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The Dun Valley News December 18 
& January 19   

This month inside: 
 
Team Letter 
Advent 
 
Grimstead Parish Council 
Meeting summary 
 
Fundraisers 
Who’s legitimate 
 
Silent Night 
One night in Salzburg 
 
Remembering Dora Pike 
A thank you 
 
FOBW Photo appeal 
Pictures prior to 2000? 
 
 
 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times. When the 
hours of daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself seemingly 
at a standstill, our ancestors kept festival by lighting bonfires and decorating their 
buildings with evergreens.   

Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and the life 
of the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches.  With the advent 
of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ, and the birthday of 
the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World. 

The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations. “Let 
those who have no light in themselves light candles! You are the light of the world, 
you are the tree ever green...”  But by the time of St Gregory, four centuries later, 
this had changed.  Pope Gregory instructed Augustine not to worry about harmless 
customs, as long as the right God be worshipped through them.  Many Anglo-Saxon 
customs were never discarded, but simply endowed with a new significance.   

By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: ‘Against the feast of Christmas, every 
man’s house, as also their parish churches, were decked with holme, ivie, bayes, and 
whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to be greene.’ 

Winter Solstice 
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Nils Bersweden has now left.  His post will be advertised shortly. 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 
Revd David Perry Tel: 07749 199453, david.perry@clarendonteam.org 
 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 
Mrs Debbie McIsaac, Mr Michael Barratt 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant  (Holy Trinity) 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

 
FARLEY WITH PITTON 

CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Vacant 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Vacant 

 

ORGANIST 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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Well, December is here at last and I 
suppose it is now not too soon to 
use the ‘C word’! Christmas will soon 
be upon us but, before it arrives, the 
church will move through a major 
festival in preparation for it.  Advent 
forms the larger part of the dark 
month of December yet for many 
people it is ignored (apart, perhaps, 
from a chocolate-filled calendar!) 
which is a shame because Christmas 
without Advent is a bit like walking 
into a bright room after being on a 
dark street: you don’t really 
appreciate the view because you are 
dazzled! 

Advent is a time of preparation for 
the coming of Jesus, the Light of the 
World, the first coming (Christmas) 
and the second coming (yet to 
happen).  Each of the four Sundays 
of Advent is marked by the lighting 
of a candle on a crown or wreath of 
holly or evergreen: four candles for 
four weeks of Advent.  These can be 
used in sequence with special 
prayers to mark events, occasions or 
the steps to the coming of Christ.  
Practice varies among churches. 

Since each week we light a new 
candle to add to the one already 
alight, we may anticipate with 
growing excitement the coming of 
Jesus, the Light of the World.  With 
each new candle we get more light, 
until at last we get the full brightness 
of Christ’s birth in Bethlehem. 

Every Advent calendar, whether filled 
with religious themes or simply with 
chocolate, shows us that the route 
through the darkness to the glorious 
light of the Christ Child is a step by 

step, day by day, journey.  We should 
not leap from ‘no Jesus’ to ‘full Jesus’ 
in one giant stride: it would be too 
much, too big a leap and too 
incredible.  According to scripture 
even the disciples took the full three 
years of Christ’s ministry to really 
appreciate who He was!  We too 
must take time if we are to fully 
realise what Christmas is about, and 
it is about far more than the latest 
James Bond film and a tummy full of 
turkey!   

So, this December, whatever your 
relationship with Christ, why not 
make the days leading up to Christ-
mas a learning and growing 
experience.  With each calendar 
window opened, or each new candle 
lit, dip into your bibles and 
commentaries and read something 
of the story from scripture.  Then 
digest it, think about it and pray 
about it.  It might just be the best 
present you give yourself this year. 

