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This month inside: 
 
Team Letter 
Importance of community 
 
Give your mower a rest 
Let nature move in 
 
Scottish rainforest 
Science and worship 
 
No time to waste 
Clean up our act 
 
Where’s my local church? 
Alexa has the skill 
 
For peat’s sake 
Save the bogs 
 

:: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean ::

Four Church of England cathedrals have benefited from a cash injection of over 
£8m to help them engage with their communities through imaginative 
outreach, arts, heritage and learning projects, thanks to The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund. 

Leicester, Lichfield, Newcastle and Worcester Cathedrals announced awards 
from The National Lottery Heritage Fund for a wide range of creative 
community-focussed projects, including bringing Worcester’s 12th century 
undercroft into public use as an imaginative learning hub and new city venue, 
and creating a sacred space for all to enjoy in Newcastle’s city centre. 

The news followed a huge international reaction to the fire at Notre Dame 
which showed something of the value of cathedrals to local and wider 
communities, as well as their vulnerability, and the need for securing long-term 
funding for repairs and restoration. Development projects, like those funded 
through The National Lottery Heritage Fund, remain crucial for all of the Church 
of England’s cathedrals. 

English cathedrals celebrate £8m Lottery funding boost  
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Dr Simon Chambers,  
Tel: 01980 862231, simon.chambers@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 
Revd David Perry Tel: 07749 199453, david.perry@clarendonteam.org 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 
Mrs Debbie McIsaac  Tel: 01722 712907 
Mr Michael Barratt  Tel: 01725 238973 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant  (Holy Trinity) 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

 
FARLEY WITH PITTON 

CHURCHWARDENS   
Mrs Sara Bossom, Stockbottom House, Pitton           01980 611133 
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Vacant 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Vacant 

 

ORGANIST 
Ms Janice Brown 

mailto:simon.chambers@clarendonteam.org?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org
mailto:jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org
mailto:cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com
mailto:team.admin@clarendonteam.org
http://www.clarendonteam.org/
http://www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm
http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News


 3 

 

Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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July is traditionally a month for a 
variety of community gatherings, 
enhanced by British summer sunshine 
(here’s hoping!) There may be 
community fêtes, picnics, carnivals, 
barbecues, and sports events, not to 
mention family weddings or holidays. 
At a time when national identity and 
vision is unclear, grass roots 
community spirit seems to remain 
vibrant. Faces may change in our 
villages as the years go by, but 
community traditions connect the past, 
present and future, with newer 
initiatives soon being recognised as 
traditions as well. 

Some community events have a 
fundraising aim; others are simply 
organised to bring people together. It 
is always a joy to see different 
generations mixing together and 
enjoying one another’s company. 
Those who regularly feel lonely or 
isolated can discover a greater sense of 
belonging through such events. Letting 
one’s hair down is also a great leveller. 
In a welly throwing competition or at 
the coconut shy, age, education, 
gender, political allegiance and bank 
balance count for nothing. 

The Bible gives us engaging stories 
about community events. At a wedding 
in Cana Jesus keeps the party going by 
turning water into wine. At a big picnic 
he feeds over five thousand people 
with five loaves and two fish. Hunger 
and thirst are significant levellers on 
these occasions. The community is 
together and everybody is in need. 

In recent times Food Banks have given 
us opportunities to make sure that 
nobody goes hungry. It is also good to 

support and pray for our local farmers 
as they wait expectantly for the right 
measure of sunshine and rain during 
the summer, in order to produce an 
abundant harvest to meet our needs. 
At the same time we remember those 
beyond our own shores who struggle 
with poor harvests and poverty. 

The need for daily food and drink 
unites us all. It is also a catalyst for 
bringing people together for 
community events…and even for 
worship! Have you spotted that we 
now have a monthly Breakfast Church 
in Whiteparish and West Dean, and a 
monthly Café Church in Alderbury? Do 
pop along to partake of food, 
fellowship and worship if you have not 
already tried one of these. 

