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 :: East Grimstead :: Farley :: Pitton :: West Dean :: 

The Bishop of St Albans, Dr Alan Smith, has responded to a new report from the 
Gambling Commission looking at gambling trends of 11 to 16 year-olds in Great 
Britain. 

Bishop Alan said:   "This provides welcome and much-needed insight into the world 
of gambling that children are living in. 

"There continue to be 55,000 children classed as ‘problem gamblers’ and a further 
87,000 at risk. While this remains a national scandal, the Commission uses detached 
phrases such as: ‘The 2019 results do not represent a significant increase over time.’ 

"Tens of thousands of families could be living in a nightmare with their child's level 
of gambling activity. When the average spend on gambling by children is £17 per 
week it is evidence of potential serious family finance problems.  

"Policy calls for a public health approach to gambling-related harm, so I would have 
liked to have seen concrete evidence of effective solutions over the past year to 
reduce the exposure of children to gambling. 

"A civilised, modern, society, must not accept this crisis as normal or become 
content with it." 

Bishop says society must not accept child gambling 'crisis'  
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The Dun Valley Churches are members of The Clarendon Team 

THE CLARENDON TEAM MINISTRY OF CHURCHES 

TEAM RECTOR        
Revd Dr Simon Chambers,  
Tel: 01980 862231, simon.chambers@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM PRIESTS 
Revd Beth Hutton Tel: 01722 238504, beth.hutton@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Alderbury, West Dean, East and West Grimstead) 
Revd Jane Dunlop Tel: 01794 884793, jane.dunlop@clarendonteam.org 
 (with responsibility for Whiteparish) 
Revd Cynthia Buttimer  Tel: 01980 862017, cynthiabuttimer@hotmail.com 
Revd David Perry Tel: 07749 199453, david.perry@clarendonteam.org 

CLARENDON TEAM OFFICE Team Administrator 01980 863635  
team.admin@clarendonteam.org 

TEAM LICENSED LAY MINISTERS 
Mrs Debbie McIsaac  Tel: 01722 712907 
Mr Michael Barratt  Tel: 01725 238973 
CLARENDON TEAM WEBSITE – www.clarendonteam.org  
You can find details of how to book baptisms and weddings, as well as Team 
Worship Services, news and activities around the Clarendon Team. 
For the Team Worship Rota go to www.clarendonteam.org/rotacurrent.htm,  

 
 
WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant   (Holy Trinity, East Grimstead) 
Mr Mike Marx, The Old Vicarage, West Dean (St. Mary’s) 01794 340271 

 
FARLEY WITH PITTON 

CHURCHWARDENS   
Vacant  (St Peter’s, Pitton)            
Mrs Jane Bawden-Jeanes, The Barn, Farley            01722 712854 

MAGAZINE EDITOR     Ged Mirski-Fitton, Bells Cottage, Church Road, Farley, SP5 1AD  
Tel 01722 712520   E-Mail: dvneditor@gmail.com 
ADVERTS EDITOR        Tim Hawkes, Lodge Farm House, Elm Close, Pitton, SP5 1EU 
Tel 01722 712577   E-Mail: pmhtjh@btopenworld.com 

WEST DEAN WITH EAST GRIMSTEAD 

 
TREASURER 

Ms Jane Higgins, 01794 340536 
 

SECRETARY 
Vacant 

FARLEY WITH PITTON 
 

LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANTS 
Mrs Sara Bossom, Pitton 01980 611133 
Mrs Val Powley, Pitton 01722 712 746 

 

TREASURER 
Vacant 

 

ORGANIST 
Ms Janice Brown 
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http://www.clarendonteam.org/teamnewssheet.pdf
mailto:dvneditor@gmail.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
mailto:pmhtjh@btopenworld.com?subject=Dun%20Valley%20News
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Pitton Methodist Society 

The Pitton Methodists worship together with the Anglicans at St. Peter's Church 
and have a Methodist led service there once a month (currently the 3rd Sunday). 

 
Minister: Rev. Bryan Coates, sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk, 02380 252960 
 
Superintendent: David Hookins, 01722 320858 
 
Steward: Mrs. Sarah Sankey, 01722 712581 

HOLY  TRINTY 
 

A belated thank you to those who came to Harvest Supper. We had a very good 
evening, even with the numbers down. We raised £182.  Again a BIG thank you for 
your support. 
 