 
 

Team letter  
Revd David Perry  
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Baptisms 

 

Annabel Robyn CLAY 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

21st October 2018 
 

Hope May WYNNE 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

21st October 2018 
 

 

Weddings 

No weddings in this period 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals 

 

Evelyn HASTINGS 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

13th November 2018 
 

Derek Frank COLLINS 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

6th November 2018 
 

Eileen Sophie LOCKETT 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

1st November 2018 
 

Susan Eleanor LANHAM 
at 

Whiteparish 
on 

23rd October 2018 
 

Timothy LEECH 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

22nd October 2018 
 
 
 

From the registers 
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We think of the traditional British 
Christmas as a few days off work, a family 
get-together and a big meal. In fact, that 
only goes back to Victorian times. Before 
that it was a religious event, with church 
services and carols, but not a great 
community event. Among important 
influences on the change was a single 
story by Charles Dickens, 'A Christmas 
Carol’, first published 175 years ago this 
December.  It is in effect a morality fable, 
with a memorable anti-hero, Scrooge, 
and a splendid happy ending. 

Ebenezer Scrooge ran his business with 
single-minded dedication to profit. His 
former partner, Marley, had died, and 
now in sole charge he decided to impose 
a more rigorous regime. There would be 
no Christmas Day off for his assistant 
Bob Cratchit, which ruled out the family’s 
hopes of a celebration meal together. 
Bob’s wife Martha was shocked, but Bob 
valued his job and said nothing. Scrooge, 
who regarded all such fanciful stuff as 
‘humbug’ remained immovable, despite 
pleas to the contrary. 

That was, until Christmas Eve. That night 
he had a series of dream-like visions. The 
first was of his late partner, Marley, 
begging him to reconsider his attitude. 
There then followed three ghosts. The 
Ghost of Christmas Past’ was a vision of 
his own unhappy childhood. Then came 
the ‘Ghost of Christmas Present’ about 
the disappointment and tears his 
decision had brought to the Cratchit 
family. The third was the most powerful – 

the ‘Ghost of Christmas Future’, in which 
he saw his own grave. Was this how he 
wanted to be remembered? 

When he awoke on Christmas morning, 
Ebenezer Scrooge was a changed man. 
Bob need not work on Christmas day, 
and Scrooge himself would furnish a 
sumptuous meal for them all. The whole 
day was transformed – tears of joy 
(Dickens knew all about tears) and finally 
the junior of the family, Tiny Tim rounded 
off the whole experience with a cry of 
‘Merry Christmas, everybody.' 

The story captured not only the public 
mood but also the public’s heart. This 
was the sort of Christmas they wanted. 
And gradually it began to take shape – 
holidays for workers, charity for the poor, 
warmth and love in the family.  
Eventually the law and the work of trade 
unions gave the new tradition a feeling 
of permanence, but there’s no doubt 
Dickens' 'Christmas Carol' story started it 
all.    

The Conversion of Ebenezer Scrooge 
David Winter 
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Wiltshire Council Report Cllr Britton 
reported a quiet October  with no further 
news on Nightwood.  
Playing Field   The Inspection Report sets 
out the repairs needed to the various 
pieces of equipment.  The most urgent 
are the worn rope and sharp strands of 
wire protruding on the climbing frame.  It 
was agreed that all the equipment would 
be checked before taking any action.  
The clerk was asked to advertise for 
people to check the equipment on a 
regular basis.      
Highway Matters 
Gays Drove The footpath warden will 
contact Mr George Knapman to ask him 
to reconsider his decision on drop down 
bollards.  Bollards will prevent 
unauthorised vehicles using the road.   
No progress has been made in the 
clearing of the silt in Horsepond.  
Bugmore Lane ditch The Highway 
Engineer, Graham Axtell has been in 
contact with the drainage team to ask 
them to deal with the problem. Legal 
steps are available, if necessary. 
Parson’s Cottage, Bugmore Lane  Again 
Mr Axtell is looking into this problem. 
Posts around the greens   Posts have 
been erected around the small triangle at 
Crockford and it is hoped that posts will 
shortly be erected on the grassed area at 
the top of Chapel Hill. 
Drainage – John Barleycorn   Wiltshire 
Council has stated that until such time as 
the dwelling is complete and occupied, it 
is not known if there has been a breach 
of the planning control with regard to 
surface water drainage. 
Footpaths   The chairman is in 
consultation with the owner of the field 
behind East Grimstead Church and it is 
hoped that the Parish Council will rent 
the canal and footpath and use it as 
amenity land for the Parish. 
Vision   It was felt it would be useful to 
have two ‘letter’ boxes installed in the 
two villages for residents to provide 
feedback to the Parish Council 