As we celebrate a variety of community 
events this month it is important to 
maintain and build community 
cohesion the rest of the year, 
particularly to meet the needs of those 
who experience rural isolation. If you 
or somebody you know would like a 
visit from one of the clergy or one of 
our Lay Pastoral Assistants, please do 
contact one of the clergy connected to 
your village. Contact details are 
available elsewhere in this magazine or 
via the Clarendon Team website 
www.clarendonteam.org. Also, if you 
have fresh ideas of how the Church 
might play its part in helping 
communities flourish please let us 
know. 

Praying for God’s richest blessings for 
each of you this summer. 

 

Team letter  
Revd Beth Hutton 

http://www.clarendonteam.org
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Baptisms 

 
Charlotte Elodie WEARN 

at 
Alderbury 

on 
2nd June 2019 

 

Elliott Arthur GOWER 
and 

Noah Sidney GOWER 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

2nd June 2019 

 

 

Weddings 
 

No marriages in the Team since the 
last publication 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals 

Alan BOXALL 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

3rd June 2019 
 

From the registers  
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Nature is in trouble at the moment.  
Bees, butterflies, song birds, hedgehogs 
and frogs are all in decline but there is 
one thing we can all do in our gardens to 
help … nothing! 

If you are willing to leave a patch of your 
garden to grow wild, nature will quickly 
move in to take advantage of it. Not 
mowing a strip of your lawn will reveal 
how it is full of different species of grass 
and herbs many of which ‘flower’ 
beautifully. Long grass, peppered with 
flowers, is one of the rarest habitats in 
our pristine gardens but it is incredibly 
beneficial for wildlife: 

 bees can dine on the ‘weeds’ such as 
dandelions, buttercups and clover 

 beetles are free to wander in the 
equivalent of a mini jungle  

 caterpillars of some our most beautiful 
butterflies feast on grasses and nettles 

 song birds eat the insects (very few 
birds can find food on a manicured 
lawn) 

 reptiles, amphibians and small 
mammals are sheltered and can move 
around more safely 

Maintaining your wild patch 

Decide which area you will leave to grow 
naturally.  You needn’t abandon the look 
of your whole lawn: a patch in an out-of-
the-way corner or space around a tree 
will do admirably.  Ideally it will be a 
sunny spot to attract butterflies. 

Mow that area once in late March/early 
April then leave until August/September 
before mowing once or twice until the 
end of the autumn growing season.  Be 
careful when mowing again to avoid any 
small creatures hiding in the grass. 

Control vigorous weeds like thistles by 

hand-weeding (but not with weedkiller 
which also kills insects). 

After mowing, leave the clippings for a 
couple of days to drop any seed, then 
rake up and remove to keep soil fertility 
down and encourage more flowers to 
grow next year.   

Make it look attractive by mowing a neat 
border around the long bits.  

By doing nothing you will be amazed by 
what pops up.  The things that find their 
way into your lawn naturally are likely to 
be well-suited to the soil and more likely 
to thrive than introduced species.  

East Grimstead has set up a nature group 
to make small differences in the village 
to protect our beleaguered wildlife.  We 
would love to hear from you if you take 
up the ‘no mow’ challenge and spot 
anything interesting in your wilder 
garden.  Please contact us by emailing 
nature@eastgrimstead.com  

Give your mower a rest 
Rosie Wilkinson 

mailto:nature@eastgrimstead.com?subject=Give%20your%20mower%20a%20rest%20-%20DVN
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It can be easier to notice things away 
from home, when we are relaxed and 
surrounded by unfamiliar sights in an 
exotic location. But sometimes the same 
wonders are there in our own back yard. 
GK Chesterton was a great advocate of 
intensive observation, and he invited his 
readers to take a fresh look at things that 
might be taken for granted. The rewards 
for this mental adjustment are great, and 
can feed into our worship in new ways. 