It’s that time of year! Getting geared up for Christmas. As usual we are having our 
Carol Service on Christmas Eve at 4pm.  We had a full church last year, it would be 
great to see it full again.  There will be Hot Toddies afterwards. 
 
PLEASE, can we have donations of wine for the Toddies? To be left in Buckby porch 
by 23rd December.  Thank you. 
 

Everyone have a Happy Christmas and New Year. 

mailto:sandyandbryan@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Pitton%20Methodist%20Society
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A Happy New Year to you! … No, 
don’t think I have got the wrong 
month, or that somehow I have 
missed Christmas, for in the church 
we have already started our new 
year. The colour has changed to the 
purple as we start our liturgical 
calendar with the Advent season. For 
us as Christians, we start off by 
preparing, preparing for the wonder 
that God wants to reveal himself to 
us personally. We look forward with 
anticipation to the deep mystery of 
Christmas, and afterwards, we will 
celebrate long into January as our 
liturgical year continues. But all this 
may seem to rest uneasy in a world 
where with all the turbulence of 
Election and Brexit we desperately 
want the warm comfortable feeling 
that Christmas can bring us. It can 
seem that Christmas starts earlier 
and earlier each year, and I have 
already heard some saying that they 
will be glad when it is all over and 
they can relax again. The planning 
for Christmas can be a difficult time 
for a lot of people with family 
expectations, and there is a danger 
that we can spend so much time 
focusing on what we need to make 
this Christmas a rich and satisfying 
experience, that we overlook the 
season’s rich devotional imagery. It’s 
as if we are preoccupied with 
manufacturing our own Christmas 
joy, and we miss the fact that the Joy 
comes from God and not from us. 

So how do we prepare? Well I 
advocate something I call ‘Slow 
Spirituality’: a non-frenetic response 
to who God is. It takes time rather 
than something we can order on-line 

for an experience to fit our lives. 
‘Slow spirituality’ requires us to take 
time to ponder, to get into patterns 
of connecting with God such as daily 
prayer, readings and reflections, and, 
like a good Christmas cake, the 
waiting and maturing brings about 
the richness.  

We would do well to consider the 
Great ‘O’ antiphons of Advent 
contained in the hymn ‘O come O 
come Emanuel’: Emanuel meaning 
‘God with us’. For advent is a time of 
deep longing to be in true 
relationship with God: We long to 
feel close to God and his deep peace 
and purpose for us. When we spend 
time contemplating what this means 
for our own individual lives, then can 
our Christmas Joy be truly Holy. 

 

O Come, thou wisdom from on high  
who madest all in earth and sky, 
Creating man from dust and clay: 
to us reveal salvation’s way. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emanuel  
 shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

I wish you a ‘slow’ Advent and a Holy 
Christmas. 

 

Team letter  
Revd Dr Simon Chambers 
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Baptisms 
 

No baptisms in the team during the last 
month 

 

 
Weddings 

 
James David Lewis HUNT 

and 
Emma Olivia PIGGIN 

at 
Whiteparish 

on 
2nd November 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funerals 

Gladys Ellen Thelma HASKELL 
at 

West Dean 
on 

18th November 2019 
 

Blanche Elsie Alice NICHOLSON 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

16th November 2019 
 

Mary Evelyn FRY 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

15th November 2019 
 

Gladys Lena WATERS 
at 

Winterslow 
on 

6th November 2019 
 

Richard Chave THORPE-MANLEY 
at 

Alderbury 
on 

29th October 2019 
 

Gladys Joan SMITH 
at 

Farley 
on 

24th October 2019 
 
 
 

From the registers  
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Wiltshire Council Report Cllr Britton is 
trying to ascertain the position regarding 
gypsy sites in the county. 

Playing Field   The Inspection Report has 
been received and there are no High Risk 
problems with any of the equipment.  As 
all councillors could not be present at the 
meeting, the question of the cycle track 
around the field has been deferred until 
the next meeting.   

Highway Matters 

Litter It was reported that “food/drink” 
litter had been deposited in both villages 
where the railway workers had parked 
their vehicles during the recent night 
time workings.  British Rail has been 
notified. 

Barriers along Butterfurlong Road – these 
are still awaited.  

Windwhistle Lane   Various options were 
discussed at the recent meeting with 
Highways England. One of the problems 
is that Windwhistle is under Wiltshire 
Council but the A36 comes under 
Highways England. The complete closure 
of the road was discussed, but it was 
pointed out by Wiltshire Cllr Britton that 
it would be difficult to achieve. The 
compromise seems to be to have a No 
Entry from the A36. It was resolved that 
the residents of Windwhistle would be 
consulted for their views as to whether it 
should be One Way or closed 
completely.  Following this initial survey, 
an open meeting would be held for all 
villagers to express their views.  