anonymously. 
Defibrillator Training  Residents are 
reminded that the Training Evening will 
take place on the 4th December in East 
Grimstead Reading Room commencing 
at 6.30 p.m. 
Planning   
18/09096 – Proposed two storey 
extension and alterations to Joladima, 
West Grimstead. The Parish Council 
objected to this application on the 
following grounds: 
The existing dwelling has doubled in size. 
The dwelling is out of keeping with the 
local area.  Crockford Road is made up of 
predominantly modest bungalows/chalet 
bungalows with the exception of 
Crockford House. 
The design does not draw on local 
context and is not complimentary to the 
local area 
The materials are not in keeping – 
cladding not seen on other residential 
buildings in the area 
The proposed dwelling is outside the 
building line 
The large oak tree at the front may be 
impacted adversely by the construction. 
 
There were no objections to the 
following planning applications.  
18/09027 – Two storey side and first 
floor extensions to rear of exiting private 
detached dwelling at Kingfisher Cottage, 
East Grimstead 
18/09139 – Variation of condition at 
Nursery Farm    
18/09535 – Repair work to the Old Canal 
Bridge, East Grimstead     
Precept 2019    This item, together with 
the budget, will be discussed at the next 
meeting 
Our next meeting will be on the 3rd 
December, 2018 at West Grimstead 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.  
grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com 

Grimstead Parish Council Meeting Summary 
Grimstead Parish Clerk 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=Report%20in%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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I had a bit of a Scrooge moment recently. 
There was a man outside my usual 
supermarket collecting money for the 
local children’s hospital. He was a bit 
scruffy and was holding a bucket which 
had some writing on I could not see 
clearly.  

Do not get me wrong, charities depend 
on people being generous and open-air 
collecting is vital.  What concerned me is 
there is no children’s hospital within 
miles of where I live... so who exactly was 
he collecting for? 

Collecting money for a charity is hard 
work and difficult thing. Just ask anyone 
who has been selling poppies or 
delivering envelopes for Christian Aid.  
We should be grateful to anyone who 
gives their time to do this.  There are all 
sorts of regulations about collecting, and 
legally it is complex. The law is there to 
protect the genuine charity and to 
prevent nuisance.  Well known charities 
usually act within the law and will gladly 
deal with enquiries or complaints.  

Most forms of collecting in public places 
require a permit, usually from the local 
council. There are different rules 
depending on whether you are standing 
still on a street, or shaking a tin, or going 
door to door.  

Another type of fund raising is chugging. 
Chuggers are people who accost you at 
busy places in towns and try to sign you 
up to support a charity. They are paid for 
their work and often support worthwhile 
charities, but they can be pushy.  As they 
are not collecting money as such, there 
are not many legal restrictions. In fact, 
money is the last thing they want. They 
are looking for direct debits for a few 
pounds, which are followed up later by 
telephone canvassing to increase the 
amount.  Be careful what information you 
give.   

The man outside my supermarket 

remains a mystery. I should have asked 
to look at his bucket and see if there was 
an address and charity registration 
number on it.  I think supermarkets 
should have a collecting area with a sign 
saying, “this week’s charity is ….” Then 
you would know it is legitimate.   

As always this is a light-hearted article on 
the subject and get proper advice. Plenty 
of guidance is available on line especially 
from your local council. There is some 
very useful information at 

https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/ 

People want your money for their charity  
David Pickup 

https://www.fundraisingregulator.org.uk/
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

1st Aerials ‘R’ Us 
Digital TV Installation 
Sky Dish re-alignment 

TV Points, Booster repair 
01980 610 095 
07768 896 565 

Free Quote, Free Call Out 
Same Day Service 
Checkatrade.com 

 
www.1st-aerials-r-us.co.uk 

 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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With Christmas coming, and with it the 
annual 'celebration' of family happiness 
and parties and get-togethers, many of 
our young people will be feeling even 
more lonely than ever.  And that is very 
lonely indeed. 