I first learned to appreciate old growth 
forests on the West coast of Canada: the 
centuries-old tangle of logs and 
underbrush, and thick layers of moss and 
lichen, that provide rich resources for 
countless organisms. Several years later, 
in Scotland, I stumbled over a few acres 
of birch and hazel, lush with moss and 
ferns, and humming with insect and bird 
life. Fallen logs lay everywhere, 
vegetation grew up the trees, creepers 
hung down, and sunlight slanted through 
clearings. 

I later discovered that this patch of 
woodland is one of the few remaining 
areas of old growth Atlantic rainforest, so 
I visited one sunny morning when I had 
more time to linger. The wood is home 
to 140 species of lichen and 100 of moss, 
so I found myself looking very closely at 
tree trunks and boulders. Each lichen is a 
unique relationship between a fungus 
and a particular collection of single-
celled algae – an example of the 

collaboration that is so essential to every 
ecosystem. 

Places like this are worth preserving, 
respecting, and appreciating as much as 
a work of art or a historic city. I’m so 
grateful to the community that chose to 
preserve it, and the Creator who used 
such intricate and patient processes to 
create it. As the animals and plants 
around me did what comes to them 
naturally, I did what I was made for – 
thanking God for everything I saw. I 
found myself praising God alongside all 
those species of lichen, moss and trees. 
“Let everything that has breath praise 
the Lord” (Psalm 150). 

Wonder and worship: reflections in a Scottish rainforest 
Ruth Bancewicz 
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A new report has revealed for the first 
time that one person is dying every 30 
seconds in developing countries from 
diseases and illnesses caused by plastic 
pollution and uncollected rubbish 
dumped or burnt near their homes. 
The new figures were released in No 
Time to Waste: Tackling the Plastic 
Pollution Crisis Before it’s Too Late, by 
international relief and development 
agency Tearfund, in collaboration with 
conservation charity Fauna & Flora 
International (FFI), the Institute of 
Development Studies and waste 
management charity WasteAid. 

The report looks at the health impact of 
plastic pollution and rubbish on the 
world’s poorest people for the first time. 

It found that each year between 400,000 
and a million people (at the upper end 
one person every 30 seconds) are dying 
in developing countries from illnesses 
and diseases like diarrhoea, malaria and 
cancers caused by living near uncollected 
waste and plastic pollution. 

The report calls on multinational 
companies to fundamentally change 
their business models by committing to 
reporting the number of single-use 
plastic items they distribute in 
developing countries by 2020, and 
halving this by 2025. 

“This report is one of the first to highlight 
the impacts of plastic pollution not just 
on wildlife but also on the world’s 
poorest people,” Sir David, a vice 
president at Fauna & Flora International, 
said. 

“It is high time we turn our attention fully 
to one of the most pressing problems of 
today – averting the plastic pollution 
crisis – not only for the health of our 
planet, but for the wellbeing of people 
around the world.” 
“We need leadership from those who are 
responsible for introducing plastic to 
countries where it cannot be adequately 
managed, and we need international 
action to support the communities and 

governments most acutely affected by 
this crisis.” 
Globally two billion people (one in four), 
don’t have their rubbish collected.  This 
often leads to disease and death. When 
rubbish isn’t collected it often builds up 
in rivers and causes flooding, which can 
lead to diarrhoea and a host of infectious 
diseases. 
Often the only other way to dispose of 
waste is to burn it in the streets, with the 
resulting fumes being extremely 
damaging to health as well as – in some 
countries – being the single largest 
source of carbon emissions, contributing 
to climate change. 
Dr Ruth Valerio, Global Advocacy & 
Influencing Director at Tearfund said: 
“Tearfund’s new Rubbish Campaign calls 
for urgent action from four 
multinationals – Coca-Cola, Nestlé, 
PepsiCo and Unilever. 