Signs   These still need finalising. 

Mirror at Butterfurlong Following 
consultation with Wiltshire Council, it was 
decided that the proposed mirror could 
be misleading to motorists.  It was 
agreed a site meeting with Parish 
Councillors would be organised. 

Bugmore Lane Ditch  Following a 
meeting with the new Footpath Warden, 
the council has been informed that this 

issue is on the highway and not on the 
bridleway.  Wiltshire Drainage Team has 
been asked to look at the problem. 

Speeding Long Drove (Butterfurlong to 
East Grimstead)  It is not possible to have 
a metro-count along this stretch of road 
as there is no reduced speed limit, i.e. the 
limit is 60 mph.  However, as there is a 
speed limit of 30 mph along the road to 
Farley from East Grimstead a metro 
count has been requested for this road. 

Footpaths   Concern was shown that red 
lines had been painted along the 
footpath in West Grimstead.   The clerk 
to try and ascertain the new ownership 
of the field at Hollands Well so that 
Parish Councillors can meet the new 
owners and express their concerns for 
this public footpath to East Grimstead.  

 

Little Pond  The clearing of the pond 
took place on the 13th October with 
volunteers from Hazel Hill Wood, Friends 
of Bentley Wood and East Grimstead 
Nature Group.  The pond has already 
filled with water and there are signs of 
new wildlife.   Native pond marginal 
plants will be planted as the pond is now 
very exposed next to the road.   A big 
thank you to Jean Beauchamp for 
making teas, etc. and to Charles 
Wilkinson to helping to take away a lot 
of the vegetation.   

Recycling   This item will be on the 
agenda at the next meeting. 

Planning  19/08989 – Conversion of 
redundant milking parlour into self-
contained two bedroom annexe at 
Walden Farm, West Grimstead.    No 
objections. 

Next Meeting   Monday, 2nd December 
at West Grimstead Village Hall at 7.30 
p.m.  

grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com 

Grimstead Parish Council 
Meeting Report 

mailto:grimsteadpcclerk@gmail.com?subject=Your%20report%20in%20the%20DVN
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As the dark nights draw in across Wilt-
shire and winter really starts to bite, it’s 
worth thinking about how we can all 
make sure we’re looking after ourselves 
and staying well over the cold winter 
months.  

The NHS recently launched its annual 
winter campaign – Help Us Help You– 
which is here to help make it easier to 
understand the things you can do.  

We all know hospitals and surgeries can 
be especially busy during the winter 
months and it can often be tricky to 
know the best place to go for help, so 
here’s some handy tips to see you 
though until spring:  

It’s not too late to get your flu jab  

The free flu vaccination is offered to 
those who are at increased risk from the 
effects of flu, including people aged 65 
and over, pregnant women, those with 
underlying health conditions and chil-
dren aged 2-10. If you’ve not had one 
yet, it’s not too late.  

Call 111 or visit 111.nhs.uk online 

If you’re unsure where to go and think 
you need urgent medical attention, but 

it’s not life-threatening, contacting NHS 
111 can help you make sure you reach 
the most suitable NHS service for your 
needs.  

Ask a pharmacist for advice before minor 
ailments or winter illnesses get worse  

Community pharmacists are qualified 
healthcare professional who can offer 
clinical advice and over the counter med-
icines to safely manage things like 
coughs, colds and sore throats. 

It’s quick and convenient to see a phar-
macist– you don’t need to book an ap-
pointment and can often be seen in a 
private consultation room.  

See your GP in the evening or weekend if 
you can’t see them during the day 

If you need to see a GP but find it hard to 
find the time during routine hours, ap-
pointments with a GP, nurse or other 
healthcare professionals are often availa-
ble in the evenings and at weekends 
through many local practices or other 
local NHS services.  

For more information about services in 
your area visit:  

www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk/local-services 

Look after yourself this winter 
Wiltshire Clinical Commissioning Group 

https://www.wiltshireccg.nhs.uk/local-services
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We had a successful Open Day in early 
November, with lots of prospective 
parents coming to visit our school.  As 
always, our older pupils really enjoyed 
showing the guests around. 

We were delighted to say that our netball 
team came 4th in the High 5 netball 
competition.  This is a great result 
against schools which were all bigger 
than ours!  We can’t wait now for the 
Laverstock Small Schools Festival to play 
again. 