A recent survey has found that 16 to 24-
year-olds experience loneliness more 
often than any other age group.  Two in 
five admit to being lonely often or very 
often, as compared with only 29 per 
cent of people aged 65 -74.   

The survey was conducted by BBC Radio 
4's All in the Mind, in conjunction with 
the Wellcome Trust.  Claudia Hammond, 
the presenter, said she believes the 
research reveals an 'epidemic of 
loneliness'.  'To help them to connect 
with others, young people today have 
social media.  They are more connected 
than ever before. But this can bring its 
own problems.  If you're feeling lonely, 
looking at pictures of other people 
appearing to have endless fun isn't 
going to help...' 

The five main characteristics of being 
lonely, according to the survey are: 

Having nobody to talk to 

Feeling disconnected from the world 

Feeling left out 

Sadness 

Not feeling understood 

 

One of the most popular Christmas 
carols, Silent Night, was performed for 
the first time 200 years ago this month, 
on 24th December 1818, at midnight 
mass at a parish church in Oberndorf, 
near Salzburg, Austria.  

The carol was originally a poem, written 
in six verses by priest Joseph Mohr two 
years earlier. Because the church organ 
was broken, he thought it would be nice 
to turn the poem into a simple carol that 
could be played by a guitar, and so he 
asked church organist Franz Xaver 
Gruber if he could write a suitable tune. 
Gruber did so in a matter of hours. 

That night Mohr and Gruber sang the 
new composition, with Mohr playing 
guitar. 

Karl Mauracher, an organ builder 
working at the Oberndorf church, took 
the carol home with him to the Zillertal, 
about 100 miles away, where it was 
taken up and popularised by two 
travelling families of folk singers, the 
Strassers and the Rainers. 

They eventually sang it in New York, 
where in 1859 Episcopal priest John 
Freeman Young wrote and published the 
rather free English translation that is 
most frequently sung today, using only 
three verses and changing the rhythm 
slightly. The carol has been translated 
into about 140 languages. 

Loneliness of young people 
Rachel Hosie 

How Silent Night began 
Tim Lenton 
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Dora was born in June 1931.  She was 
the eldest of four siblings. One younger 
brother, George, and two younger 
sisters, Mary and Margaret. 
Her father was Thomas Penny, a local 
man who met his future wife, Elsie, when 
she moved from Yorkshire as ‘nanny’ to 
the Wadsworth family’s children at West 
Grimstead.  He rebuilt the family home, 
Hillcroft, in readiness for his new, much 
younger wife. He was the village carrier, 
driving his horse and cart to Salisbury, 
carrying goods for the villagers. 
He had a very large productive garden 
on which he spent his spare time. This 
love of gardening was passed on to 
Dora who always loved to be out 
cultivating both vegetables and flowers 
with equal passion. 
Much of her childhood was spent during 
war years. She was eight when WWII 
broke out and had tales to tell of the 
evacuees the family took in, of hiding 
under the table when planes passed 
overhead and one exciting incident 
when they found an abandoned 
parachute from which their mother 
made undergarments. 
Childhood was spent mostly here in 
Farley, playing outdoors in the woods 
and fields.  Social life was centred on the 
Methodist Sunday school and the WI; 
both were run by her mother Elsie. 
She had many skills, all requiring a lot of 
patience. She played the piano, enjoyed 
singing, could knit, sew, smock and 
embroider.  She made many beautiful 
things during her life.  However, she 
would have been the first to admit that 
she was not a good cook. This inability 
has been passed down to her daughter 
and to her daughter.  We are waiting to 
see if the next generation develops the 
skill. 
Dora and her brother George used to 
run around the perimeter of the village – 
just over a mile - before breakfast each 
morning.  
She remained very fit for much of her 