“They sell billions of products in single-
use plastic packaging in poorer countries 
where waste isn’t collected, in the full 
knowledge that people will have no 
choice but to burn it, discard it in 
waterways or live among it. 

Other key facts in the report: 
Every second a double-decker busload of 
plastic waste is burned or dumped in 
developing countries. 

Global plastic production emits 400 
million tonnes of greenhouses gases 
each year – more than the UK’s total 
carbon footprint. 

An estimated 8 – 12.7 million tonnes of 
plastic is entering the oceans every year. 

Every 30 seconds the UK throws away 2 
double-decker busloads of plastic waste. 
Living amongst plastic pollution and 
uncollected waste doubles the incidence 
of diarrhoeal disease. 

 

To read the report visit 

www.tearfund.org/notimetowaste 

No Time to Waste 
David Winter 

https://www.tearfund.org/notimetowaste
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

GEORGE JUDD 

East Farm, Winterbourne Gunner 
Salisbury SP4 6EE 

01980 610576 / 611828 
 

Chair caning, porcelain repair, 
leather work, upholstery 

 
georgejuddrestoration@hotmail.com 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 
Experienced in treating back, neck and 

joint pain and sports injuries. 
Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 

massage and rehabilitation programmes. 
Trained in Acupuncture 

techniques. 
Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 



14  

 

A year after its launch, the Church of 
England’s award-winning Alexa skill has 
been asked more than 75,000 questions, 
according to recent data. The smart 
speaker skill was originally launched 
with prayers, explanations of the 
Christian faith and details of where to 
find the nearest church for local events 
and services based on location. 

The data also reveals a trend of highest 
numbers of people using the skill in the 
evening. As a result of this, the Church’s 
Digital and Church House Publishing 
teams added a wider range of mealtime, 
evening and night prayers during the 
year. 

More family prayers have also been 
added, and integration improved with A 
Church Near You, the national church 
finder tool, to show maps of where the 
nearest church is. A range of videos 
have also been added to bring the 
Christian faith to life and showcase the 
social action work of churches across the 
country. 

In a typical week people ask the 
following questions by topic area: 

 Read today’s daily ‘Easter Pilgrim’ 
reflection – 16% 

 Say a prayer – 40% 

 Explore the Christian faith – 31% 

 Share a grace before a meal – 6% 

 Where is my local church? – 7%. 

The skill is average 4.2 out of five stars 
on the Alexa store, with comments such 
as “Love it – great example to the kids 
on how to pray”. 

The Archbishop of York, Dr John 
Sentamu, said: “The aim of the Alexa skill 
is to help users to know more of the 
love of Jesus Christ, to enable regular 

churchgoers and those exploring faith to 
connect with God in another way and at 
a time that’s right for them.” 

Adrian Harris, Head of Digital at the 
Church of England, said: “We are 
pleased with the levels of engagement 
in the first year of launching the skill, 
which was built in just three months in 
2018.”  The skill has also been 
recognised at a number of leading 
digital industry awards. 

To activate the Church of England skill 
“Alexa, open the Church of England”. A 
full list of commands is available on the 
C of E’s dedicated Alexa page at  

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-
faith/try-church-englands-alexa-skill. 

Where’s my local church? 
Alexa 

https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/try-church-englands-alexa-skill
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/try-church-englands-alexa-skill
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200 years ago, on 2nd July 1819 that the 
Cotton Mills and Factories Act 1819 was 
passed in Britain.  It placed restrictions 
on the number of hours children could 
work in cotton mills. It was virtually 
unenforceable and had little effect, but it 
paved the way for later legislation. 

175 years ago, on 22nd July 1844 that 
William Archibald Spooner, British 
clergyman and educator, was 
born.  Known for his absent-mindedness, 
he often accidentally mixed up the 
syllables of words, to comic effect.  These 
are now known as spoonerisms. 

Also 175 years ago, on 28th July 1844 
that Gerard Manley Hopkins, British poet 
and Jesuit priest, was born. 