Our younger pupils have now started 
their Forest School adventure and have 
enjoyed learning the basics of building 
shelters and knotting.  

Everyone is invited to our Christmas Fair 
on Saturday 7th December in the school 
hall.  As always we have a range of 
wonderful stalls selling produce for 
adults and children, a tombola, a bottle 
stall, activities for children and a chance 
to meet Santa – do come along from 
2pm if you can. 

 

Food, Food and More Food 

Our units love anything to do with food 
and we have used it a lot over the last 
month! 

The Brownies all learnt how to make an 
apple crumble using windfall apples from 
Eagle Owl’s garden.  The crumbles were 
really popular and led to a number of the 
girls showing their skills off at home!  
Some of the Brownies then went on to 
use fruit and vegetables to build some 
tower structures and work out which of 
the food items were strongest and which 
broke more easily.  The older Brownies 
also found out how to make a basic 
tomato sauce that could be used in pasta 
recipes. 

The Guides have been cooking as part of 
their Skill Builders.  One group made fruit 
kebabs with melted chocolate sauce, 
another group made healthy pizzas and 
a third group made chicken and 
vegetable kebabs!  The girls also enjoyed 
lighting fires for Bonfire Night and 
cooking s’mores. 

Our Rangers have also been busy in the 
kitchen, cooking hotdogs for Bonfire 
Night and creating a range of tasty 
dishes to celebrate Thanksgiving.  They 
will finish the term by cooking mince pies 
and making Christmas sweets. 

We have spaces in Brownies at the 
moment.  If you have a 7-9 year old girl 
who is interested in joining, then go to 
www.girlguiding.org.uk and register your 
child’s details. 

Pitton Primary School 
Michael Holyoake 

Guides, Brownies & Rangers 
Nicki McCarney 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 
This plan will see us through the 
Christmas period. St Francis of Assisi 
reawakened the Church to this important 
feast, because it reminds us of the 
incarnation of God in Jesus. The Church 
had focussed on Easter but Francis 
recognized that Easter could not happen 
without Christmas, no redemption 
without incarnation. 

Incarnation is not an easy theological 
theme to weave in among angels and 
shepherds, wise men and donkeys, holly 
and candles, carols and readings, turkey 
and tinsel. In fact the Christ child often 
seems somewhat insignificant among all 
the other trappings, and therein lies the 
point. 

Jesus arrives and is lost in a strange town 
where nowhere can be found for his 
mother to give birth. Jesus arrives and is 
lost among the razzmatazz of angels 
singing. Jesus arrives and is lost among 
the wealth of the Magi’s presents. Jesus 
arrives and is lost in the confusion of a 
hasty flight to Egypt.  Jesus arrives and is 
lost, because that is what life does to the 
poor and dispossessed, to the children of 
refugees and those who are homeless, 
they are lost. 

In the incarnation our God experiences 
the lostness of us all. Where glamour, 
wealth or power leave us feeling 
vulnerable and unimportant. This is the 
life into which Jesus is born, not to 
remain lost but to bring new life to those 
who are lost and lonely, who feel that 
they are unseen by the world. For God 
does see them and notes their plight, 
and creeps in alongside them, 
unimportant and lost that they may be 
found. 

In our Covenant Service we will renew 
our commitment to follow this God of 
the lost, our commitment to be placed 
alongside whoever God chooses for us. 

We know that this will often mean the 
poor and dispossessed, those who have 
been rejected or ignored by our society. I 
know there are those who choose to 
avoid the Covenant Service because it is 
too demanding, as if God will not 
continue to make those demands 
whether we attend or not. I hope and 
pray that they may find their way to 
commit to the God who loves us so 
much that he gave his only Son because 
experiencing that love is worth 
everything. 

May you have a very happy Christmas 
and New Year. 

 
Your brother in Christ, 

 
David 

Pastoral letter 
Revd David W Hookins 
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CLASSIC CABS 
YOUR LOCAL CABBY IS 

 

KEITH BATH 
TEL 01722 710111 
AIRPORTS. BUSINESS. 

SOCIAL TRAVEL. 
DISABLED FACILITIES.  

PLUMBING AND 
DRAINAGE 

 

 

Plumbing 
Heating 

Blocked Drains/Toilets/Sinks 
Bathroom/Kitchen installation 

All Work Fully Guaranteed 
25 Years Experience 

Free Quotes 

PLEASE CALL DAVID 
01725 512645 / 07818 046222 

Neat Sweeps Chimney      
Sweeps 

 
Chimney need sweeping?  
Want a solid fuel stove in-

stalled?  
We are an established local 
NACS & HETAS approved 

business. 
 