life which stood her in great stead when 
she later became the wife of a farmer 
and had to chase cattle, reluctant to 
move to new pastures, around the fields.  
At fourteen the war was over and she 
left school to find work. Like her mother 
she took up a job as a nanny. One 
position she had, required her to care 
for three children on a holiday in 
Bournemouth.  She enjoyed this 
responsibility but it seems unbelievable 
by today’s standards that a fourteen-
year-old should be left in sole charge of 
young children in an unfamiliar place. 
The hotel was a very different life-style 
to the one she was used to.  She 
enjoyed the time she spent in 
Bournemouth and remained fond of the 
town – especially the sea-side there for 
the rest of her life. 
Her next position was working as a 
nanny for the Whitlock’s three children 
at Pitton.  At the time Mr Whitlock, who 
presented on a local radio station, was 
writing a series of books both fact and 
fiction about country life in and around 
Pitton.  It seems the whole extended 
family were called upon to contribute 
ideas for his writing.  Dora always 
treasured her collection of these books 
although she was never an avid reader 
herself. 
It was whilst working for this family that 
Dora met her future husband Laurie.  He 
had disappointed his school teacher by 
being determined to leave school at 
fourteen and take up a position on the 
Whitlock’s farm as a tractor driver. When 
Dora turned 21, they married in the 
village chapel here in Farley. 
Their first home was a flat in the then 
large rambling farmhouse at Hillcroft 
and it was there that their first child 
Sarah was born. Three days later Dora’s 
father died. After his death and with the 
younger siblings grown up and moved 
away from home the farmhouse was 
sold. 
Elsie Penny moved to Salisbury and 

Remembering Dora Pike 
Sarah Cullen 
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Dora, Laurie and Sarah moved to the 
bungalow on the crossroads in Farley 
where their second child Andrew was 
born.  Dora continued to live there until 
the last five years of her life. 
Laurie continued as a tractor driver on 
local farms but, he and Dora made the 
decision to start their own smallholding. 
They had always kept chickens but 
decided to move into the dairy business, 
with a few calves on land around their 
bungalow.  As the herd grew, more 
grazing land was needed. Unfortunately, 
it was not possible to rent fields close 
together. The land was spread around 
the village, which meant moving the 
animals from one field to another. 
There was often some drama.  Although 
the route was always meticulously 
checked prior to a drove, there was 
inevitably at least one escapee from the 
herd – usually into someone’s 
beautifully maintained garden.  They 
never left quietly and Dora’s fitness was 
tested as she chased them round to get 
them to leave via a gateway rather than 
straight through the owner’s perfectly 
trimmed hedge. 
Farming was not an easy life, nor did it 
pay well. To help with family finances, 
Dora took the job of delivering the 
village mail – on a bicycle in all 
weathers.  During the years she 
continued in this work she could have 
told you the name of every house and 
every resident in Farley.  She knew all 
their children and also their dogs.  She 
cycled miles each day and it was a good 
job she was as fit as she was. 
When postal delivery became motorised 
and centralised from Salisbury, Dora 
retired from the post office and started a 
new job at Woodrow’s Builders 
Merchants in Salisbury. She also learnt 
to drive – an accomplishment she was 
always very proud of.  
She enjoyed the new challenges that 
this new role presented. She was forced 
to retire from this role sooner than she 