100 years ago, on 20th July 1919 that Sir 
Edmund Hillary was born.  This New 
Zealand mountaineer and Antarctic 
explorer, along with the Sherpa 
mountaineer Tenzing Norgay, were the 
first two people to conquer Mount 
Everest. (Died 2008.) 

90 years ago, on 3rd July 1929 that foam 
rubber was invented by British scientist 
E.A. Murphy at Dunlop Latex 
Development Laboratories. 

80 years ago, on 9th July 1939 that 
Winston Churchill urged the 
governments of Britain and France to 
form a military alliance with the Soviet 
Union. 

75 years ago, on 20th July 1944 that the 
July plot took place.  The German 
Resistance movement attempted to 
assassinate Adolf Hitler in Berlin and 
remove the Nazi Party from power in a 
coup.  The attempt failed, and the 
movement’s central figure, Claus von 
Stauffenberg, was executed the following 
day. 

65 years ago, on 5th July 1954 that the 
BBC launched the first daily TV news 
programme in the UK. 

50 years ago, on 1st July 1969 that Prince 
Charles was invested as the Prince of 
Wales. 

Also 50 years ago, on 21st July 1969 that 
the American astronauts Neil Armstrong 
and Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin became the first 
people to walk on the surface of the 
Moon. 

25 years ago, on 21st July 1994 that Tony 
Blair was elected leader of Britain’s 
Labour Party.  He became Prime Minister 
in 1997. 

20 years ago, on 1st July 1999 that the 
Scottish Parliament was officially opened. 

10 years ago, on 31st July 2009 that Sir 
Bobby Robson, British footballer and 
manager, died.  He played for, and 
managed, several teams, and managed 
the England national team between 1982 
and 1990. 

All in the month of July 
Tim Lenton 
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.co.uk 

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Are you a gardener?  Then please 
consider this:  the gardeners of Britain 
are continuing to use up the country’s 
endangered peat supplies, despite 
repeated warnings from 
environmentalists. 

Now Plantlife, the campaign group, 
warns that commercial extraction of peat 
from our peat bogs can remove more 
than 500 years’ worth of peat growth in a 
single year.  But despite alternatives 
being available for use as compost, 
British gardeners continue to buy peat. 
Sales are at three billion litres a year – 
and rising. 

As one environmentalist said: “In the 
fight against climate change, the 
peatlands of the British Isles are one of 
our greatest assets – we cannot 
underestimate their importance for 
carbon capture. In the UK they hold more 
carbon than forests. Governments across 
the UK need to act immediately to end 
the use of peat for horticulture and other 
commercial purposes.” 

Peat extraction in the UK is estimated to 
release a million tonnes of carbon 
dioxide into the atmosphere every year. 
The National Trust has been peat-free for 
several years and the Royal Horticultural 
Society’s gardens are 97 per cent peat-
free. 

 

The poet and Jesuit priest Gerard Manley 
Hopkins was born 175 years ago, on 
28th July 1844 in Stratford – now East 
London. He was the eldest of probably 
nine children in a family that was both 
well off and artistically creative, as well as 
High Anglican. 

His father Manley, who founded a marine 
insurance firm, saw nature as a book 
written by God, and this rubbed off on 
his son, who wrote in one of his most 
famous poems: “The world is charged 
with the grandeur of God.” 

Hopkins was unpublished as a poet in his 
lifetime, but at Oxford he established a 
lifelong friendship with Robert Bridges, 
later Poet Laureate, who printed a 
collection of Hopkins’ poems in 1918, to 
immediate acclaim. 

In 1866 he converted to Roman 
Catholicism. Two years later he resolved 
to be a “religious”, made a bonfire of his 
poems and wrote no poetry for seven 
years, returning to it in 1875 with The 
Wreck of the Deutschland, based on a 
disaster in which nuns fleeing 
persecution were among the dead. 