Phone:01794 341812 or email: 
neatsweeps@gmail.com 
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J. MATTHIAE & CO LTD. 
 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 
CHARTERED TAX ADVISER 

 

Financial accounts prepared 
Payroll and PAYE services 

Value Added Tax 
Personal & corporate tax returns 

Taxation advice 
 

JUDITH MATTHIAE  ACA  CTA 
Hebron, Middleton, Winterslow 

Tel: 01980 863494 

 

PETER NIGHTINGALE 
Garden and Landscape Service 

Hard Landscape Specialist 
Patios, Paths, Steps, Garden Walls, Pergolas, 

Arches, Trellis work and Gates 
Turfing and beds prepared for planting. 

Ponds, Palisade and Sleeper Walls. 
Shed bases and Sheds erected. 

 Timber decking. 
OVERGROWN GARDENS CLEARED 

AND TIDIED. 
GENERAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE. 

DESIGNS AND IDEAS. 
General Property Maintenance. 

TEL. 01980 862285 

Barbara Heil 
MCSP SRP Grad Dip Phys  

Maple Hill  
Physiotherapy Clinic 

 

Experienced in treating back, neck and 
joint pain and sports injuries. 

Electrotherapy, joint mobilization, 
massage and rehabilitation programmes. 

Trained in Acupuncture 
techniques. 

Registered with healthcare insurers 
Daytime and evening appointments 

Contact 01980 862862 

The Flashett, Winterslow 
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As winter approaches and the nights 
draw in we are urging the public to think 
about the security of their homes and 
vehicles. 

Statistics tell us that burglary increases 
during the winter months. Longer, darker 
nights create the perfect environment for 
burglars who are seeking to take 
advantage of empty or insecure homes. 
Detective Superintendent Sarah Robbins, 
Head of Geographical Crime said: 
"Having someone come into your home 
and go through your personal 
possessions can have huge financial and 
emotional impact on an individual or the 
whole family. 
"Sadly there are people out there who 
want to take what is not theirs. Some of 
them live in our community, others travel 
into the county with the intent to cause 
harm. 
"We are determined to continue to track 
down and prosecute those responsible 
for this horrendous crime. 
"I urge everyone to look at their homes 
from a burglar's eye view, and do 
everything you can to reduce your risk of 
becoming a victim. 
"We know that most burglars are 
opportunists, so there are simple steps 
that can be taken to make your home or 
vehicle less appealing. 
"Be aware of your home security and 
build it in as part of your everyday 
routine. Locking a ladder away, or a 
simple step like leaving a light on to 
make it look like someone is home could 
make all difference." 
Between June 2018 and June 2019 

Wiltshire saw the number of residential 
burglaries across the county fall by 27 
percent. 
Angus Macpherson, Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Wiltshire and Swindon, 
said: "I am pleased to see the positive 
impact that Wiltshire Police are having 
on burglary figures. The last couple of 
years have seen changes to the way the 
Force approaches burglary, we are now 
seeing the results of a lot of hard work 
and the focus will continue. 
"It is important that the Force remains 
committed to tackling burglary and 
prosecuting those responsible, but as 
individuals and a community we have to 
work together to raise awareness. 
"Although this is done across many 
streets, towns and villages, community 
watch schemes such as Horse Watch, 
Farm Watch and Neighbourhood Watch 
can also offer a bigger network to share 
information and advice. Burglary is a 
devastating crime that could impact 
anyone so it is important that we look 
out for each other." 
Crime Prevention Advice - checklist  

• Lock your doors and windows every 
time you leave the house, even when 
just in the garden. And make sure you 
have approved locks or bolts to all 
doors and windows. 

• Never leave a spare key in a hiding 
place like in a plant pot or letter box - a 
thief knows all the hiding places 

• Register all serial numbers from 
electrical items, tools and garden 
equipment with Immobilise.com the 
free national property register. Mark 
items without serial numbers with an 
artificial DNA property marker such as 
Smartwater or SelectaDNA. 

• Use a timer to set lights to mimic your 
usual activity when you are not at 
home. 

• Do not open the door to anyone you 
don't know or are not expecting. Always 

Think like a burglar to protect your home 
Wiltshire Police 
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check by using a spy-hole or look 
through a window. Don't trust an ID 
card. 