would have liked because of the sudden 
severe stroke her husband Laurie 
suffered in 1996, robbing him of his 
speech and his mobility and making 
independence impossible.  
For the next six or seven years of her life 
Dora was devoted to his care.  The 
stroke he suffered caused a slow and 
relentless deterioration in his health. It 
therefore seemed a cruel twist of fate 
that she should also suffer an equally 
severe stroke in 2013.  
After three or four months in hospital 
she was well enough to leave but sadly 
not well enough to return to her 
bungalow and an independent life and 
so she moved in with her daughter 
Sarah and son-in law Jim. 
To begin with, although totally 
immobile, she was able to communicate 
verbally and enjoyed being amongst 
family.  She enjoyed visitors to the home 
and the arrival of great-grandchildren. 
However, her condition begin a slow 
and relentless decline and she died on 
August 17th after a sudden severe 
deterioration over the course of her last 
six weeks. 
It was always Dora’s wish to remain 
living in Farley.  She considered herself 
lucky to live in such a peaceful beautiful 
village.  Her close and wider family and 
her immediate surroundings were what 
mattered most in her life and everyone 
was very glad that they were at least 
able to give her, her wish to remain in 
the village she loved. 
The family would now like to say a 
public thank you to the people who 
helped provide the care that made 
Dora’s life bearable during the time she 
lived with them.  To the family and 
friends who were always prepared to 
help out, to their very good neighbour 
Sue, who helped at a moment’s notice 
and especially to the four people, Mary, 
Jean, Jerry and Heni, who made up ‘the 
professional team’ that kept everything 
going.  
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O2, EE and Vodafone mobile phone 
customers are vulnerable to a growing 
scam which allows fraudsters access to 
their bank accounts. 

An investigation by BBC One‘s Watchdog 
Live has discovered the phone giants are 
handing out replacement SIM cards to 
people without running proper ID 
checks. 

This allows criminals to pose as 
customers, get a SIM card for a phone 
that isn’t theirs, and gain access to 
someone’s phone number. 

Once they have access to the phone 
number not only can they hijack calls and 
texts, but they can use it to access a 
person’s mobile banking, and potentially 
clear out their accounts. 

Cases of so-called SIM-swap fraud have 
rocketed 60 per cent since 2016. 

Olga had £2,000 taken from her account 
by fraudsters 

The BBC programme features Olga from 
Buckinghamshire, who had £2,000 taken 
from her account after a fraudster 
managed to successfully request a 
replacement SIM for her mobile number 
without her knowing anything about it. 

The criminal was able to intercept 
security codes sent via SMS by the bank, 
and stole money Olga had put aside for 
specialist schooling for her autistic son, 
Lewis. 

Initially, Olga’s bank refused to refund 
her the money, blaming her for not 
keeping her details safe. But it eventually 
became clear that the fraudster had 
found a way in to her account after being 
given a replacement SIM card by EE. 

Watchdog finds O2 and Vodafone worst 
offenders 

Watchdog put the scam to the test by 
employing a former fraudster known as 
King Con to visit six branches of each the 
UK’s four largest mobile phone stores – 
O2, EE, Vodafone and Three. 

Staff at the EE and Three stores always 
demanded ID, but O2 and Vodafone 
were found to be more lax. 

Five of the six O2 stores King Con visited 
allowed him to walk out with a SIM card 
for a phone number that wasn’t his. And 
two Vodafone stores let him walk away 
with a SIM, no photo ID required. O2 has 
told the programme it currently only asks 
for photo ID when replacing sims on a 
monthly contract, and that customers on 
pay as you go contracts would always 
receive an authorization code alerting 
them that someone is trying to access 
their number. However that didn’t 
happen with any of the numbers being 
used by the Watchdog Live team. 

Is your bank account at risk? 
Alex Finnis 
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Autumn’s wild bounty is a cause for 
celebration across the Continent. In 
France and Germany, people rush into 
the woods, motivated largely by greed. 
Families drink, eat and forage, while the 
elderly show their grandchildren what is 
— and isn’t — safe to eat. 

In Britain, attitudes are different. Even 
conkers now seem suspect. We are 
particularly nervous about fungi, 
because we are told that picking 
mushrooms is both dangerous and bad 
for the environment. This is a shame. 
Britain has the perfect climate for some 
of the most flavoursome wild 
mushrooms known to man. They grow 
in our woods, pastures and hedges, yet 
almost all of us ignore them. 

I am a keen mushroom forager and 
regularly lead fungi forays, so keep a 
close eye on foraging developments. In 
the New Forest, for instance, the current 
eruption of delicious ceps, chanterelles 
and horn of plenty is eclipsed by the 
number of notices sternly telling the 
public that they aren’t allowed to pick 
them. The same is true in the car parks 
of the National Trust and the Royal 
Parks. The advice seems to be: ‘Look, but 
don’t touch, let alone taste!’ 