In 1884 he became a professor at 
University College Dublin, but felt 
isolated and ineffective. He died of 
typhoid in 1889. His last words were: “I 
am so happy. I loved my life.” 

For peat’s sake 
David Pickup 

Gerard Manley Hopkins 
David Winter 
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A recent report by Christians Against 
Poverty (CAP), called Changing 
Perceptions has revealed that the 
financial problems of parents can have a 
profound effect on their children’s future 
relationship with money.  More than one 
in four of CAP’s current clients grew up in 
a household badly affected by debt. 

It seems that money worries are an 
‘intergenerational anxiety’. The report 
says that the impact that parental debt 
has on children “is far reaching, from 
taking a toll on their emotional 
wellbeing, to parents being unable to 
provide adequate food or clothing and 
feeling that their debt was affecting their 
children’s future life chances. Where 
parents are struggling to provide for 

their children, feelings of guilt and shame 
are particularly acute.” 

Chief Executive Matt Barlow said: “When 
you’ve grown up with debt as the 
backdrop, it takes a huge leap of 
imagination to believe that life can be 
different. There’s also no one to show 
you the right way to prioritise, plan 
ahead or even talk about finances.” 

Low income is the most common reason 
for personal debt.   The average 
household annual income is £12,361 and 
a third of those being helped are living 
on less than £10,000 per household, per 
year. 

One in four people in debt were born into money struggles 
Ralph Pinkus 
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News
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The secrets hidden within Winchester 
Cathedral’s mortuary chests are gradually 
being unlocked as part of an on-going 
research project supported by the Dean 
and Chapter of Winchester Cathedral. 

It has long been believed that the six 
mortuary chests contain the mortal 
remains of pre-Conquest kings and 
bishops, but for many years this has 
merely been the subject of 
speculation.  A major development in 
2015 revealed that the bones were from 
the late Anglo-Saxon and early Norman 
periods, thanks to radiocarbon (C14) 
dating on selected fragments by the 
Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit at the 
University of Oxford. 

These findings confirmed that the bones 
date from the same periods as the names 
on the chests, which include eight kings, 
two bishops and one queen, rather than 
being the result of later activity within 
the Cathedral. 

Hugging and kissing in the office should 
not be allowed.  That is the opinion of 
three out of four workers, who say that 
such gestures lead to confusion, 
embarrassment and stress when greeting 
their colleagues. 

A study has found that quarter of us have 
found ourselves trapped in an unwanted 
hug, while 19 per cent of us have been 
on the receiving end of an unwanted 
kiss.  In receiving these unwanted kisses, 
13 per cent of us reported being 
accidentally kissed on the mouth, and a 
further 12 per cent of us suffered an 
accidental head butt! 

Most workers simply want clear guidance 
on what is an appropriate greeting. 
Totaljobs, a recruitment website, did the 
study. 

Winchester Cathedral 
Michael Edgar 

No hugs please, we’re British 
Abby Phillips 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 

advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 

their content. 
 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
July 
1st 19:30 East Parish Council Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
3rd 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
6th 15:00 Pitton Carnival Village Hall Field 
9th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
10th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
11th 19:30 Longstock Blue Remembered The Burrow 
   Hills 
13th 14:00 East Jumble Sale Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
13th 18:30 Pitton Murder Mystery Village Hall 

No DVN in August. Copy Deadline 15th August for September Edition 
17th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
19th 19:15 East Summer Supper Reading Room 
  Grimstead and Singalong 
21st 15:00 East Cream Teas Maypole Green 
  Grimstead 
22nd 19:00 Pitton Growing Herbs Amberley, White Way 
   and Apples (see p9) 
24th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
24th 19:30 Farley Parish Council Village Hall 
August 
5th 19:30 West Parish Council Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
7th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
13th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 

Copy Deadline 15th August for September Edition 
21st 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
21st 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
September 
2nd 19:30 East Parish Council Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
4th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
4th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
10th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
18th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
18th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/