• Trim back any plants and hedges at the 
front of your property to no higher than 
one meter to remove hiding places. 

• Always report any suspicious activity, 
note any vehicle registrations, 
descriptions of persons involved and 
direction of travel. 

• Consider installing a monitored burglar 
alarm, and only use a company that is 
registered or certified with the NSI or 
the SSIAB. 

• Take photographs of all jewellery 
including hallmarks and keep them safe. 
Make sure that you have up to date 
contents insurance. 

• Keep all keys, purses and wallets out of 
sight and away from the letterbox. 

Crime Scene Investigation information 

•If you have been burgled our Crime 
Scene Investigation team advise the 
following:  

•Phone the police immediately on 101 or 
in an emergency call 999 

•Where possible minimise what you 
touch, especially near the point of entry 
or items that you believe may have been 
touched by the offenders 

•If you suspect the offender is still inside 
the property - do not enter, advise the 
police of this when you ring. 
Confronting the offender can place you 
in immediate danger 

•If it is practical wait at a neighbour's 
house until the police arrive. If you do 
need to enter the property; try to locate 
to one area and try to minimise 
movement around the house 

•Fingerprints, DNA and footwear marks 
may not be visible so try to avoid 
walking on smooth, shiny flooring and 
touching anything that the offender may 
have touched or handled 

•If you find something that you suspect 
may have been used in the burglary as it 
was not there previously, point this out 
to the police 

•Preserving evidence is vital. If the item is 
outside cover the item with a box or 
something similar to shield it from the 
elements until the police arrive. Do not 
touch the item. If you see blood, try to 
cover this without touching it 

•Remember not all items have forensic 
value. The police are professionally 
trained to know what items can be used 
to obtain forensic evidence, do not be 
upset if a particular item that you think 
may contain forensic value, is dismissed 
by police. The most common types of 
forensic evidence found at crime scenes 
are fingerprints, DNA and footwear 
marks. 
Suspicious activity in your area? Report 
it. 

•Have you seen any suspicious activity in 
your neighbourhood? Call the police on 
101 if you see any of the following: 

•Anything suspicious or anyone acting 
suspicious in your neighbourhood 

•Unknown or unexpected doorstep 
traders - description and dates are vital 
pieces of information  

•Unusual vehicles - vehicle description, 
registration numbers and direction of 
travel are vital pieces of information. 

•If you have any information about 
offenders or see something suspicious, 
please call Wiltshire Police on 101, or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 
555111. In an emergency dial 999. 
Sign up for Wiltshire and Swindon 
Community Messaging at - 
www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk 
If you are walking your dog in more rural 
areas please remember that all dogs 
should be on a lead when around any 
livestock. 

… continued 
 

https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk
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Mike Chambers  
   

Cabinet maker & Joiner  

Design, Manufacture, to  

your requirements  
   

Tel : 01980 610651  

Mobile: 07763 803508  

Not VAT Registered 
mikechambersjoinery.co.uk 
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Livery Road  West Winterslow 
Tel 07495078205  ged@argyleupholstery.co.uk  

All types of upholstery undertaken by 
Master Craftsman with 25 years 
experience.  Specialising in traditional 
and antique work  
ARGYLE upholstery offers a complete 
service with a choice of fabric books, 
friendly advice and excellent 
customer service.  

All Aspects of Professional Tree Work Undertaken. 

Fully Insured & Work to BS.3998 

Fully Qualified & Experienced 

Stumps ground out 
N.D. Arb / NPTC Certificated 

Tel: West Dean 01794 340610 

Mobile: 07810 342750 

 
BORDER SERVICE STATION 

@ Lopcombe Corner 
 

A Family Garage Providing 
Quality Repairs & MOT 

At Competitive Prices 
 

Tel 01980 862378 
www.phipson.co.uk 

 
Changing your Car 

We Have Just What You Want 
www.needasmallcar.com  

 

http://www.phipson.co.uk/
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“Outstanding” OFSTED 
An exciting, stimulating environment.   

  
Pitton Village Hall. 

 
Please call in to see us, or ring Carrie 
07785 933966 for more information. 

www.pittonpreschool.com 

 

 
 
 

 

I buy Antiques, Collectables  

& Militaria. 

Valuations given, no obligation. 

 
Call Steve: 01722 712267 

Mob: 07915 663251 

Email: salty280@aol.com 

Major’s  

Antiques 

 

For all your clock, watch and bracelet repairs.  Prompt 
quotes and fast, efficient service.  All our work is fully 
guaranteed, so you have complete peace of mind. 
 