What’s more, foragers have started 
having to defend their pastime from 
local vigilantes. One elderly woman I 
know was recently accosted by a man 
who wanted to stop her ‘plundering’. He 
tried to seize her basket, because the 
nearby posters suggested she was up to 
no good. 

But she wasn’t. The right to forage is 
ingrained in British law. It is rooted in 
the Charter of the Forest, the much 
overlooked — but arguably more 
important — cousin of Magna Carta. It 
was enacted in 1217, to allow everyone 
(as opposed to just the barons) basic 
rights to pick foliage, fruit and flowers. 
Over the past eight centuries there have 
been modifications, but if you are in a 

place you are entitled to be — 
regardless of this being a site of special 
scientific interest, a National Trust 
property or a Wildlife Trust reserve — 
you can pick (provided the plant or 
mushroom is not specifically protected). 
There are some exceptions, but for the 
most part, you are free to pick for your 
own personal consumption. Only 
unregulated foraging for commercial 
use is banned. 

Despite the law, the campaign against 
foraging is becoming more animated. 
Last year, the police issued 35 warnings 
to people foraging for mushrooms, 
chestnuts and other wild produce, a 
sevenfold increase on 2016. 
Environmentalists explain that our 
woods are being devastated by naked 
greed and that animals are going 
hungry. Gangs of eastern European 
commercial pickers are supposedly 
stripping the forests bare to supply hip 
London restaurants, while threatening 
our fungal heritage. 

Ignorance of mushrooms is, if anything, 
even more rife among our eco-quangos 
than the general public. A mushroom is 
actually no more than a fruiting body. It 
is like an apple or a blackberry. It springs 
up from a hidden structure, a mycelium, 
which lurks unseen throughout the year 
beneath soil or bark. When conditions 
are optimal, this pushes out mushrooms, 
each of which produces millions of 
spores. So picking a mushroom is no 
more damaging than harvesting any 
other fruit. By the time it’s big enough 
to be picked, a mushroom will have 
already dropped most of its spores. 
Carrying mushrooms around a wood 
only aids dispersal. 

 

The right to forage 
Daniel Butler 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.cu.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 

 

Wood Burners 
Sale and installation 

of wood/multifuel 

stoves. 

Chimney Lining. 

Servicing. 

Frenchmoor Country Stoves 

01794 340246 

Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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No one is really sure, but a story is told 
of St Nicholas, a bishop who lived in the 
4th century, who may have started the 
custom by accident.  St Nicholas was of a 
wealthy family, and of a generous heart.  
As Christmas approached one year, he 
wanted to help a poor family whom he 
knew, but he did not want them to know 
it was him.  So he climbed up on their 
roof on Christmas Eve and dropped 
some coins down the chimney.   

The next morning the coins, to the great 
surprise of the family, were found in the 
stockings of the ladies, who had hung 
them to dry by the fire the night before. 
Every year after that they put their 
stockings out, in the hope that some 
more money would fall into them.  They 
told the story of this amazing 
appearance to their friends and 
neighbours, and the custom caught on. 

Can you help? 

We are trying to get digital copies of 
any/all images concerning Bentley Wood, 
especially from the “Old Days” prior to 
say 2000 and especially prior to 1990. 
Could any of you help us please. One of 
the Friends has just written his 
recollections from the 1950s, 1970s and 
1980s (he is now 96 but with a 
FANTASTIC memory). That made us think 
that it would be great to gather together 
a local archive of old photos of Bentley 
Wood and activities in it. 

If you have any prints or digital images 
that you think might be of interest please 
contact Sue Walker: 

sue.wiltsimages@btinternet.com  

01722 712713  

and we’ll take it from there! Hoping for a 
great response from everyone. 

Why Christmas stockings?  
David Winter 

FOBW - Photo Appeal 
Sue Walker 

mailto:sue.wiltsimages@btinternet.com?subject=Images%20of%20Bentley%20Wood%20from%20the%20DVN
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Thu 6 December 2018       

Friends’ Christmas Party. At East 
Grimstead Reading Room, starting at 
7.30pm. Good food and wine, good 
company, a raffle, and entertainment. We 
look forward to welcoming you. 

