 
  Grimstead Council Meeting 
4th 19:30 Stockbridge Curtain Calls Town Hall 
5th 08:00 Whiteparish London Coach Depart Church 
5th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
5th 19:30 Pitton Parish Council Village Hall 
9th 12:00 Pitton Social Club Drinks Village Hall 
11th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
12th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
19th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
21st 18:30 Farley Garden Club Drinks Garden Cottage 
 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/