Call 01722 331 969 
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John Marsh Fencing 
 

07766 900 400 
 

Johnmarshfencing@hotmail.com 

 

Installers and Suppliers 

of quality Domestic 

Agricultural, Equine, 

Wildlife and Commercial 

Fencing 

 Colin Macintyre 
Picture Framer 

------------ 
A quality bespoke service 

at an affordable price 
----------- 

For a free estimate : 
tel: 01794 342080 

email: colin@cmpf.co.uk 
web: www.cmpf.co.uk 
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Thinking of getting your family a dog this 
Christmas?  On the plus side, here is an 
interesting statistic: dog owners have a 
24 per cent reduced risk of all-cause 
mortality and are 65 per cent less likely 
to die after a heart attack. 

Such were the recent findings of 
researchers at the American Heart 
Association.  They found that owning a 
dog can lead to better cardiovascular 
outcomes, especially for heart attack and 
stroke survivors who live alone. 

On the minus side, dogs require a lot of 
time and care, so just make sure you 
have the time needed to properly care 
for one.  Coming home to find that your 
dog has destroyed your sofa, through 
boredom and loneliness, is not good for 
your heart either! 

Owning a dog is good for your heart 
David Winter 
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On a wet and blustery Sunday morning 
in October, a group of volunteer 
conservationists donned wellies and 
waterproofs to tackle an overgrown 
pond in East Grimstead (opposite the 
Reading Room) and help bring it back to 
life.  This was a joint collaboration 
between Hazel Hill Wood; the Friends of 
Bentley Wood; East Grimstead nature 
group and Grimstead Parish Council. 

The pond had not been maintained for 
many years.  Indeed, it was so choked 
with saplings, trees and brambles, there 
was no longer any water in it. Many 
village residents were unaware of the 
pond’s existence. Swathes of vegetation 
were removed and within a few hours the 
pond was revealed.  After only a few days 
it had filled with water and two 
moorhens and a kingfisher were spotted 
there.  If we make room for wildlife, it will 
quickly move in. 

Ponds are vital for wildlife, not just for 
plants and aquatic species but terrestrial 

species too, as they provide drinking 
water, food and shelter.  In an intensive 
agricultural landscape, such as the one 
surrounding our villages, a rich tapestry 
of ponds offers a safe haven for our 
native and endangered wildlife.   

Pond numbers in England and Wales 
have decreased dramatically from 
800,000 in the mid-20th Century to 
200,000 in the 1980s… and the number is 
still falling.  

Which is why we need more ponds!  A 
pond network creates ‘stepping stones’ 
for species which cannot travel very far, 
such as damselflies which can only 
migrate a small distance, so a scattering 
of ponds is vital for their survival. By 
doing our bit at a local level we can help 
by forming ‘ecological corridors’ between 
the core areas of wildlife: Bentley Wood, 
Blackmoor Copse and Hazel Hill Wood.  
Bentley Wood also has plans to create up 
to 20 new ponds in the wood over the 
next 20 years. 

Could you create a pond in your garden 
and provide one of the vital links in the 
chain?  As long as a pond has clean 
water it can be any size, shape or depth 
and still be valuable for wildlife.  For 
more information and advice about how 
to get started, including a site visit to 
your garden if you wish, please contact 
nature@eastgrimstead.com  

The importance of ponds 
Rosie Wilkinson and Sue Walker 

mailto:nature@eastgrimstead.com?subject=Ponds%20article%20in%20the%20DVN
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For the latest information on what’s happening in  
Pitton or Farley, see: 

 

www.pittonandfarley.co.uk 
 

Photos, news and details of upcoming events welcome: 
editors@pittonandfarley.co.uk 

http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk
mailto:editors@pitton@farley.co.uk?subject=From%20the%20Dun%20Valley%20News


30  

 