 

Sun 30 December 2018     

Walk off Christmas then have Mulled 
Fruit Punch and Mince Pies! Meet at 
Eastern Clearing car park, off Tytherley 
Road, at 10am. We’ll walk a soft green 
track to the Barn for mulled fruit punch 
and mince pies and return to the car park 
by 12.30pm. Bring the whole family. Well
-behaved dogs on leads also very 
welcome. Please wear suitable footwear 
for rough/muddy terrain  

 

 

 
I sit at home and I think of war 
of the people who now cry 
the great war is at our door 
at home I’m no help in the lines. 
 
I sleep at night and dream of war 
when I wake I shake in bed 
when I walk down the street I am sure 
of my young boy’s fate. 
 
Of death by gun or death by bomb 
from the violence of the war 
at home I sleep and at home I weep 
in the safety of my home. 
 
I am safe at home 
I am safe while I sleep 
I am safe when I walk 
and I am safe when I weep. 
 

Friends of Bentley Wood 
Christmas events 

WWI Life at home 
Megan Stanfield 
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Ever wonder where many of our 
Christmas traditions come from?  A 
surprising amount of our modern 
Christmas celebrations can be traced 
back to the well-loved story of ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens.   

When you read ‘A Christmas Carol’, you 
discover almost a template of the ‘ideal 
Christmas’ which we still hold dear today.  
Dickens seems to have selected the best 

of the Christmas celebrations of his day 
(he ignored some of the odd excesses) 
and packaged them in such a way as to 
give us traditions that we could 
accommodate and treasure – more than 
a century later.    

So, for instance, in A Christmas Carol, 
Christmas is a family day, with a family-
centred feast.  In a home decorated with 
holly and candles the characters enjoy a 
roast turkey, followed by Christmas 
pudding.  They give their loved ones 
presents. Scrooge even gives donations 
to charity.   

And all the while outside, there is snow 
and frost, while church bells ring, and 
carol singers sing, and hope for mulled 
wine.  In ‘A Christmas Carol’ there is even 
a Father Christmas – in the shape of 
Christmas Present.    Only the Christmas 
tree itself came later, when Prince Albert 
imported ‘a pretty German toy’ that won 
the heart of the English court, and hence 
the rest of Victorian society.   

Thank Dickens for Christmas 
David Winter 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DECEMBER 
1st 10:30 West Drop-in Coffee Village Hall 
  Grimstead Morning 
1st 19:00 Winterslow Christmas Concert Village Hall 
1st 19:30 Stockbridge The Browning Version Town Hall 
3rd 19:30 West Grimstead Parish Village Hall 
  Grimstead Council Meeting 
4th 18:30 East Defibrillator Training Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
4th 19:30 Stockbridge Curtain Calls Town Hall 
5th 08:00 Whiteparish London Coach Depart Church 
5th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
5th 19:30 Pitton Parish Council Village Hall 
6th 19:30 East FOBW Christmas Party Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
8th 14:00 West Dean Christmas Cracker King George’s Hall 
9th 12:00 Pitton Social Club Drinks Village Hall 
11th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
12th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
13th 14:00 Pitton Christmas Fun St Peter’s Church 
13th 19:30 West Christmas Wreath Village Hall 
  Grimstead Making 
15th 17:00 Farley Advent Windows Hook and Glove 
19th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
21st 18:30 Farley Garden Club Drinks Garden Cottage 
24th 16:00 East Candlelight Carol Holy Trinity 
  Grimstead Service 
30th  12:30 Bentley  FOBW Walk Eastern Clearing 
  Wood 
January 
2nd  10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
8th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
8th 19:30 Stockbridge Curtain Calls Town Hall 
9th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
15th  DVN Copy Deadline for February 2019 Edition 
16th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
23rd 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
25th  15:00 Pitton Social Club AGM Village Hall 
 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/