In October, we left the Village Hall and 
drove to Acre Down at Minstead in the 
New Forest. Turning left out of the 
carpark, we took the gravel path 
alongside Wick Wood and, following it 
round to the right, entered into Puckpits 
Inclosure.  Going over Bagshot Gutter, we 
continued up a slight rise with Highland 
Water Inclosure on our left.  At the top of 
the rise, we followed the path round to 
the right keeping to the edge of Puckpits 
Inclosure on our right.  We then turned 
right through a gate and into open land 
looking over Withybed Bottom to the 
left.  Keeping to the path up a second 
slight rise, we continued past Stonard 
Wood on our right after which we cut 
across to the right, turned right again 
with Stonard Wood now on our left and 
followed the path down Hart Hill and 
back into Puckpits Inclosure rejoining our 
original route by Wick Wood and back to 
the car park from which we drove to The 
Trusty Servant in Minstead village for a 
good lunch.  May we say a big Thank You 
to Peter and Janice Ford who organised 
and led the walk which we all enjoyed 
including Olive and Leila, two of our 
canine members, who found plenty of 
interesting smells in the undergrowth. A 
report on the November meeting will be 
in the next issue.  As we don’t walk in 
December, the next meeting of the 
group will be on Wednesday 29 January 
2020. 

The dates of our walks for 2020 – all on 
Wednesday - are as follows: 

26 February, 25 March, 29 April, 27 May,    
24 June, 29 July, We don’t meet in 
August, 30 September,  28 October, 25 
November. 

Our walks begin at 10.00am from West 
Grimstead Village Hall so if you would 
like to join us, just come along - you will 
be very welcome. For information about 
the group, please contact Gwynneth 
Doran (710124) or Janice Ford (710805). 

 

Christmas is a time for giving, and we do 
it well.  The British have been ranked 
among the most generous nations in the 
world, after a recent study found that six 
out of ten of us have helped a stranger in 
the past month. 
The research, which surveyed 1.3 million 
people in 128 countries over a decade, 
found that despite a growing culture of 
charitable giving, there has been a 
downward trend in thoughtful behaviour 
in many of the world’s wealthiest places. 
However, the report, commissioned by 
the Charities Aid Foundation, found that 
the UK now appears 7th in the worldwide 
rankings for generosity. 
60 per cent of us have helped a stranger 
in the last month, with 71 per cent of us 
giving money to charity, and 30 per cent 
offering even our time, in order to help a 
good cause. 
The countries which topped the global 
rankings are:  United States, Myanmar, 
New Zealand, Australia, Ireland and 
Canada.  At the bottom of the table, 
ranked lowest in terms of generosity, 
were the State of Palestine, Serbia, 
Yemen and Greece.  China was ranked 
the least generous of all nations. 
 

West Grimstead Walking Group 
Janice Ford 

Generosity 
John Pickup 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The Editor and Dun Valley News Committee accept NO 
responsibility for the accuracy of articles, reports or 
advertisements printed in the magazine, and their 
inclusion does not necessarily imply agreement with 
their content. 
The Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse material 
submitted for publication in the Dun Valley News. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
December 
2nd 09:00 Farley Advent Wreaths Parsonage Barn 
   Workshop 
2nd 19:30 West Parish Council Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
3rd 09:00 Whiteparish Big Sale All Saints’ Church 
4th 10:30 Farley Coffee Shop Village Hall 
5th 08:00 Whiteparish London Coach Trip 01794 884 600 
5th 19:45 Winterslow Dick Whittington Village Hall 
6th 19:45 Winterslow Dick Whittington Village Hall 
7th 10:30 West Drop in Coffee  Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
7th 14:00 Winterslow Dick Whittington Village Hall 
7th 14:00 Pitton Christmas Fair Pitton Primary School 
7th 19:45 Winterslow Dick Whittington Village Hall 
9th 09:00 Farley Advent Wreaths Parsonage Barn 
   Workshop 
10th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
10th 15:00 Pitton Social Club AGM Village Hall 
11th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
15th   No DVN in January 
16th 18:15 Pitton Carol Singers Gather at St Peter’s 
18th 19:30 Pitton Whist Drive Village Hall 
January 
6th 19:30 East Parish Council Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
8th 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
14th 12:15 East Grim Soup Reading Room 
  Grimstead 
15th   DVN Copy Deadline for February Edition 
22nd 19:30 West Dean Bible Study Rectory Hill 
25th 19:00 Pitton Burns Night Ceilidh Village Hall 
25th 19:30 Winterslow Burns Night Supper Village Hall 
29th 19:30 Farley Parish Council Village Hall 
February 
1st 19:30 West Secret Spitfires Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
3rd 19:30 West Parish Council Village Hall 
  Grimstead 
19th 19:30 Farley Parish Council Village Hall 
 

The Dun Valley News is printed by Cedar Group www.cedargroup.uk.com 

Online http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/ 

http://www.cedargroup.uk.com
http://www.pittonandfarley.co.uk/churches-2/the-dun-valley-news/

